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IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  pprreeppaarraa ttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt  

Box I.  

Please provide information on the preparation of this report, including information on stakeholders 
involved and material used as a basis for the report. 

The Kingdom of Denmark is the signatory part to the Convention of Biological Diversity. The 
Kingdom of Denmark has tree parts: Denmark, The Faeroe Islands and Greenland. The 
organization of the administrative as well as the political responsibilities within theses three 
parts in the Kingdom is internationally quite unusual in the sense that each of the two last 
mentioned parts has its own form of Home rule within the Kingdom of Denmark. One of the 
obligations allocated to i.e. Greenland is that Greenland is responsible for implementing the 
CBD in that country.   
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This report from Greenland has been developed in an interactive process under the 
responsibility of the Greenland Home Rule Government, Ministry of Environment and Nature 
involving other parts of the Home Rule Government, other institutions, the Danish Ministry of 
Environment, and a consulting company. 
 

As background information with main importance for this reporting can be mentioned:  

Home rule system: 
On 1st May 1979, Greenland gained Home Rule. Since then Greenland has had its own Home 
Rule Government, elected by the Greenland Parliament. This implies that the Greenland Home 
Rule Government can adopt legislation and administer its own affairs in relation to i.e. 
implementation of environmental agreements. Since 1979 Greenland has steadily obtained 
greater powers than authorized by the Greenland Home Rule Act, e.g. when the Cabinet and 
the Danish Government made an agreement in principle on Greenland’s involvement in the 
common foreign and security policies. 
This situation where “The Kingdom of Denmark” is composed of three parts – Denmark, The 
Faroe Islands and Greenland, with Home Rule systems in the last two parts, calls for 
coordination of the reports from the different entities, because the three parts of the 
Kingdom are responsible for its own implementation. As the three parts of the Kingdom have 
the same foreign policy, international agreements are signed by Denmark as “The Kingdom of 
Denmark”, and it is Denmark who submits the reports. 

 
New legislation in relation to nature protection: 

The most important initiatives are: 
· A new ministerial order on birds was adopted in January 2004. 

· A new Nature Protection Act was adopted by the Parliament, December 2003. This act is a 
framework act adopted to allow – among other things - implementation of the Ramsar 
Convention and the protection of specially designated areas. (More details in box II.)  

· New ministerial order on narwhal and beluga was adopted in February 2004. It allows 
quotas on the hunt of these species. Quotas were adopted in June 2004. 
Realising that legislation alone is not sufficient to make everybody understand and accept 
new protection measures and the principle of sustainable exploitation, the Greenland Cabinet 
in 2002 further adopted two programmes: 
· An extensive public awareness campaign concerning sustainable use of living resources. The 
campaign was conducted from 2002-2004. Read more about the campaign in “The 
information campaign on sustainable use”. 
· An action programme for sustainable use of living resources. The Ministry of Environment 
and Nature and the Ministry of Fisheries & Hunting will be responsible for the preparation of 
this action plan. 
 

Sustainable use:  
Greenland is obligated to meet the demands for protection and sustainable use of genetics, 
species and ecosystems as specified in the Biodiversity Convention. Three basic demands 
have to be met: 
1. A comprehensive country report has to be made of Greenland’s ecosystem: That was done 
in 1999 where the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources report: Greenland’s Ecosystem – 
a country study. This document is currently being translated into English and will be, with 
some adjustments, be suitable to be presented as country report as required by the 
Convention. 
2. A strategy for the protection of bio-diversity has to be made: The Protection of Nature Act 
gives the Government a wide range of tools to protect the nature and the environment. The 
law was passed on 10 December 2003 and the Ministry of Environment and Nature is a 
member of a working group with the task to develop an Action Plan to secure sustainable 
utilization of the living resources. In addition, it is necessary to include the human aspect, as 
those people who are dependent on hunting are dependent on utilizing the living resources 
for their subsistence. Shortage of alternative income possibilities besides hunting is a reality. 
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Therefore, a socio-economic analysis of the hunting industry has been completed. The report 
introduces recommendations on how to structure the hunting trade in the future. 
 

Arctic Council: 
Finally is should be mentioned that Greenland is an active member of the Arctic Council.  
The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental forum for addressing many of the common 
concerns and challenges faced by the Arctic states; Canada, Denmark (including Greenland 
and the Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Federation, Sweden and the 
United States.  
The Council is a unique forum for co-operation between national governments and indigenous 
peoples. Six international organizations representing many Arctic indigenous communities 
have the status of Permanent Participants of the Arctic Council and are involved in the work 
of the Council in full consultation with governments. The main objective of the Arctic Council 
is to serve as a regional forum for securing sustainable development, with the mandate to 
address all three of its main pillars/working areas: the environmental, social and economic. 

Under the council exist five working groups focusing on such issues as monitoring, assessing 
and preventing pollution in the Arctic, climate change, biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable use, emergency preparedness and prevention in addition to the living conditions 
of the Arctic residents. For this report the most important working group is “Conservation of 
Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF)”. CAFF aims at promoting the conservation of biodiversity and 
the sustainable use of living resources. Effective conservation of many circumpolar species 
and other natural resources requires close cooperation with non-arctic states. There is a need 
for enhanced monitoring of biodiversity at the circumpolar level, fully utilizing traditional 
knowledge, to detect the impacts of global change on biodiversity and to enable Arctic 
communities to effectively respond and adapt to those changes. The Working Group has 
published a substantive overview report on biodiversity and conservation in the Arctic, 
including marine areas, titled Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna. 
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BB..  PPRRIIOORRIITTYY  SSEETTTTIINNGG,,  TTAARRGGEETTSS  AANNDD  OOBBSSTTAACCLLEESS  
 
Box II.  

Please provide an overview of the status and trends of various components of biological diversity in 
your country based on the information and data available. 

