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Preserving the earth's forests, oceans, plants and animals is a noble goal in and of itself. But 

making sure the planet retains its many species of flora and fauna is also crucial for human well-

being. 

 

This year's International Day for Biological Diversity highlights how biodiversity is the 

"foundation for life and for the essential services provided by ecosystems." The livelihoods of 

billions of people depend directly or indirectly on biodiversity. Rapid economic growth and 

rampant exploitation of the planet's resources is causing huge species loss, and in turn negatively 

impacting quality of life for human beings. 

 

Halting biodiversity loss is key to improving lives and well-being. In many places, indigenous 

groups and those living in remote communities are working on the front lines to protect the 

environment - and their way of life. For the International Day for Biological Diversity, we take a 

look at four groups around the world doing just that. 
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Pastoralists in Africa fight for their rights 
A community organization fights for the Maasai's traditional way of life in Tanzania. (17.05.2016)   
 

Keeping Palau pristine 
The tiny country of Palau has created a major marine protected area to keep the ocean healthy for 
marine life - and people. (17.05.2016)   
 

Maya descendants protect the forest 
The Maya Bioreserve demonstrates how communities can effectively fight deforestation. 
(17.05.2016)   
 

Aboriginal people mix modern and ancient knowledge 
In the Australian Outback, aboriginal rangers protect the land with a mix of modern and traditional 
skills. (17.05.2016)   
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