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Introduction

On June 05, 1992 state and government leaders agreed on a strategy for sustainable
development at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, also known
as "The Earth Summit”, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity (UN-CBD) came into force on December 29, 1993. The UN-CBD consists
of three objectives including the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its
components, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic
resources. Cambodia became a member of UN-CBD on February 09, 1995.

The United Nations General Assembly assigned the 22 of May of each year as the
International Day for Biological Diversity - a day to reflect on the state and the importance of
biodiversity. A wide range of events are organized globally to increase the understanding of the
important role of biodiversity in our future by state members and other organizations. Three of
the objectives of the International Day for Biological Diversity are to review the achievements of
the convention text of UN-CBD; enhancing understanding of the values of biodiversity resources
and the roles of ecosystems for national social economics and strengthening the national
international cooperation and incentives to all stakeholders for sustainable biodiversity resources.

Objective of the International Day for Biological Diversity

The International Day for Biological Diversity falls into the context of Island
Biodiversity. Cambodia celebrated the International Day for Biological Diversity on May 22,
2014 with honourable guests: His Excellency Say Samal, Minister of Environment and Chair of
the Biodiversity Steering Committee, His Excellency Bun Leuk, Governor of Koh Kong
province, and H.E. Chay Samith, Delegate of the Royal Government of Cambodia in Charge of
GDANCP/MOoE and as a National Focal Point of UN-CBD. The International Day for Biological
Diversity was celebrated by many stakeholders with a total of 1000 participants from the
Biodiversity Steering Committee members (16), Ministry of Environment and line ministry (68),
local and international organizations (8) , relevant Koh Kong provincial departments (168), local
authorities (10), tourism police (10), provincial red cross (10), police (10), military police (10),
local community (300), teachers and students from secondary and high school (210) and
university teachers and students (160). 300 trees have been planted (of 5 species) and the
majority of them are mangrove trees.

The objective of the International Day for Biological Diversity in Cambodia is to
show the government’s will for improving natural resources management; to demonstrate the
Ministry of Environment efforts as UN-CBD Focal Point and chair of the Biodiversity Steering
Committee; to enhance the understanding of values of biodiversity through biodiversity context
to the public, especially local community and students; to increase participation from all
stakeholders, including investors and private sector on island biodiversity conservation for
sustainable livelihood in Cambodia; and to guide and encourage local community, and local
authority at Pream Krasob wildlife sanctuary and Kapik island to continue their traditional uses
through the participation of mangrove planting and restoring ecosystem in this island.

The International Day for Biological Diversity Components

The International Day for Biological Diversity is organized in the following two sessions:



1. Opening “The International Day for Biological Diversity 2014 (IDB-2014)”;
2. Symbolic mangrove plantation and visiting of natural mangrove.

Session 1: Opening “The International Day for Biological Diversity 2014 (IDB-2014)”

1.1 Welcoming Remarks

H.E. Bun Leuk, Koh Kong provincial
governor, stated that he was honoured to give
the welcoming remarks for the International
Day for Biological Diversity, and he also
thanked organizers and all stakeholders who
financially support the preparations of this
important day.

In his speech, he mentioned that many
islands, rich with natural resources and
beautiful landscape, still exist in Koh Kong
province. These areas are Kapik island,
Sralaov island, Peam Krasoab wildlife
sanctuary, Bubtum Sakor national park, Dong
Peng multiple use areas. These protected areas
play important roles and provide benefits to local people’s livelihoods, national and international
tourist attractions sites and environmental balancing in mangrove forest particularly. In addition,
Koh Kong also highly values protected landscape, economy, biodiversity, tourism, culture, and
education.

In the end, the governor was confident that all participants would actively participate in
biodiversity conservation and in restoring our wonderful natural resources. For more details
please refer to the opening Speech in Khmer in Annex 3.