 
Greenland is the largest island in the world situated in the arctic region. The total area of the 
island is 2.166.086 km2.  Main part of the island is ice-covered, so only a smaller part around 
410.449 km2 is ice-free.  Climate is low artic in the southern part, main part is however 
characterised as high artic in relation to vegetation and animal life. The original population –
the Inuit – amount to 47.000 people out of a total population on 56.000. The inhabitants are 
mainly concentrated in 18 towns and around 60 small settlements (bygder), all situated close 
to the coast.  The only two inland places with settlements consist of two old US airport areas, 
now transferred to the Home Rule authorities, airport areas, though some sheep holders in 
Southern Greenland do live some distance from the coast. Roads do not connect towns and
settlements, hence transportation of passengers and supplies of goods are transported by 
sea or by air (helicopters and smaller airplanes). During wintertime dog sleds and 
snowmobiles are used also.  
 

Main part of the ice-free area of Greenland (99,8 %) is undisturbed by human activities apart 
from an impact from traditional hunting and fishery.  The activities do mainly not influence 
the habitats, but do have some impact on some of the main exploited species.  

 
The following negative impacts on nature – commonly found in other areas of the world can 
not be found in Greenland or only to a very limited extent: 
Fragmentation, there is no roads between towns and settlements. 

Drainage, only very small areas in the sheep farming districts. 
Dams, only in relation to two smaller rivers in relation to water power stations. 

Transmission lines, in total only 55 km can be found. 

Forestry. No forest areas can be found in Greenland. 
Agricultural production. Less then 10 km2 are used for agricultural purposes. 

Freshwater pollution. All emission is done to bays and the sea. Only very limited impact in 
sheep holder districts. 

Aquaculture does not exist. 

 
The traditional occupation – fishery and wildlife taking – is totally dominating in relation to 
impact on nature. There is however a long tradition (100 years) for sheep farming in 
Southern Greenland. Tourism has increased rapidly in the last 15 years. There is active 
search for areas where mineral exploitation/raw material extraction can take place, but at 
the moment only one gold mine is operating.  

 

Fishing is the lifeline of Greenland and the primary industry in the country. 90 % of all export 
is derived from fishery. Main products include prawns, and Greenland halibut. Crabs, cod, 
lump sucker, caplin and some additional mussel and fish species also have importance.  
 

Wildlife taking is concentrated on the marine mammals, where the most important are:  Polar 
bear, hooded seal, walrus, ringed seal, mink whale, fin whale, narwhale, beluga, harbour 
porpoise and others. Among terrestrial mammals reindeer, musk ox and polar fox are 
important. Exploitation of bird species is limited to around 20 species, where the most 
important are Brünnich's Guillemot, eider, king eider, little auk, and kittiwake. 

 
In total the use of living resources in Greenland is concentrated on about 50 to 60 species. 
This should be related to the total number of species that occurs in Greenland around 9.700. 

The new Nature Protection Act (Landsting Act no 29 of 18 December 2003 on the Protection 
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of Nature) implements a number of obligations that can be derived from the Biodiversity 
Convention. The overall objective of the law is to conserve biological diversity, including 
genes, habitats, species and ecosystems and to ensure sustainable exploitation of natural 
resources. The act contains regulation on conservation of mammals, birds and other animals, 
plants, habitats, and description on how to conserve areas. Other paragraphs concerns 
protection of objects, protection lines, release, keeping, export, import and trade of species, 
protection of genetic resources, regulation of GMO, access to nature, nature restoration, and 
outdoor advertisement. (Danish version can be found on http://dk.nanoq.gl/gh.gl-
love/dk/2003/ltl/ltl_nr_29-2003_naturbeskyttelse/ltl_nr_29-2003_dk.htm  (English version to be 
found soon) 
 

At the moment a project on preparation f a strategy and action plan for nature protection and 
sustainable use of natural resources is being finalised.  The main objective is to support the 
Home Rule System with implementation of the Biodiversity Convention and other closely 
related international agreements. The final project document will include a number of 
recommendations to be used directly by the central administration but also decentralised in 
relation to nature protection in Greenland. Recommendations concerns administration, 
monitoring, reporting, information, capacity building etc. related to a number of articles in 
the Biodiversity Convention. Recommendations are not only directed towards the main 
administrative body (Directorate for Environment and Nature), but also other directorates, 
municipalities, institutions etc.  
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PPrriioorriittyy   SSeetttt iinngg  

11..  Please indicate, by marking an "X" in the appropriate column below, the level of priority your 
country accords to the implementation of various articles, provisions and relevant programmes of the 
work of the Convention.  

LLeevveell  ooff  PPrriioorriittyy  
AArrttiiccllee//PPrroovviissiioonn//PPrrooggrraammmmee  ooff  WWoorrkk  

HHiigghh  MMeeddiiuumm  LLooww  

a) Article 5 – Cooperation X   

b) Article 6 - General measures for conservation and sustainable 
use X   

c) Article 7 - Identification and monitoring     X  

d) Article 8 – In-situ conservation X   

e) Article 8(h) - Alien species   X 

f) Article 8(j) - Traditional knowledge and related provisions X   

g) Article 9 – Ex-situ conservation   X 

h) Article 10 – Sustainable use of components of biological diversity X   

i) Article 11 - Incentive measures  X  

j) Article 12 - Research and training  X  

k) Article 13 - Public education and awareness X   

l) Article 14 - Impact assessment and minimizing adverse impacts  X  

m) Article 15 - Access to genetic resources X   

n) Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technology   X 

o) Article 17 - Exchange of information  X  

p) Article 18 – Scientific and technical cooperation X   

q) Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its 
benefits 

  X 

r) Article 20 - Financial resources  X  

s) Article 21 - Financial mechanism   X 

t) Agricultural biodiversity   X 
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u) Forest biodiversity   X 

v) Inland water biodiversity   X 

w) Marine and coastal biodiversity X   

x) Dryland and subhumid land biodiversity   X 

y) Mountain biodiversity   X 

 

