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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on nateri al

whi ch was used as a basis for the report.

This report has been based on the information gathered by (1) the Institute of Botany of the
Polish Academy of Sciences in Krakow (IB PAS), and (2) the Museum and Institute of
Zoology of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw (MIZ PAS). Both organizations are
governmental Institutes being the country research centers in the field of taxonomy and
biodiversity, responsible also for gathering and publishing information on biodiversity of all
groups of plants and fungi (1B PAS), and animals (MI1Z PAS) (floras and faunas, respectively;
checklists, atlases, catalogues, iconographies, bibliographies, etc.). They also host central
botanical (IB PAS) and zoological (MIZ PAS) collections and libraries in Polard (over
200 000 volumes each). IB PAS also hosts the central herbarium collection (1,6 million items
altogether, including iconotheca of algae and collection of fossils). IB PAS and MIZ PAS also
regularly publish three and four international journals, respectively, devoted to taxonomy, and
phyto- and zoogeography, and amost all important series in this field.

Main sources of information for this report were:

() information gathered by the IB PAS by means of questionnaires for new editions of Polish
databases of botanical collections, persons and ingtitutions involved in botanical research in
the field of taxonomy and biodiversity; and by MI1Z PAS through intensive contacts with
individuals and institutions involved in zoologica research in Poland,;

(i) information on programmes supported by the Polish Ministry of Environment, Ministry of
the Scientific Research and Information Technology, Foundation for Polish Science, and
some other institutions and organisations,

(iii) information concerning taxonomic initiatives gathered by the Centre of Botanical
Information at 1B PAS in published and not published (internal) databases, and by MIZ PAS
in connection with, among others, its work on the Fauna of Poland.




REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR THE
GLOBAL TAXONOWY | NI Tl ATI VE

Progranme of Work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative
Annex to Decision VI/8

Operational Objective 1. Assess taxonom c needs and capacities at national,
regi onal and global levels for the inplenentation of the Convention

1. Has your country wundertaken any taxonom c needs assessnents and identified
priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but assessment is under way

c) yes, sone needs assessnents made (pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive assessnments nade (please provi de details)

Further comments on country-based taxononm c needs assessnents and identification of
priorities

- assessnment of conditions of storage, protection and availability of scientific
bot ani cal and zool ogi cal collections; special report prepared. |In consequence
the special progranme called BIOS of the Foundation for Polish Science,
focusi ng on Polish natural collections has been established for 2004-2006

- information gathered on research carried out in the field of taxononmy of plants
and animals, as well as on scientists and institutions involved in this
research (for botany - databases prepared by the Centre of Botanica
Information at |B PAS in cooperation with the Committee on Botany PAS and
Polish Botanical Society; for zoology - databases prepared by MZ PAS in
cooperation with the Conmittee on Zool ogy PAS);

- a network of Polish scientific institutions involved in taxonom c research was
created in order to reinforce cooperation and better identify research
priorities in the field of taxonony and biodiversity in Pol and.

- data on taxononmic resources collected across 10 countries acceding EU plus
Romania during the Fauna Europaea project by MZ wll enable to identify
crucial gaps in taxononic expertise in new menber states.

2. Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regional
t axonom ¢ needs assessnments and identify priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sone collaborative projects are being considered or | X
pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details)

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on regional taxonomc needs assessnment and identification of
priorities




- initiative of creating of the Distributed European Taxonomic Institute in the
frame of NoE (Network of Excellence) being - anbng others - focused on
assessnents of needs in taxonomc research and identifying priorities in this
field,

- discovering taxonom cal gaps through several projects dealing with aninals,
i ncluding Fauna Europaea (FP V), European Register of Marine Species and,
al t hough not directly, through Synthesys (FP V)

3.

Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonom c needs

assessnent ?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details) X

Further comments on the involvenment in the activities for the gl obal taxonom c needs
assessnent

- two Institutes of the Polish Acadeny of Sciences (IB PAS and M Z PAS) have been
involved in the initiative of <creating the Distributed European Taxonomc
Institute. There are also sonme other European scale prograns dealing in sone ways
with taxononmy in which Polish institutions are taking active role, including Fauna
Eur opaea, ENBlI and GBI F.