1.2 - Speech on the Importance of Biodiversity and background of the IDB
celebration

After the welcoming remarks by
provincial governor, H.E. Chay Samith,
Delegate of the Royal Government of
Cambodia in Charge of GDANCP/MoE
and National Focal Point of the UN-CBD
gave a speech on the importance of
biodiversity and the roles of environmental
services. He added that biodiversity plays
very important roles in  natural
environmental balance and preventing
climate change; energy sources, wildlife
habitat, daily food and other productions
for supporting national social economics.
In addition, he also raised some concern
related to invasive alien species, which are
the main threats to biodiversity in islands and coastal areas. 80% of species on islands (1500




species) are disappearing because of invasive alien species, and according to IUCN red list 40%
of island species are threatened and near threatened.

In the end, the government delegation had strong hope that the International Day for
Biological Diversity this time provides a good opportunity for all stakeholders to understand the
values of biodiversity and natural resources for their daily livelihood improvement and
ecosystem services. For more details please refer to his speech in Khmer in Annex 4.

1.3 Reminiscence

Following the welcoming remarks
and the speech on the importance of
biodiversity in Cambodia, His Excellency
Say Samal, Minister of the Environment
and Chair of the Biodiversity Steering
Committee, gave some case studies of the
daily uses of biodiversity values around
us. Bees for example are the most
important pollinator within all kinds of
forest types. Forests provide shelter,
nesting sites, water, larval food plants and
floral resources. In the United States, high
income is generated from raising bees by
local community. He added that
Cambodia is very lucky that huge
mangrove forests are still present in Koh Kong province providing sea food in Cambodia and
Southeast Asia.

The International Day for Biological Diversity 2014 theme is Island Biodiversity, and
Easter Island is a good example of biodiversity loss. Easter Island created a thriving culture, and
other artefacts. However, heavy human activities led to gradual biodiversity loss and extinction
of natural resources, which caused the demise of this island. By the time of the United Kingdom
sailors arrived, some 100 years later, they found this island. In addition, concern is rising on the
continuing ice melting in the South and the North, with associated sea level increase. As results,
some agricultural land in Ho Chi Ming, Vietham and Preynob, Preah Sihanouk province,
Cambodia will be impacted. Recently, around 10,000 ha of agricultural land have been impacted
by sea water and climate change project built dam to prevent these losses.

In the end, the Minister of Environment called for all stakeholders to conserve
biodiversity because biodiversity is our life, and because keeping city and sea clean, this beauty
will attract move tourists. For more details please refer to his speech in Khmer in Annex 5.



Session 2: Symbolic Mangrove Plantation

After the reminiscence by the Minister of
Environment, gifts were distributed to students and
Red Cross group. Then, the symbolic mangrove
plantation started at Peam Krasoap secondary
school, Peam Krasoap wildlife sanctuary, Koh Kong
province. Finally, the delegation visited the natural
mangrove at Peam Krasoap wildlife sanctuary.




Annex1: The International Day for Biological Diversity

22 May 2014 at Peam Krasob Wildlife Sanctuary, Koh Kong Province

Time

Description

Facilitator/Rapporteur

08:00-08:30

Arrival of national- international participants and
Delegates

Task Force of GDANCP/MoE

Session 1 : Opening “The International Day for Biological Diversity 2014 (IDB-2014)”

08:30- 10:30

- Agenda Announcement

Ms Ly Sophorn

- National Anthem

All participants

- Welcoming Remarks

Governor of Koh Kong province

- Speech on the Important of Biodiversity and the
background of the IDB celebration

H.E. Chay Samith

Delegate of the Royal Government of
Cambodia in Charge of GDANCP/MoE
and as a National Focal Point of UN-CBD

- Reminiscence

H.E. Say Samal
Minister of Environment and Chair of the
National Biodiversity Steering Committee

Session 2 : Symbolic Mangrove Plantation

10:30-11:30

- Mangrove plantation

- Photo session

- Closing, visiting natural mangrove and Turning
back home




Annex 2: Lists of Participants
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Annex 3: Welcoming remarks by H.E Bun Leuk, Koh Kong Provincial Governor
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Annex 5: Reminiscence by H.E Say Samal, Minister of Environment and
Chair of Biodiversity Steering Committee
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Annex 6: Photo album before and during the International Day for Biological Diversity
6.1. Banner and Poster Photo
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6.2. Before arrival of Honourable Guests
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6.3. The International Day for Biological Diversity
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