CChhaallllee nnggeess  aa nndd  OObbssttaacclleess   ttoo   IImmpplleemmeennttaatt iioonn  

2. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in 
implementing the provisions of the Articles of the Convention (5, 6,7, 8, 8h, 8j, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 
15,16, 17, 18, 19 and 20) 

3 = High Challenge 1 = Low Challenge  

2 = Medium Challenge 0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome  

N/A = Not applicable  

Articles 
Challenges 

5 6 7 8 8h 8j 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

a) LLaacckk  ooff  
ppoolliittiiccaall  wwiillll  aanndd  
ssuuppppoorrtt 

2 2 2 2 1 1 3 2 3 3 2 0 0 2 1 1 1 2 

bb))  LLiimmiitteedd  ppuubblliicc  
ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  aanndd  
ssttaakkeehhoollddeerr  
iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  

2 3 3 2 3 1 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 

cc))  LLaacckk  ooff  
mmaaiinnssttrreeaammiinngg  
aanndd  iinntteeggrraattiioonn  
ooff  bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  
iissssuueess  iinnttoo  ootthheerr  
sseeccttoorrss  

2 2 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 

dd))  LLaacckk  ooff  
pprreeccaauuttiioonnaarryy  
aanndd  pprrooaaccttiivvee  
mmeeaassuurreess  

3 3 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 1 3 3 2 1 3 3 

ee))  IInnaaddeeqquuaattee  
ccaappaacciittyy  ttoo  aacctt,,  
ccaauusseedd  bbyy  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  
wweeaakknneessss  

3 3 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 1 2 3 2 1 3 3 

ff))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ttrraannssffeerr  ooff  
tteecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd  
eexxppeerrttiissee  

1 3 3 2 3 1 3 2 3 3 2 1 3 2 2 1 3 3 

gg))  LLoossss  ooff  
ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  

1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 

hh))  LLaacckk  ooff  
aaddeeqquuaattee  

2 2 2 2 3 3 3 2 3 2 2 1 3 3 2 1 3 3 
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sscciieennttiiffiicc  
rreesseeaarrcchh  
ccaappaacciittiieess  ttoo  
ssuuppppoorrtt  aallll  tthhee  
oobbjjeeccttiivveess  

ii))  LLaacckk  ooff  
aacccceessssiibbllee  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

2 2 2 2 3 1 3 2 3 2 2 1 3 3 2 1 3 3 

jj))  LLaacckk  ooff  ppuubblliicc  
eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  
aawwaarreenneessss  aatt  aallll  
lleevveellss  

2 2 3 2 3 1 3 2 3 2 2 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 

kk))  EExxiissttiinngg  
sscciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  
ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  nnoott  
ffuullllyy  uuttiilliizzeedd  

2 2 2 2 3 1 3 2 3 3 3 1 3 3 2 2 3 3 

ll))  LLoossss  ooff  
bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  
tthhee  
ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  
ggooooddss  aanndd  
sseerrvviicceess  iitt  
pprroovviiddeess  nnoott  
pprrooppeerrllyy  
uunnddeerrssttoooodd  aanndd  
ddooccuummeenntteedd  

2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 2 1 3 3 2 1 3 3 

mm))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ffiinnaanncciiaall,,  
hhuummaann,,  
tteecchhnniiccaall  
rreessoouurrcceess  

2 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 1 3 3 2 1 3 3 

nn))  LLaacckk  ooff  
eeccoonnoommiicc  
iinncceennttiivvee  
mmeeaassuurreess  

2 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 3 3 

oo))  LLaacckk  ooff  
bbeenneeffiitt--sshhaarriinngg  

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

pp))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ssyynneerrggiieess  aatt  
nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd  
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
lleevveellss  

2 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 1 3 2 2 1 3 3 

qq))  LLaacckk  ooff  
hhoorriizzoonnttaall  
ccooooppeerraattiioonn  
aammoonngg  
ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  

3 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 1 3 3 2 1 3 3 

rr))  LLaacckk  ooff  
eeffffeeccttiivvee  
ppaarrttnneerrsshhiippss  

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

ss))  LLaacckk  ooff  
eennggaaggeemmeenntt  ooff  
sscciieennttiiffiicc  
ccoommmmuunniittyy  

1 1 2 1 3 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 

tt))  LLaacckk  ooff  
aapppprroopprriiaattee  
ppoolliicciieess  aanndd  llaawwss  

1 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 3 2 2 0 1 1 1 0 1 3 

uu))  PPoovveerrttyy  1 1 1 2 0 0 0 2 3 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
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vv))  PPooppuullaattiioonn  
pprreessssuurree  

0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 3 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 

ww))  UUnnssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  
ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  
aanndd  pprroodduuccttiioonn  
ppaatttteerrnnss  

0 2 1 2 0 2 0 2 3 2 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 3 

xx))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ccaappaacciittiieess  ffoorr  
llooccaall  
ccoommmmuunniittiieess  

2 2 2 2 3 1 3 2 3 2 2 1 3 3 2 1 1 3 

yy))  LLaacckk  ooff  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  
pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  
eeccoossyysstteemm--
bbaasseedd  
aapppprrooaacchheess  ttoo  
mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

1 3 2 3 3 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 

zz))  WWeeaakk  llaaww  
eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  
ccaappaacciittyy    

1 3 1 3 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 

aaaa))  NNaattuurraall  
ddiissaasstteerrss  aanndd  
eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  
cchhaannggee    

1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 

bbbb))  OOtthheerrss  
((pplleeaassee  ssppeecciiffyy))  

                  

 
22001100  TTaa rrggeett     

 
The Conference of the Parties, in decision VII/30, annex II, decided to establish a 
provisional framework for goals and targets in order to clarify the 2010 global target 
adopted by decision VI/26, help assess the progress towards the target, and promote 
coherence among the programmes of work of the Convention.  Parties and Governments are 
invited to develop their own targets with this flexible framework.  Please provide relevant 
information by responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables. 
 