- MZ PAS, in collaboration with 19 European natural history nuseuns and botanic

gardens has been successful in securing a FP VI European-funded |ntegrated
Infrastructure Initiative grant, called SYNTHESYS - Synthesis of Systematic
Resour ces.

4,

Is your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to

pronote the inplenmentation of the programme of work for the GTI?

a) no

b) yes, sone progranmes devel oped and sone activities undertaken | X
(pl ease provi de details)

c) yes, conprehensive programes developed and many activities
under t aken (pl ease provi de detail s)

Further comments on public education and awareness programmes and activities

- wide spectrum of educational activities focused on various aspects of
bi odiversity and its threat and conservati on has been devel oped on both country
and regional scale by various institutions and organisations; the programmes
have been accompanied by selection of publications including fundanmental
el aborati ons, such as Polish Red Data Books and Lists, and nonographic atlas of
protect ed plants and aninals;

- collation and dissenm nation of biodiversity data required to establish/augnent
international networks of areas inmportant for conservation of European
bi odi versity (e.g., NATURA 2000, Inportant Plant Areas for Europe; |nportant
Bird Areas in Europe)

- creating and naking publicly avail able databases devoted to Polish research
(and its results) in the field of taxonony and biodiversity.




Operational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and nmaintain the systens
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biol ogical
speci mens that are the basis for taxononi c know edge

5. |Is your country working to strengthen global and regional capacity building to
support access to and generation of taxononic information!?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sonme programmes under devel opnment

c) yes, limted capacity building (please provide details) X

d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)

Further coments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and
generation of taxonom c information

- initiating the special programme (BIOS) of the Foundation for Polish Science,
devoted to anelioration of storage conditions, protection and availability of
scientific natural collections and supporting the devel opment of network of
institutions and databases in the field of taxonomy and biodiversity;

- building nodern infrastructure - roomnms supplied with adequate protection and
environmental paraneters control, to store the «collections of the nost
i mportant Polish research centres (Warszawa, Krakow, Poznan, Woclaw, Lodz,
Kat owi ce) ;

- pronotion of research by devel oping the network of information about scientific
col | ecti ons; scientific col | aboration at preparing t he country-scal e
inventories such as: the series “Biodiversity of Poland” (series of checklists
and catal ogues suming up the to-date know edge on species from various groups
of plants and fungi occurring in Poland), new Polish Field Flora, Ecological
Flora of Poland, atlases of distribution of vascular plants, nosses, lichens
and fungi, Fauna Pol ani ae, Catal ogus Pol oni ae, etc.

- building new capacities and potential in taxonom cal research: devel opment of
nol ecul ar taxonony | aboratories, etc.

6. |Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the
net wor ks for regional cooperation in taxonomy?

a) no

b) no, but consultation is under way

c) no, but sone plans and programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken for this purpose (please]| X
provi de detail s)

e) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provide details)

! Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure
capacity building.




Furt her comments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in
t axonomy

- two Institutes of the Polish Acadeny of Sciences (1B PAS and M Z PAS) have been
involved in the initiative of creating the Distributed European Taxonomnic
Institute;

- MZ PAS is a nenber of Consortium of European Taxonomic Facilities. It is a
net worked consortium of scientific institutions in Europe formed to pronote
training, research and understandi ng of systematic biol ogy and pal aeobi ol ogy,

- participating in formal and informal networks of institutions preparing
regional inventories (checklists and nmonographs of different groups of plants,
fungi, and animals) in Europe (e.g., Atlas Florae Europaeae; Atlas of European
Mamal s) and outside of Europe, by specialists in various taxonom c groups
(orchids of tropical regi ons, nosses and lichens of the Arctic and
Subantarctic, and others);

- international research projects (EUfinanced and others) devoted to studies of
bi odi versity.

Oper at i onal obj ective 3. Facilitate an i mproved and effective
infrastructure/ system for access to taxonomc information, with priority on
ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning
el ements of their biodiversity

7. |Is your country involved in the developnent of a coordinated global taxonomny
information system in particular the infrastructure to access digitized
dat a/ i nf or mat i on?

a) no

b) no, but sone plans are being considered

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details) X

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on involvenent in the devel opnent of a coordi nated gl obal taxonony
i nformati on system

- participation in Pan- European programe Bl OCASE;

- devel opnent of computer databases of taxonomc information for different groups
of organisnms, botanical and zool ogical collections, people and institutions
i nvol ved in taxonom c research;

- elaboration and publication of country-scale and regi onal taxonom ¢ checklists
and inventories of biodiversity in different groups of organisns.




