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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on material which
was used as a basis for the report

The National Focal point transnmtted the report docunents to the foca
point for forest biological diversity, the Director of Forestry.

The questionnaire was sent out to 23 stakeholders (see below) and a
nati onal workshop was organi sed to discuss and finalise responses
submi tted by stakehol ders. The consensus reached through this neeting
was then conpiled in a first draft. The docunent was then subject to
editorial review by the CBD national focal point, the Director
Conservation prior to subnission to the CBD Secretari at

In detail the docunments were circulated to key personnel in the Mnistry
of Environnent, as well as to the Director General of Environnent,
Director General of the Policy Planning and Services, Director
Conservation, Director of Botanic Gardens and the Director of

Envi ronment al Assessnent and Pol | uti on Control

In the wider sense the Director General of the Mnistry of Agriculture
and Marine Resources, the Environmental Education Co-ordinator of the

M nistry of Education, officials of the Mnistry of Local Governnent and
Sport, Seychelles Bureau of Standards, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs,

M nistry of Tourism And Civil Aviation discussed issues pertaining to
forest biological diversity and forwarded the sane.

A nunber of the private owners and mangers of snaller islands, who
contribute to the conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biologica
resources (e.g. ecotourism were also contacted e.g. Marine Park

Aut hority managi ng Curi euse |sland, managers of Fregate |Island, Denis

I sland, Aride Island, Bird Island, Cousine Island, North Island, Cousin,
Sl houet te

The NGOs Birdlife Seychelles and the Nature Protection Trust of
Seychel l es were al so contacted as nost of the research topics they are
i nvol ved rel ate and depend on forest biological diversity.



Deci sion IV/7 on Forest biological Diversity

1. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementati on of this decision
by your country?

a) High U b) Medi um c) Low

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the
obl i gati ons and recomrendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate c) U|d) Severely
Limting limting

2c
The main inpl enenting agency of the decision IV/I7 is the Forestry
Section in the Mnistry of Environnment. The recurrent budget of
the ministry is only in a position to cover the running costs of
the forestry activities. The Majority of the capital projects
addressing the recommendati ons of the CBD need external funding by
the different donor agencies

3. Has your country assessed the status and trends of its forest biologica
diversity and identified options for its conservati on and sustai nabl e use?
(Decision |V/7, paragraph 12)

a) no

b) assessnment underway (pl ease give details bel ow)

c) assessnent conpl eted (pl ease give details bel ow) O

d) not rel evant

3 c) priority areas have been addressed

(1) In 1993 the Seychel |l es Forest Managerment Pl an/ Sector Study
was conpleted with the objective of obtaining adequate
information on the status of the forest resources of
Seychel l es. The aimwas to establish a forest resource
managenment strategy and programre to ensure the
sustainability of the resource base. Further to that the
strengths and constraints in forest and conservation
policies were identified.

(ii) A conplete survey of the endem c and threatened pl ant
species of the granitic Seychelles was carried out from 1994
to 1996 and a report conpiled. Al species were classified
according to the International Conservation (IUCN) criteria
of critically endangered to vul nerabl e species. A second
report comnpiled areas of special conservation value for the
plants of the granitic islands of Seychelles.

(iii) The Cabinet of Mnisters approved the Forest Policy paper in
1996, which was prepared with the assistance of the UNDP
The Forestry Policy statenment ains at establishing the
basi c principles, broad objectives, main forest functions
and priorities and strategies for forestry devel opment in
Seychel l es The forest Policy paper was prepared as required
by the Seychell es Forest Managenent Plan and must be read
together with the Forest Management Pl an/ Sector Study




(iv) In 1999 an integrated nmanagenment plan for the |argest
terrestrial national park covering 20% of the main island
was subnmitted. In line with the preparation of the sane a
t hor ough assessment was conducted over the period of 1 year

(v) One of the flag ship species of Seychelles forest biologica
diversity is Lodoi cea nmal divica, the double coconut, which
is the biggest seed in the plant kingdom The seed is
commerci ali sed as a souvenir. Since 1999, a project for the
sust ai nabl e managenent of Lodoicea naldivica started with
the University of Reading. The project is still ongoing.