Box III.  

Goal 1 Promote the conservation of the biological diversity of ecosystems, 
habitats and biomes. 

Target 1.1 At least ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions 
effectively conserved 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

The Worlds largest National Park is situated in Greenland covering the Northeastern part of the 
country. Total area is 972.000 km2. As mentioned habitat destruction is mainly not occurring in 
Greenland. Climate change is however an increasing worrying factor and a prioritized working area 
for research and monitoring in Greenland. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 
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Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land are only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

See box 2 for more information.  

 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box IV.  

Target 1.2 Areas of particular importance to biodiversity protected 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target 
above? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

As described for habitats there are no serious threats.  

 
 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid 
land 

 X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

See box 2 for more information. 
 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 
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VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box V.  

Goal 2 Promote the conservation of species diversity 

Target 2.1 Restore, maintain, or reduce the decline of populations of species of 
selected taxonomic groups 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

As mentioned in different parts of the report taking of species do play a role in relation to several 
species where sustainable use needs to be secured. In box 1 examples on legislation including 
regulation in relation to prawns, Greenland halibut, beluga, narwhale, and birds (different statutory 
orders) are mentioned and described. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 
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See box 2 for more information. 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 

Box VI.  

Target 2.2 Status of threatened species improved 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

A project funded by Dancea is ongoing where the main objective is to develop a national red data list 
for Greenland. Dancea (Danish Cooperation for Environment in the arctic region) is an environmental 
funding mechanism that have now existed for more then 10 years. The funding is in short supporting 
research and projects related to prevention of pollution, climate change research, protection and 
sustainable use og natural resources, health issues, indigenous people and more.   

 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 
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d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

See box 2 for more information. 
 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box VII.  

Goal 3 Promote the conservation of genetic diversity 

Target 3.1 
Genetic diversity of crops, livestock, and of harvested species of trees, 
fish and wildlife and other valuable species conserved, and associated 
indigenous and local knowledge maintained 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 
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II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid lands are only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

See box 2 for more information. 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box VIII.  

Goal 4 Promote sustainable use and consumption. 

Target 4.1 
Biodiversity-based products derived from sources that are 
sustainably managed, and production areas managed consistent with 
the conservation of biodiversity 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

 
 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

See box 2 for more information. 
 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 
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VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box IX.  

Target 4.2 Unsustainable consumption, of biological resources, or that impacts 
upon biodiversity, reduced 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Ia a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  x Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 
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See box 2 for more information. 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 
Box X.  

Target 4.3 No species of wild flora or fauna endangered by international trade 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

CITES regulation is fully implemented in Greenland. There has been a number of projects in recent 
years (funded by Dancea) aiming at capacity building, training, securing procedures and database 
etc.  

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  x Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  x Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 
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f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

See box 2 for more information. 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 
Box XI.  

Goal 5 Pressures from habitat loss, land use change and degradation, and 
unsustainable water use, reduced. 

Target 5.1 Rate of loss and degradation of natural habitats decreased 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Pressures from habitat loss, land use change and degradation, and unsustainable water use are 
nearly non-existing in Greenland. Se also box 2.  

 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
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established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly tota lly undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 
See box 2 for more information. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box XII.  

Goal 6 Control threats from invasive alien species. 

Target 6.1 Pathways for major potential alien invasive species controlled  

I) National target: Has a national ta rget been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 
Control of threats from invasive alien species is  not a priority item for Greenland, because their 
number is very low, and threats don’t really exist. 
 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

See box 2 for more information. 

 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 
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VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box XIII.  

Target 6.2 Management plans in place for major alien species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats or species 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 
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See box 2 for more information. 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 
Box XIV.  

Goal 7 Address challenges to biodiversity from climate change, and pollution. 

Target 7.1 Maintain and enhance resilience of the components of biodiversity to 
adapt to climate change 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

 
 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 



 28 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorpora ted into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

See box 2 for more information. 
With a starting point on the report under AMAP in 1997 an information campaign was conducted 
related to issues on pollution, and a National Advisory board on human consumption was founded. 
Based on a new AMAP report from Nov. 2004 a repeated information campaign will be conducted. 
See also Target 7.2 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box XV.  

Target 7.2 Reduce pollution and its impacts on biodiversity 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

As mentioned work to prevent pollution is ongoing both under the Arctic Council and in relation to 
Danish support under Dancea funding.  
AMAP - the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme  is an international organization estab-
lished in 1991 to implement components of the Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy (AEPS). One 
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of the main objectives with AMAP is to The AMAP is a process integrating both monitoring and a s-
sessment activities, in order to:  

• Produce integrated assessment reports on the pollution status and trends of the conditions of 
Arctic ecosystems;  

• Identify possible causes for changing conditions;  
• Detect emerging problems, their possible causes, and the potential risk to Arctic ecosystems in-

cluding indigenous peoples and other Arctic residents;  
• Recommend actions required to reduce risks to Arctic ecosystems.  

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a very minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are  not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

See box 2 for more information. 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in re lation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 



 30 
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Box XVI.  

Goal 8 Maintain capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services and 
support livelihoods. 

Target 8.1 Capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services maintained 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

This is as mentioned not relevant for Greenland, because the capacity of Ecosystems are mainly 
unaltered except for aspects related to climate change and use of a limited number of fish, mammals 
and bird species. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
stra tegies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 

 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in rela tion to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 
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VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box XVII.  

Target 8.2 Biological resources that support sustainable livelihoods, local food 
security and health care, especially of poor people maintained 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Same remark as under 8.1. 

 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are  mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 
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IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 

Box XVIII.  

Goal 9 Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigenous and local communities. 