Operational objective 4. Wthin the major thematic work programmes of the
Convention include key taxonom c objectives to generate information needed for
deci sion-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its conponents

8. Has your country nade any taxonom c studies and inventories at the national [evel
whi ch provide a basic assessnent of forest biological diversity, in particular in
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation value?

a) no (please provide the reasons)

b) no, but some progranmes are under devel opnment X

c) yes, sone studies and i nventories nade (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive studies and inventories nmade (please provide
det ail s)

Further conments on taxonom ¢ studies and inventories nade for a basic assessnent of
forest biological diversity

- inventories of protected species for forest areas and national parks and sonme
adm ni strative districts,

- participation in the inmportant international networks of areas being involved
in protection of European biodiversity (NATURA 2000, Inportant Plant Areas for
Europe; Inportant Bird Areas in Europe, etc.), including anmong others forest
speci es and habitats.

9. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities relating to nmarine and
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomic work related to identification of
bal | ast water organisnms and nmonitoring health of nangrove systens through their
i nvertebrate fauna?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programres are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

e) yes, many neasures undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities identified in the programe of work on
mari ne and coastal biodiversity

- participation in preparing the Red List of species and biotopes of Baltic region.

- inventory of coastal and nmarine Inmportant Bird Areas in the Baltic Sea, etc

10. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenenting relevant actions
identified in the programe of work on dry and sub-humid |ands biodiversity, in
particular identification of key indicator taxa |ike |ichens?

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for inprovenent)

b) not applicable X

c) no, but sone progranmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken(please provi de details)

e) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxononmic support for inplenenting the programme of work on dry
and sub-huni d | ands bi odi versity




11. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenenting relevant actions
identified in the progranme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem
nonitoring for river and | ake heal th?

a) no

b) no, but sonme progranmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, some activities undertaken(please provide detail s) X

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Furt her comments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programe of work
on inland waters biodiversity

- regional guides and catal ogues of freshwater fish and invertebrates are relatively
regularly publishing; for exanple, “Freshwater fish of Poland” (2001) by Prof. M

Brylinska from the University of O sztyn. Sone institutions, such as Department of
I nvertebrate Zool ogy & Hydrobiology of the University of Lodz, specialized in research
on inland waters biodiversity.

12. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities identified in the
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soil
Bi odi versity Initiative?

a) no

b) no, but sone activities are being pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonony-related activities for the inplenentation of the
programe of work on agricultural biodiversity

- devel opment of Agri-Environnental Progranmes aimed to support and enhance
farm and bi odiversity in Poland (as a part of national Rural Devel opnent Pl an);

- national Biological Mnitoring programe;

- studies on changes in populations of bee-like pollinators in the areas of
Pol i sh national parks;

- taxonomic needs will be addressed within a national Strategy for Conservation
of Agricultural Biodiversity.

13. I's your country devel oping any taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the
programme of work on nountain biodiversity, in particular identification of
bi odi versity conmponents uni que to nmountai n ecosystens?

a) no

b) no, but sone programres are under devel opnent

c) yes, limted support (please provide details)

d) yes, significant support (please provide details) X

Furt her comments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programe of work
on nount ai n bi odi versity




- inventories of different groups of plants and fungi in the nountain regions of
Pol and (series of checklists of the Carpathians, of the Tatra National Park);

- el aboration of red lists and red books of threatened taxa for the Polish
nmount ai ns;

- participation in the international projects aimng at studies of biodiversity
of nountain areas in Europe on specific and infraspecific levels (e.g. EU
financed research grants | NTRABI ODI V, LACOPE)

14. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for the inplenmentation of the
programme of work on protected areas?

a) no

b) no, but sone progranmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone progranmes in place and are being inplenented (please | X
provi de detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive programres are being inplemented (please
provi de detail s)

Further coments on taxonom ¢ support provided to the inplenentation of the progranme
of work on protected areas

- inventories of various taxonom ¢ groups of plants and animals for alnost all of
23 national parks in Poland have been prepared and publi shed;

- manual s including species and habitat identification chapters were devel oped to
support biodiversity monitoring and nanagenment of international networks of
areas inportant for conservation of European biodiversity (e.g., NATURA 2000
I nportant Plant Areas for Europe; Inportant Bird Areas in Europe).