(vi) Ecotourismdevel opnent is being encouraged as a nmeans of
sust ai nabl e use and to add value to forest resources. In
line with the ecotourism devel opment |eaflets introducing
the nature trails are on sale and sonme of the nobney
generated will be reinvested in ecotourism and conservation
proj ects

(vii) Some work to assess the threats posed by invasive species is
ongoi ng:

Exanple 1
Experi nent at “Congo Rouge” conducted by the Comni ssion de L’ Ccean

Indien (CO) with the European Uni on support:

The aim of the experiment was to find the different approaches in
order to eradi cate some invasive plant species such as C nnanpn
(G nnanmon verrun) and Chi nese Guava (Psidiumcattleianun). The
experiment lasted for two years (1994 to 1996). The experi nent
was conducted at 750 netres altitude in a forest high in

bi ol ogi cal diversity.

Several techniques were used; cutting of the trunks, manual
uprooting of the young exotic plants, ringing of G nnanon and
Guava trees, chemical treatnment of the stunp and trunks using
Round Up (herbici des).

The result of the experinent reveal ed that the techni ques

enpl oyed have some negative inpact and significant disturbances on
the biotic environment especially towards the detriment of the
endem ¢ species (subjected to high light intensity,

di sorgani sation of the hunus |ayer, disorganisation of the

i nterconnection of the roots between individuals, contam nation of
endem ¢ by the chemnical products when in close proximty, the
appear ance of new intrudi ng species).

In line with the experiment, an endem c nursery was set up in 1998
with the ai mof propagating endenic plant species in areas where
the potential for endenic species to thrive well were identified.

Exanple 2: The Forestry Section conducted a sinilar experinment,

at an altitude of 450 netres, at Mare aux Cochons in February-
March 1998. One of the ainms is the reintroduction of rare endenic
speci es such as Bois de Fer (Vateriopsis sechellarum. The
starting cohort is through the coppicing of mature C nnanpbn and
Janbr osa (Eugeni a janbos), whereas the young saplings are manual |y



uprooted. The site is regularly nonitored so as to renove any
exotic species in the vicinity of the
endem ¢ saplings planted.

If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

4. Has your country requested assistance through the financial mechanismfor
projects that pronbte the inplenentation of the focused work progranme an
forest biological diversity? (Decision |V/7, paragraph 7)

a) no
b) yes (please give details bel ow) O
4 b):
i) A concept paper was subnmitted to the d obal Environment

Facility (GEF) UNDP under the project nane “Granitic |slands
Terrestrial Ecosystens Biodiversity Conservation”

The aimof the project is to devel op a conservation strategy
for the forest of the granitic islands of Seychelles.

i) The ongoi ng GEF m d-si zed Avi an Ecosystens project, an NGO
/ Govt partnership project, contained specific components for
both nobuntain and coastal forest ecosystem assessnent and
for coastal forest ecosystemrehabilitation

Programre elenent 1: Holistic and inter-sectoral ecosystem approaches
that integrate the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica

di versity, taking account of social and cultural and economc

consi derati ons

5. Has your country identified nmethodol ogi es for enhancing the integration of
forest biological diversity conservation and sustainable use into an holistic
approach to sustainable forest managenent at the national |evel? (Wrk
Programme, paragraph 13)

a) no

b) yes — linted extent (please give details bel ow) O

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

5.b):

The Seychell es Government is ainming towards a holistic approach to

i ntegrate the conservation and sustainabl e use of forest biologica
diversity. At present the main conponents of the nethodol ogy applied
are legal protection, a permt systemto control the felling of trees,
where deci sions are taken on a case by case basis, permanent nonitoring,
survey's and sensitisation and public awareness.

In detail a process to prepare a Biodiversity and Conservation Act under
which all the conponents of plant genetic resources managenent and
conservation will be covered has started. Legal protection is being
updated. The protection systemw Il cover stringent |aws for plant
species that are critically endangered and | ess stringent |aws for those
that are not critically endangered.