Target 9.1 Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and practices 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

No national target has been set, but evaluation of the conditions for traditional hunting and fishing 
activities has been conducted with recommendations to keep/secure this socio-cultural factor in the 
Greenlandic society. 
See box 1 and 2 for more information.  The Home Rule system secures that socio-cultural diversity 
and local communities are reflected in the democratic system. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 
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e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 
Se box 2 for more information. 

 

 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 
 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 

Box XIX.  

Target 9.2 
Protect the rights of indigenous and local communities over their 
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, including their 
rights to benefit sharing 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Se remarks under 9.1. 
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II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 

 
 

 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 
 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box XX.  

Goal 10 Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the 
use of genetic resources. 

Target 10.1 
All transfers of genetic resources are in line with the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture and other applicable agreements 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

There is no relevant case with use of genetic resources in Greenland, where the principles of ensuring 
the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic resources should or could 
be applied. 
To ensure that benefits from genetic resources found in Greenland also stays in Greenland; the 
Ministry of Industry is developing new regulations.  
 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 

 
 

 
 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 
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V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

 

 
Box XXI.  

Target 10.2 Benefits arising from the commercial and other utilization of genetic 
resources shared with the countries providing such resources 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Se under target 10.1. 
 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 
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a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 
 

 
 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box XXII.  

Goal 11 Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and 
technological capacity to implement the Convention. 

Target 11.1 
New and additional financial resources are transferred to developing 
country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their 
commitments under the Convention, in accordance with Article 20 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Though “no” is indicated the administration under the Ministry of Environment (Directorate for 
Environment and Nature) is increasingly prioritizing the fulfillment of international obligations under 
i.e. the Convention on Biodiversity by reallocating the human resources to these working areas. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 
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a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters are mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 
 

 
 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 
 

 

VII) lease provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
 

 
Box XXIII.  

Target 11.2 
Technology is transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for 
the effective implementation of their commitments under the  
Convention, in accordance with its Article 20, paragraph 4 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 
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a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

 
 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X Agriculture plays a minor role in Greenland. 

b) Inland water  X Inland waters a re mainly totally undisturbed. 

c) Marine and coastal  X Is a priority item in Greenland, as most human activities 
takes place in the coastal areas. 

d) Dry and subhumid land  X Dry and subhumid land is only found in the uninhabited 
North East Greenland. 

e) Forest  X Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

f) Mountain   X Mountain areas are mainly totally undisturbed. 

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se box 2 for more information. 
 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 
 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

 
 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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GGlloobbaall   SStt rraatteeggyy  ffoorr  PPllaanntt   CCoonnssee rrvvaattiioonn  ((GGSSPPCC))  

  
The Conference of the Parties, in decision VI/9, annex, adopted the Global Strategy for 
Plant Conservation.  Parties and Governments are invited to develop their own targets with 
this flexible framework.  The Conference of the Parties considered the Strategy as a pilot 
approach for the  use of outcome oriented targets under the Convention.  In decision 
VII/10, the Conference of the Parties decided to integrate the targets into the reporting 
framework for the Third National Reports.  Please provide relevant information by 
responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables.  
  
Box XXIV.  

Target 1. A widely accessible working list of known plant species, as a step towards a 
complete world flora. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

It is under consideration in the main research institute in Greenland (Greenland Nature Institute) to 
hire botanists to secure more work and research in relation to plant species. Knowledge on plant 
species in Greenland is fairly good because of earlier research and the somewhat limited number of 
species.  

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 
 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXV.  

Target 2. A preliminary assessment of the conservation status of all known plant species, 
at national, regional and international levels. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

Plant species are mainly not under threat in Greenland apart from possible impact from climate 
change. 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXVI.  

Target 3. Development of models with protocols for plant conservation and sustainable 
use, based on research and practical experience. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXVII.  

Target 4.  At least ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions effectively 
conserved. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above  global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXVIII.  

Target 5. Protection of fifty percent of the most important areas for plant diversity 
assured. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

This is mainly the case in Greenland now, secured by national park designation, nature reserves and 
strict protection of specific habitats and their plant communities ( hot springs and  “thickets”) 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXIX.  

Target 6. At least thirty percent of production lands managed consistent with the 
conservation of plant diversity. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

Production land is extremely limited as described in box 1. 
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXX.  

Target 7. Sixty percent of the world’s threatened species conserved In-situ. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 
 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXI.  

Target 8. Sixty percent of threatened plant species in accessible Ex-situ collections, 
preferably in the country of origin, and 10 percent of them included in recovery and 
restoration programmes. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

As described not relevant for Greenland. 

 

II) Has your country inco rporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXII.  

Target 9. Seventy percent of the genetic diversity of crops and other major socio-
economically valuable plant species conserved, and associated indigenous and local 
knowledge maintained. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXIII.  

Target 10. Management plans in place for at least 100 major alien species that threaten 
plants, plant communities and associated habitats and ecosystems. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

The number and impact from alien species is mainly non-existing.  
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above  global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXIV.  

Target 11. No species of wild flora endangered by international trade.  

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

There is no wild flora species endangered by international trade. 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to ach ieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 
 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXV.  

Target 12. Thirty percent of plant-based products derived from sources that are 
sustainably managed. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

That is secured already. 
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXVI.  

Target 13. The decline of plant resources, and associated indigenous and local knowledge, 
innovations and practices that support sustainable livelihoods, local food security and 
health care, halted. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to a chieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXVII.  

Target 14. The importance of plant diversity and the need for its conservation incorporated 
into communication, educational and public-awareness programmes. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXVIII.  

Target 15. The number of trained people working with appropriate facilities in plant 
conservation increased, according to national needs, to achieve the targets of this 
Strategy. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

Se under box XXIV. 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 
 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXIX.  