Operational objective 5. Wthin the work on cross-cutting issues of the
Convention include key taxonom ¢ objectives to generate information needed for
deci sion-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its conponents

15. Has your country taken any measures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opment of a nationa
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?

a) no

b) no, but some programres are under devel opnment

c) yes, sonme neasures taken (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive nmeasures taken (pl ease provide details) X

Further comments on the neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conmponents in the devel opnent of a nationa
strategy on access and benefit-sharing




- preparation and publication of nat i onal and regional inventories of
bi odiversity for different groups of plants, fungi (the series “Biodiversity of
Pol and” edited by I B PAS), and ani nmals;

- preparation and publication of the Atlas of distribution of plants protected in
Pol and and the Atlas of distribution of plants in Poland (IB PAS, Jagiellonian
University in Krakow); the same in the case of animals (one of the best
exanples is the project "A distribution atlas of butterflies in Poland" running
since 1986. Satisfying results were obtained due to |arge nunber of records,
what was attained by well organized network of ca. 230-240 field recorders.
Al so sonme organisations engaged in nature protection are involved: Polish
Society of Nature Friends "Pro Natura" from Woclaw and Radom & Kielce Nature
Soci ety);

- preparation of other tools facilitating the nanagenent of plant biodiversity in
Poland (e.g., new Field Flora of Poland, new Descriptive and Ecol ogical Flora
of Poland in 5 volumes — in prep., etc.);

- a countrywi de survey of common breeding birds (nunbers, trends and habitat
preferences) run since 2000 enables to identify critical habitat requirements
and develop appropriate policy measures for a range of habitats, minly
agricul tural ones.

16. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive
alien species?

a) no

b) no, but relevant policy and programe under devel opnment

c) yes, sone policies and programmes in place (please provide | X
det ail s)

d) vyes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place (please
provi de detail s)

Further coments on taxonom ¢ support to address the issues of invasive alien species

- country-scale conference on invasive species in Poland, organized in 2003 in
Krakow, by the Committee of the Nature Protection Polish Acadeny of Science;

- multidisciplinary, country-scale research project (financed by the Mnistry of
Science and I nformati on Technol ogy) devoted to invasive species fromdifferent
taxonom ¢ groups in Poland has started. The project is coordinated by the Institute
of Nature Protection PAS (zoological part) and the Institute of Botany PAS
(botanical part). It ainms at preparing:

(i) Polish Books of invasive plants, aninmals and fungi

(ii) nonographi c study of biological invasions;

(iii) devel opnent of database of invasive species (plants, animals and fungi).
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17. Has your country devel oped taxononmi c i nformati on systemto support the nmintenance
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and |local communities in accordance wth Article 8(j) and related
provi si ons?

a) no

b) not applicable X

c) no, but sone programres are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken but a systemis not in place yet
(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, a taxonomc information system in place (please provide
detail s)

Further coments on the taxonomic information system to support the nmaintenance,
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities

18. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities that support the
i mpl ementati on of the ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessnents,
nonitoring and i ndi cators?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, some programmes in place (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive programes in place (please provide details) X

Further conments on programres and activities to support the inplementation of the
ecosyst em approach and the work in the field of assessnents, nmonitoring and indicators

- the national system of biological nonitoring of chosen taxa related to various
ecosyst ens;

- preparation of the atlas of distribution of ecosystenms (plant communities) in a
10x10 kmgrid system (coordi nated by prof. J.M Matuszki ewi cz);

- The countrywi de survey of common breeding birds (numbers, trends & habitat
preferences) is providing essential nonitoring data for ca 80 species (project
run by OTOP (BirdLife Poland) in liaison with Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds, WK);

- National populations of several npbst threatened birds of prey species are
noni tored (nunmbers, productivity) by Eagle Protection Conmittee;

- Satellite nonitoring of the Baltic marine ecosystem by the Institute of
Cceanol ogy of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Sopot.

If your country wshes to provide additional information on
impl enentation of this programme of work, please do so in the
foll owi ng space
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