Prior to the |aw regul ati ons and nechani sms had been set up, which
concern the best practices and approaches for the collection of plant




material e.g. for nedicinal purposes. One species, the Lodoicea
mal di vica has it’s own nanagenment decree, as it is a flagship species
for Seychell es and has consi derabl e i medi ate conmerci al val ue. The
felling of comercial exotic tinber species in plantations is selective.
In Seychelles forestry is no |onger practiced as a nmgjor conmercia

busi ness, but it is nbre conservation oriented, e.g. selective felling
of mature trees in plantations. Native trees are generally not felled
for conmercial purposes. An Environmental |nmpact Assessment (ElA) is

requi red for any devel opment under the national |egislation

6. Has your country devel oped net hodol ogi es to advance the integration of
traditional forestrel ated know edge i nto sustai nabl e forest nanagenent,
accordance with Article 8(j)? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 14)

in

a) no

b) yes — linmted extent (please give details bel ow) O

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

6 b):

(1) The first settlenent of Seychelles was only in the 1770 s,
traditional forest related know edge is therefore |imted.
However, sone know edge on nedicinal properties of different
pl ant species is known. An association is in the process of
being formed where the traditional healers are being
sensitised on the issue of sustainable harvest nethods.

7. Has your country pronoted cooperation on the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of forest biological resources at all levels in accordance with
Articles 5 and 16 of the Convention? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 15)

a) no

b) yes — linited extent (please give details bel ow) O

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

7 b):

The M nistry of Environment has established sound co-operation with
institutions |ike RBG Kew, Eden Project, FAO Reading University,
Forestry Conmi ssion UK, GEF. However existing co-operation are based on
i ssues at hand and taking into account prevailing linmtations. Wth
regards to article 16 access to technol ogy has only being practised to a

limted extent, e.g. identification of unknown pest and disease in the
forests.
8. Has your country pronmpoted the sharing of relevant technical and scientific

i nformati on on networks at all |evels of protected forest areas and
networ ki ng nodalities in all types of forest ecosystens? (Wrk Programme,
par agr aph 17)

a) no

b) yes — linited extent

(pl ease give details bel ow) O

c) yes — significant extent

(pl ease give details bel ow)

d) not applicable




8 b):

(i) The M nistry of Environment is awaiting for the officia
[ aunching of its Web page. The Governnment of Seychelles
conpleted its first National Report and al so published its
National Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan in 1997. The
Envi ronnent al Managenent Plan of Seychelles (EMPS) 2000-
2010 was | aunched in 2000. Both have been distributed
wi del y.

(ii) Unfortunately, the majority of scientific information is
being held in research and other institutions all around the
world. Mst of the scientists were and are of foreign
origin. Locally held information however, is being made
avai | abl e on a case-by-case basis on request.

Programme el enent 2: Conprehensive analysis of the ways in which human
activities, in particular forest-nanagenment practices, influence

bi ol ogi cal diversity and assessnent of ways to mnimze or mtigate
negative influences

9. Has your country pronoted activities for an enhanced under st andi ng of
positive and negative human influences on forest ecosystens by | and-use
managers, policy nmakers, scientists and other rel evant stakehol ders )
(Work Progranme, paragraph 29)

a) mniml activity

b) yes — linited extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) O

d) not rel evant

9c)

(1) Prior to any devel opnent an Environmental |nmpact Assessnent
is required under the Environnment Protection Act.

(ii) The country ran several workshops for key stakehol ders on
forest fire prevention and control from 1994 to 1999. The
same was done for the guidelines regarding tree felling.

(iii) A series of semnars were carried out during the preparation
of the Forest Managenent Plan Sector Study. All aspects of
forest management and forest conservation were w dely
covered during these activities.

10. Has your country pronpted activities to assenbl e managenent experiences
and scientific, indigenous and local information at the national and | oca
| evel s to provide for the sharing of approaches and tools that lead to
i nproved forest practices with regard to forest biological diversity?
(Work Programre, paragraph 30)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — linited extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) O

d) not rel evant




10c)

(i) The Environmental Trust Fund (ETF) of Seychelles is an
or gani sati on whereby individuals can donate and make
contributions towards the preservation, conservation and
protection of the Environment in general. A multi-sectora
board of governors ensures the sharing of finance in |ine
wi th the above subject. The population is given sufficient
i nformati on through the media. (TV, radio, newspaper
brochures) and through extension services, whereby forestry
of ficers act as extension officers while undertaking site
visits e.g. inspection upon receipt of request for tree
felling.