Target 16. Networks for plant conservation activities established or strengthened at 
national, regional and international levels. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 
 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 
 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 
 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XL.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this stra tegy specifically focusing on: 
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 
 

 
 

 

  

EEccoossyysstteemm  AApppprrooaacchh  

 
The ecosystem approach is a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and 
living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way. 
Application of the ecosystem approach will help to reach a balance of the three objectives 
of the Convention.  At its second meeting, the Conference of the Parties has affirmed that 
the ecosystem approach is the primary framework for action under the Convention  
(decision II/8).  The Conference of the Parties, at its fifth meeting, endorsed the  
description of the ecosystem approach and operational guidance and recommended the 
application of the principles and other guidance on the ecosystem approach.  The seventh 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed that the priority at this time should be 
facilitating implementation of the ecosystem approach.  Please provide relevant information 
by responding to the following questions. 

3. ?  1 Is your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the principles and 
guidance contained in the annex to decision V/6? (decision V/6) 

a) No  

b) No, but application is under consideration X 

c) Yes, some aspects are being applied  

d) Yes, substantially implemented  

 

4. ?  Is your country developing practical expressions of the ecosys tem approach for national 
policies and legislation and for implementation activities, with adaptation to local, national, and 
regional conditions? (decision V/6) 

a) No X 

b) No, but development is under consideration  

c) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying some  
principles of the ecosystem approach 

 

d) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying most 
principles of the ecosystem approach 

 

 
                                                 
1 Please note that all the questions marked with ?  have been previously covered in the second national reports and 
some thematic reports. 
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5. Is your country strengthening capacities for the application of the ecosystem approach, and 
providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to apply the ecosystem approach? 
(decision V/6) 

a) No  

b) Yes, within the country X 

c) Yes, including providing support to other Parties  

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. ?  Has your country promoted regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across 
national borders? (decision V/6) 

a) No  

b) Yes, informal cooperation (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, formal cooperation (please provide details below) X 

Further comments on regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across national 
borders. 

The ecosystem approach is applied inside the cooperation in NAMMCO in relation to management of 
shared stocks of marine Mammals in the North Atlantic Region.  
 

NAMMCO - the North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission - is an international body for cooperation 
on the conservation, management and study of marine mammals in the North Atlantic. The NAMMCO 
Agreement, which was signed in Nuuk, Greenland on 9 April 1992 by Norway, Iceland, Greenland and 
the Faroe Islands, focuses on modern approaches to the study of the marine ecosystem as a whole, 
and to understanding better the role of marine mammals in this system. 

 

7. Is your country facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer 
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach? (decisions 
VI/12 and VII/11) 

a) No  

b) No, some programmes are under development X 

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details 
below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details below) 

 

Further comments on facilitating the exchange of experience s, capacity building, technology transfer 
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach. 

However inside a number of working fora this exchange is taking place. Among these can be 
mentioned:  
CAFF: Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna. Arctic Council’s working group un nature protection 
and sustainable use of natural resources. 
CBird:  Cooperation on Arctic Seabirds. Arctic Council’s working group on Arctic Seabirds. 

CPAN: Circumpolar Protected Areas Network. Arctic Council’s working group on protected areas. 
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NAMMCO: Se above. 

EcoGreen; a broad ecological study of the marine ecosystems in the Davis Strait and Baffin Bay area. 
The purpose is to study the connections between climate, ecosystem and the people. Several 
institutions from different countries are involved.   

 

8. Is your country creating an enabling environment for the implementation of the ecosystem 
approach, including through development of appropriate institutional frameworks? (decision VII/11) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant policies and programmes are under development X 

c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide d etails 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on the creation of an enabling environment for the implementation of the 
ecosystem approach. 

The EcoGreen project has been developed within the last few years. See above in 7. 

 

 

  

CC..  AARRTTIICCLLEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN  

AArrttiiccllee  55  ––  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  
9. ?  Is your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national 
jurisdiction for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?  

a) No  

b) Yes, bilateral cooperation (please give details below) X 

c) Yes, multilateral cooperation (please give details below) X 

d) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation (please give details 
below) X 

e) Yes, other forms of cooperation (please give details below)  

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction 
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

See Box 2. 

  

10. Is your country working with other Parties to develop regional, subregional or bioregional 
mechanisms and networks to support implementation of the Convention? (decision VI/27 A) 

a) No  

b) No, but consultations are under way   

c) Yes, some mechanisms and networks have been established (please 
provide details below) 

X 
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d) Yes, existing mechanisms have been strengthened (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on development of regional, subregional or bioregional mechanisms and networks 
to support implementation of the Convention. 

 
CAFF (See box 2) works as a regional body for implementation of conservation and sustainable use in 
the Arctic Region.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11. Is your country taking steps to harmonize national policies and programmes, with a view to 
optimizing policy coherence, synergies and efficiency in the implementation of various multilateral 
environment agreements (MEAs) and relevant regional initiatives at the national level? (decision 
VI/20) 

a) No  

b) No, but steps are under consideration  

c) Yes, some steps are being taken (please specify below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive steps are being taken (please specify below) X 

Further comments on the harmonization of policies and programmes at the national level. 

The 2004 Nature Protection Act is the legal instrument for implementing multinational and regional 
agreements at the national level. See further description in Box II. 

 

Box XLI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this strategy specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

This awaits the implementation of the “Strategy and Action Plan for implementation of CBD in 
Greenland”. This plan is at the moment only to be found in a draft version.  The final version for 
implementation could be passed in autumn 2005. The plan is a natural follow up on the 2004 Nature 
Protection Act.  See further description in Box II. 

AArrttiiccllee  66  --  GGeenneerraall  mmeeaassuurreess  ffoorr  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  aanndd  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  uussee  

12. Has your country put in place effective national strategies, plans and programmes to provide a 
national framework for implementing the three objectives of the Convention? (Goal 3.1 of the 
Strategic Plan) 
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a) No  

b) No, but relevant strategies, plans and programmes are under 
 development 

X 

c) Yes, some strategies, plans and programmes are in place (please 
provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, plans and programmes are in place 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the strategies, plans and programmes for implementing the three objectives of 
the Convention. 

