
Open networks like communities 
of practice for OneHealth: some 
experiences from Belgium and 

beyond
Hans Keune

CBD - WHO Regional capacity building workshop on biodiversity 
and health – Helsinki 20171024



How we started
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Capacity building in Belgium 
– early days
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Impact of green/blue spaces on specific morbidity
and cause-specific mortality in Belgium: the GRESP-

HEALTH project



DRIVERS of ALLERGIC 
SYMPTOMS

POLLEN LOADS AIR POLLUTION

MICROCLIMATE

CLIMATE CHANGE
and ALLERGENICITY

OF POLLEN

BIODIVERSITY IN THE LANDSCAPE

Central Research question: Does recent 
exposure to plant diversity have an impact 

on the acute expression of allergenic
symptom severity?



NAture impact on MEntal health Distribution
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Integr. appr. to reduce deVelopment of 
Emerging Infectious DiseaseS Flanders (INVEIDS)
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On-going collaborations: more than only 
science
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Green light project
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Differences among 
general 

practitioners, 
other 

practitioners?

In the pipeline:

March 28th 2018 official announcement Chair 
Care & the natural environment – University of 

Antwerp

October 4th 2018 in close collaboration with the 
COPBH: Capacity building and networking 

event – presentations, project-market, try outs, 
…



Hearing Nature & Health Flemish Parliament Com. 
Well-being, Public health & Family

• Hans Keune (Instituut voor Natuur- en Bosonderzoek, Universiteit
Antwerpen en Belgian Community of Practice on Biodiversity & 
Health)

• Benno Geertsma (Natuurpunt), Wim Van Gils (diensthoofd Beleid
Natuurpunt)

• Johan Lemmens (Hogeschool PXL Hasselt)

• Michael Callens (CM-onderzoek)

• https://www.vlaamsparlement.be/commissies/commissievergaderi
ngen/1189721#volledig-verslag



Hoge Gezondheidsraad: advies in voorbereiding



International capacity building, 
collaboration, networking
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…
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Nature step

Policy step



http://www.biodiversity.be/health/58



http://www.biodiversity.be/h
ealth/58
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Some key conclusions
OH, EH, Planetary Health and related concepts share similar ambitions aimed at the integration of various 

dimensions and realities that are influencing health. 

Although these different concepts have different histories within diverse expert contexts, the core message of 
integration is basically similar. 

It was preferred to underline commonalities, rather than differences, in order to benefit from complementarity. 

Implementation of OH/EH concepts can benefit from transdisciplinary and iterative processes between policy, 
science and practice. 

One should however be careful of creating big OH/EH institutions resulting in building fences rather than 
creating openness to (new) collaborations. This may be overcome by focusing on open, collaborative networks 

like Communities of Practice

Network ideas
A network on transdisciplinary One Health education.

A network integrating inputs from social sciences in One Health/EcoHealth. 

A network aiming at translating research findings on the Environment-Microbiome-Health 
axis into policy making. 

A European Community of Practice could be initiated in order to support these several 
concrete networking initiatives, and to help to promote the building of other emerging 

initiatives.



Network for Evaluation of One 
Health (NEOH)

Barbara Häsler, NEOH chair, Royal Veterinary College and Leverhulme Centre 
for Integrative Research on Agriculture and Health, United Kingdom

bhaesler@rvc.ac.uk



NEOH definition of One Health

A paradigm that addresses complex challenges to

promote the health and well-being of all species and

the environment through the integration of relevant

sciences at systems level

Substantial overlaps and links

with the Ecohealth movement
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NEOH	members	and	associates

NEOH - http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/; Contact: bhaesler@rvc.ac.uk
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Next step after NEOH

Network European OneHealth/EcoHealth
Open network, open for other networks – ECA region

Integration: 

- Nature related health benefits & risks

- Social science

Capacity building/mainstreaming:

- European OneHealth/EcoHealth Summer school

- Networking on education and capacity building

Next meeting:

Second European OneHealth/EcoHealth meeting

September 10 – 15 2018

Bologna, Italy



Multi-level
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Chapter

On the importance of OneHealth/EcoHealth
networks

Open invitation for contributions about national, regional, 
international experiences, needs

What are your experiences?

What goes well?

What are your needs?

What are your challenges?

Interested to collaborate? hans.keune@inbo.be 
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3 dreams

1. IPBES health assessments

2. More integrated collaborative practice oriented 
decision support research & action

3. A well functioning and well supported OHEH 
ECA network



Thank you!

hans.keune@inbo.be