(ii) There are several institutions, (Town and Country Pl anni ng,
NGO s, ETF and the Environment Public Rel ations section)
whi ch are responsible for the sharing of information and on
t he sound approaches that can be carried out to inprove
forest practices with regard to forest biological diversity
conservation and protection

(iii) The process of conpiling the Environnmental Managenent Pl an
of Seychell es ensured information gathering through broad
nati onal consultation and nati onal workshops,

(iv) The preparation of the National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan was undertaken using the sanme principles.

11. Has your country pronoted activities with the aimof providing options to
mnimze or mtigate negative and to pronote positive human infl uences on
forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programre, paragraph 31)

a) mniml activity

b) yes — linited extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) O

d) not rel evant

11 c):

(1) Apart fromalien invasive species a serious threat to
Seychel l es biodiversity is forest fire. To address this
i ssue a Forest Fire Contingency plan has been prepared. To
further strengthen the plan a Technical Co-operation
Programe was devel oped with FAO for forest fire nanagement.

(ii) The Seychelles has designated approx. 50%of its total |and
area as protected area (National Parks, Nature Reserve
etc.). In addition sea has been reclainmed to provide nore
| and t hereby negating the requirenent to develop in forested
bi odi verse nountain areas.

(iii) The Forest nurseries around the islands provide sufficient
plant materials for supplying the general public demand in a
bid to prevent illegal renmoval of young plants fromthe
forest. The domestic tinber industry is supplied entirely
with exotics harvested fromtinber plantations, thus
mnimsing the risk of people harvesting indigenous tinber.

12. Has your country pronpted activities to mnimze the inpact of harnful
alien species on forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph
32)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — linited extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) 0

d) not rel evant




12 b):

(1) The main threat to Seychelles forest biological diversity is
alien invasive species and the problemis currently so broad
that only certain areas/species of particular concern have
been addressed to date.

12 c)

(i) In 1993 the Seychell es Forest Managenent Pl an/ Sector Study
was conpleted with the objective to obtain adequate
information on the status of the forest resources of
Seychelles in order to establish a forest resources
managenment strategy and respective programme to ensure the
sustainability of the resource base. Further to that the
strengths and constraints in forest nanagenment and
conservation were identified.

(i) Wth financial assistance fromthe Dutch Govt. a project
was designed and i nplenmented to address the issue of
i nvasi ve creepers. This included extensive public awareness
canpai gns the production of posters and information |eaflets
and various pilot control projects.

(iii) Where possible sone control measures are being practiced
with the aimof elimnating/controlling sone invasive exotic
species. However, the control and elimnation programe is
difficult to inplenment because the invasive plant species
are very aggressive the appropriate technol ogi es and
resources are | acking.

(iv) During the last five years, a quarter of Forestry Divisions
budget was spent on dealing with alien species.

(v) Alien manmal i an predator eradications carried out on four
i sl ands incorporating private sector , NGO and internationa
partners have been successful with the goal of enhancing the
status of endangered | ow and forest biodiversity...notably
endenmi ¢ bird species.

(vi) A nunber of the snmaller and privately owned islands have
enbar ked on forest ecosystemrehabilitation projects.

13. Has your country identified nmeans and mechani sns to i nprove the
identification and prioritisation of research activities related to
i nfl uences of human activities, in particular forest nmanagenent practices,
on forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programre, paragraph 33)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — linited extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) O

d) not rel evant

13c)

Wth the help of the SADC through a regional process a list of Criteria
and Indicators was conpiled to help in the identification of gaps where
research is needed or to study the inpacts of human activities on
forests. For the next decade (2001-2010) the body responsible for
forestry issues in Seychelles has listed a series of progranme/projects
whi ch have been considered as priority and nust be inplenented provided
that there are funding. These include the follow ng:

Provision for better forest protection system
| nprove conservation of Forest Biodiversity
Enhance research on forests and species
Capacity buil di ng

Strengt hen the nanagenent of protected areas.
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The NBSAP docunent also identifies the gaps where research i s needed.