A biodiversity strategy and action plan is being developed, and expected to be approved in the late 
2005. The draft plan is focusing on the two objectives in the convention related to nature protection 
and sustainable use of natural resources. 
See Box II, section 11 under Article 5, and Box XLI. 

  

13. ?  Has your country set measurable targets within its national strategies and action plans? 
(decisions II/7 and III/9)  

a) No  

b) No, measurable targets are still in early stages of development  X 

c) No, but measurable targets are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, relevant targets are in place (please provide details below)  

e) Yes, reports on implementation of relevant targets available (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on targets set within national biodiversity strategies and action plans. 

Measurable targets will be a part of the Strategy and Action Plan for Biodiversity mentioned above. 

  

14. Has your country identified priority actions in its national biodiversity strategy and action plan? 
(decision VI/27 A) 

a) No  

b) No, but priority actions are being identified X 

c) Yes, priority actions identified (please provide details below)  

Further comments on priority actions identified in the national biodiversity strategy and action plan. 

Again this will be a part of the Strategy and Action Plan for Biodiversity mentioned above. In the 
present draft Strategy and Action Plan that will be finalized in June 2005 the actions are to a large 
extend prioritized. 

 
15. Has your country integrated the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as 
benefit sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision 
VI/27 A) 

a) No  

b) Yes, in some sectors (please provide details below) X 

c) Yes, in major sectors (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, in all sectors (please provide details below)  
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Further information on integration of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and 
benefit-sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies. 

Benefit sharing is an old tradition in Greenland. Inhabitants in Greenland have generally the legal 
right to utilize renewable resources for their own consumption. To secure sustainability the use of 
several resources are however now highly regulated. Industrial use of genetic resources has to be 
based on informed consent, to secure that it is beneficial to the Greenlandic society.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. Are migratory species and their habitats addressed by your country’s national biodiversity 
strategy or action plan (NBSAP)? (decision VI/20) 

a) Yes X 

b) No   

I) If YES, please briefly describe the extent to which it addresses 

(a) Conservation, sustainable use and/or 
restoration of migratory species 

Conservation and sustainable use is reflected, but 
not restoration of populations of migratory species. 

(b) Conservation, sustainable use and/or 
restoration of migratory species’ 
habitats, including protected areas 

Conservation ad sustainable use is reflected, and 
so is the strengthening of the system of protected 
areas. Restoration of migratory species’ habitats is 
not included, as 99,8 % of the ice free area is 
physically undisturbed. 

(c) Minimizing or eliminating barriers or 
obstacles to migration 

There are not identified barriers to migration. 

(d) Research and monitoring for migratory 
species 

The large majority of the species used in Greenland 
are migratory species, so research and monitoring 
have a high priority. 

(e) Transboundary movement 
Cooperation with other countries in the region is 
done to a great extent. See i.e. section 7 under 
ecosystem approach above.  

II) If NO, please briefly indicate below 

(a) The extent to which your country 
addresses migratory species at 
national level 

 

(b) Cooperation with other Range States 
since 2000 
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BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy   aanndd  CCll iimmaattee  CChhaa nnggee  

17. Has your country implemented projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that 
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use? (decision VII/15) 

a) No X 

b) No, but some projects or programs are under development  

c) Yes, some projects have been implemented (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that 
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use. 

The research Station “Zackenberg” in the high Arctic in Northeast Greenland (inside the national 
park) focus on research and monitoring of the effect of climatic change. The Station has now existed 
for 10 years.   
 

Main elements monitored by BioBasis at Zackenberg, Northeast Greenland.  
Element No. of 

species  
No. of 
plots  

Frequency  
of sampling 

No. of 
variables 
per plot 

No. of 
records 
per year 

Vegetation      
Reproductive phenology 6 25 Weekly 4 2000 
Relative vegetation index - 25 Weekly 2 2000 
Amount of flowering 7 29 Annually 1 116 
Berry production 3 3 Annually 1 12 
Plant zonation along 8.8 km transect 100 128 Every 5th year 15 1280 
Plant communities  100 9 Every 5th year 75 3600 
Cryptogam communities  50 41 Every 5th year 45 2500 
NDVI (from satellite images) - 13 Annually 13 ? 
Plant community dist. (from satellite images) 9 1 Every 5th year ? ? 
      
Arthropods      
Arthropod occurrence and phenology 401 6 Weekly 80 4500 
Insect predation 3 12 Weekly 2 600 
      
Birds      
Population density 16 5 Annually 16 400 
Reproductive phenology 5 1 Annually 10 300 
Hatching success 5 1 Annually 5 60 
Fledging success 5 1 15 times/year 5 50 
General species occurrence 30 1 Daily 50 2000 
      
Mammals      
Lemming winter and summer population 1 1 Annually 8 500 
Musk ox occurrence and demography 1 20 Daily/weekly 9 500 
Musk ox carcasses  1 3 Annually 3 10 
Arctic fox occurrence and reproduction 1 1  Every 2nd week 15 30 
Seal occurrence on fjord ice 1 1 Daily 1 30 
General species occurrence 6 1 Daily 12 350 
      
Lake flora and fauna      
Water chemistry - 2 3 times/year 8 60 
Phytoplankton 12 2 3 times/year 36 36 
Zooplankton 7 2 Annually 10 20 
Fish stocks  1 2 Every 5th year   
      
Abiotic parameters      
Microclimate temperatures in study plots - 21 12 times/day 2 90 000 
Snow cover and melt in study plots - 35 Weekly 1 500 
Spring snow cover (from satellite images)  - 13 Annually 1 ? 
Ice melt on ponds etc. - 10 Daily 1 100 
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Disturbance etc.      
Man days etc. in study sections  - 4 Daily 3 30 
Aircraft operations in and over study area - 1 Daily 6 30 
Manipulative research and take of organisms - - Annually - - 
Discharges  - - Annually - - 

1) Arthropod samples are generally only sorted to family level so many more species are involved and 
can be extracted. 

