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             NATURAL SCIENCES  

UNESCO for 

Conservation of Biodiversity 

Over 10 million km2 protected through 

UNESCO designated sites, 

i.e. roughly the size of China 



1092 World Heritage sites in 167 countries 
(as of July 2018) 

 

845 Cultural 

209 Natural 

38 Mixed 
294 Million ha of land and sea: 7% of world’s 

protected areas 
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             NATURAL SCIENCES  

The World Network of Biosphere Reserves  

 686 Biosphere Reserves  

 

 In 122 countries  

 

 20 transboundary (Africa: 3, 

Europe & NA: 12, LAC: 3)  

 

 Including 2 transcontinental BRs 

Intercontinental del 

Mediterraneo (Europe/Arab 

States) and Great Altay 

(Europe/Asia & Pacific) 

 

 Home to over 250 million 

people 

  

 

Latin America  
and the Caribbean 
130 Biosphere Reserves 
102 million people 

Arab States 
33 Biosphere Reserves  
7 million people 

Africa 
79 Biosphere Reserves 
21 million people  

 

Europe and  
North America 
292 Biosphere Reserves 
74 million people 

  

Asia and the Pacific 
152 Biosphere Reserves 
50 million people  
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Liaison Group of Biodiversity-related 

Conventions (BLG) 



Example of concrete synergies with other 

biodiversity-related conventions  

http://whc.unesco.org/en/synergies  
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Connecting people and nature for an inspiring 

future 



Thank you! Merci! 
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