The EMPS | ays out nationally agreed priorities in forest biologica

di versity managenent for the 2000-2010 peri od.

14.

Does your country hold research results and synt heses of reports of
rel evant scientific and traditional know edge on key forest biologica
diversity issues and, if so, have these been di ssem nated as w dely as

possi bl e? (Work Programme, paragraph 34)

a) not rel evant

b) sone relevant material, but not w dely di sseni nated O

c) significant material that could be nobre wi dely

di ssem nat ed (pl ease give details bel ow)

d) yes - already w dely dissem nated (pl ease give details

bel ow)

14 b):

(1) Sonme materials are found in the Kew Garden in London
Engl and

(i) The first settlenent of Seychelles was only in the 1770s
traditional forest-related know edge is therefore Ilimted.
However, sone know edge on nedicinal properties of different
pl ant species is known. An association is in the process of
being formed were the healers are being sensitised on the
i ssue of sustainable harvest nethods.

(iii) Unfortunately, the majority of scientific information is
being held in research and other institutions all around the
worl d. Most scientists were and are of foreign origin and
it isonly in the past 15 years that records are kept by the
Seychel | es Bureau of Standards. However information is
bei ng made avail abl e on a case-by-case basis as requested.

15. Has your country prepared case-studi es on assessing i npacts of fires and

alien species on forest biological diversity and their influences on the
managenent of forest ecosystens and savannahs? (Work Programme, paragraph

35)

a) no — please indicate bel ow whether this is due to a | ack
of avail abl e case-studies or for other reasons

0

b) yes — pl ease give bel ow any views you may have on the
usef ul ness of the preparation of case-studies for

devel opi ng a better biological understanding of the problem
and/ or better nanagenent responses.

15

a):

Submi ssi on of case studies within the deadline was not possible due

to the lack of hunan resources. However if acceptable by the
secretariat case studies will be subnmitted at a |ater date




Progranme el ement 3: Met hodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aboration

and inplenmentation of criteria and indicators for forest biological
diversity
16. Has your country assessed experiences gained in national and regiona
processes, identifying comobn el enents and gaps in existing initiatives
and i nproving indicators for forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe,
par agr aph 43)
a) mniml activity
b) yes — linmted assessnent nade (pl ease give details O
bel ow)
c) yes — significant assessnment nade (pl ease give details O
bel ow)
d) not rel evant
16b: regionally , limted assessnent nmde:
(1) Seychelles is part of the South African Devel opnent

Conmunity (SADC) and is involved in the drafting of the SADC
Forestry Protocol

(i) Seychel l es al so participated through the SADC in the

regi onal process to conpile a list of Criteria and
Indicators (C& ) for forest biological diversity. Even if
the sets of C& | have not been nationally tested, it is
however being practised on a case-by-case basis through the
i npl enentati on of stand al one projects e.g. in the Nationa
Par k nanaged by Forestry.

16 c: nationally, significant assessnent made

(1) Conmon el ements and gaps were identified in relation to
nati onal projects (projects in the NBSAP). The gaps
identified were bridge through the devel opnment of the
Envi ronnent al Managenent Plan of Seychelles. Criteria and
I ndi cators were devel oped as a tool
16 Has your country carried out taxononic studies and inventories at the
nati onal |evel which provide for a basic assessnent of forest biol ogical
di versity? (Work Programre, paragraph 43)
a) mnimal activity
b) yes — linited assessnent nade (please give details O
bel ow)
c) yes — significant assessment made (pl ease give details O
bel ow)
d) not rel evant
17 b): As for lower plants and nonocotyl edons ie. grasses no

t axononmi ¢ studi es and i nventories have been done.

17 c): Taxonomi ¢ inventories dates back as far as early as 1800
Significant assessments were carried out with regards to dicotyl edons.



