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Spatial data can play a powerful role for nature & development: 
 
• Identify risks and assess trade-offs for conservation and sustainable use 

• Support accountability for the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the nature-based 
Sustainable Development Goals 



UNDP analysis of post-2010 NBSAPs and Fifth National Reports (5NR): 
 
•  On average, < than 5 maps / 5NR, < than 4 maps/NBSAP 
•  80% of 5NR and 70% of NBSAP do not have maps that support decision-

 making 
•  < than 4% of all maps focused on ecosystem services 

 



UN Biodiversity Lab: 
 
1. Build spatial literacy to enable better decisions 
2. Use spatial data as a vehicle for improved transparency and accountability 
3. Apply insights from spatial data across sectors to deliver on the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets and nature-based Sustainable Development Goals 



The UN Biodiversity Lab 
 
 

• Provides policymakers with FREE high-quality global spatial data layers and analytic 
tools 

• Does NOT require GIS expertise 
• Enables 137 governments to access spatial data for inclusion in their 6NR. 
• Supports NBSAP implementation to achieve key conservation targets. 
 



Access to ~ 100 Global Data Layers 



Access to ~ 100 Global Data Layers 



Access 18 Biodiversity Status Maps 



Upload National Data Layers 



Create maps & Integrate into Reports 



Communicate Conservation Success 



Communicate Your Conservation Success 



STATUS MAPS FOR ABT 11 

 
 

 
 



















PART 2 
 

PRELIMINARY ANALYSES FOR ABT 11 
 

STATUS, GAPS, COMMITMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 



Terrestrial PA coverage 



Marine PA coverage 



Areas important for biodiversity 



Areas important for biodiversity 



Areas important for biodiversity 



Ecologically representative 



Ecologically representative 



Ecologically representative 

Ecoregion Name 
(terrestrial) 

% of 
ecoregion 

in sub-
region* 

 % protected 
globally  

(Jan 
2019)/GAPS Commitments  

Bahamian-Antillean 
mangroves 51.4 48.4 48.4 
Cuban dry forests 99.8 6.37 6.47 
Cuban cactus scrub 100 21.7 28.7 
Cuban moist forests 100 21.28 23.48 
Cuban pine forests 100 7.57 7.67 
Cuban wetlands 100 62.61 63.61 



Ecologically representative 



Areas important for ecosystem services – Carbon  



Areas important for ecosystem services – Carbon  



Areas important for ecosystem services – Carbon  



Areas important for ecosystem services – Carbon  



Areas important for ecosystem services – Water  
 



Areas important for ecosystem services – Water  
 



Areas important for ecosystem services – Water  
 



Questions for reflection 
 

Could these maps:  
1. Help us to identify new areas that should be protected? 
2. Help us to ensure that new PAs not only help us to meet ABT 11 but also 

are key for climate change mitigation, water security, livelihoods?  
3. What other datasets we need to refine the analyses? 



Thank you/ Gracias 
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