 

The Marin Basic was initiated in 2003 and focus on: 

Sea Ice: snow and sea ice thickness. Water Column: temperature, salinity, pressure, vertical export 
of carbon, organic content and isotopic signature of sediment material, PAR, UV-B, chlorophyll, 
nutrients, dissolved inorganic carbon, total alkalinity, pH, composition of indicator species. Sea floor: 
Fluxes of oxygen dissolved inorganic carbon and nutrients, Vertical profiles of oxygen and bacterial 
sulphate reduction. Determination of the composition and distribution of indicator species. Annual 
growth of bivalves and macro algae. Animals: The number of walrus in the area. 

 

EcoGreen on the west coast of Greenland is another program related to climatic change. See section 
7. 

Besides this, two research Stations situated on the Central Icecap have studied long term climatic 
change by analyzing ice cores. 

No decisions have been made concerning counterbalancing the effects of climatic change. Possible 
contribution to prevention of climate change internally in Greenland in the form of reduction of 
emissions is very limited.   

 
 

 

18. Has your country facilitated coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and 
adaptation projects are in line with commitments made under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification? 
(decision VII/15) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, relevant mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and adaptation 
projects are in line with commitments made under the UNFCCC and the UNCCD. 

See section 17 above. 

 

 
Box XLII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

No action has been taken. 
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AArrttiiccllee  77  --  IIddeennttiiff iiccaattiioonn  aanndd  mmoonniittoorriinngg  

19. ?  On Article 7(a), does your country have an ongoing program to identify components of 
biological diversity at the genetic, species, ecosystem level? 

a) No   

b) Yes, selected/partial programmes at the genetic, species and/or 
ecosystem level only (please specify and provide details below) 

X 

c) Yes, complete programmes at ecosystem level and selected/partial 
inventories at the genetic and/or species level (please specify and 
provide details below)  

 

Further comments on ongoing program to identify components of biodiversity at the genetic, species 
and ecosystem level. 

At the species level the following projects can be mentioned: 
The Zoological Museum in Copenhagen implements two projects on respectively identification of 
marine invertebrates and identification of terrestrial and freshwater Arthropods. 

A joint project between The Greenland Institute for Natural Resources and the Zoological Museum in 
Copenhagen focus on identification of marine fish species. 

 
The following monitoring programs at the species level can be mentioned. 

Monitoring of shrimp, Greenland halibut, cod. 
Monitoring on several species of seabirds and some sea ducks: Thick Billed Murre, Black Legged 
Kittiwake, Common Eider, Arctic Tern, Puffin and Razorbill. All data for seabird colonies are (dating 
back to 1829) stored in a database. 
Marine Mammals: Polar Bears, Narwhals, Belugas, Walrus, Fin Whale and Minke Whale are 
monitored. 
Terrestrial mammals: stocks of Caribou and Muskox are monitored. 

Bag data for all hunted mammals and birds are stored in a database that was started in 1993. 

 
Two different projects at the ecosystem level can be mentioned: 

The research on the “Zackenberg Station”. See section 17 here. 
The project EcoGreen in the Davis Strait and Baffin Bay area. See section 7 here. 

 

 

20. ?  On Article 7(b), which components of biological diversity identified in accordance with Annex I 
of the Convention, have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes?  

a) at ecosystem level (please provide percentage based on area covered) N/A 

b) at species level (please provide number of species per taxonomic 
group and percentage of total known number of species in each 
group)  

N/A 

c) at genetic level (please indicate number and focus of monitoring 
programmes ) N/A 

Further comments on ongoing monitoring programmes at the genetic, species and ecosystem level. 

Please refer to section 19 above  
Se box 1 and 2 for more information. 
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21. ?  On Article 7(c), does your country have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes on any 
of the following key threats to biodiversity?  

a) No  

b) Yes, invasive alien species (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, climate change (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, pollution/eutrophication (please provide details below) X 

e) Yes, land use change/land degradation (please provide details below)  

f) Yes, overexploitation or unsustainable use (please provide details 
below) X 

Further comments on monitoring programmes on key threats to biodiversity. 

Alien species is not a priority item in Greenland.  

The effects of Climatic change are being monitored at the “Zackenberg Station” in the high Arctic. 
See section 7, and sea temperatures and circulation are being monitored in a joint Greenlandic 
Danish project. The Danish Meteorological Institute has long series of climate data from Greenland, 
and operates a large number of stations in Greenland.  

Transboundary pollution/eutrophication is being monitored in different AMAP (Arctic Monitoring and 
Assessment Program) projects, and at a research Station on the Central Icecap. 

Land use change/land degradation is generally not a serious threat to biodiversity in Greenland.  

The Greenland Institute for Natural Resources has a highly prioritized working area in relation to 
securing scientific knowledge to secure counterbalancing against overexploitation and unsustainable 
use of natural resources. 
  

  

22. ?  On Article 7 (d), does your country have a mechanism to maintain and organize data derived 
from inventories and monitoring programmes and coordinate information collection and management 
at the national level? 

a) No  

b) No, but some mechanisms or systems are being considered   

c) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are being established  X 

d) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are in place (please provide details 
below) 

X 

e) Yes, a relatively complete system is in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the coordination of data and information collection and management. 

It is a priority for the Greenland Institute for Natural Resources to coordinate the collection and 
organizing of data. The institute was started in 1995. At that time The Greenland Fisheries 
Investigation was included in the new Institute, and supplemented with a new department with 
research related to vegetation, birds and mammals. 

Bag statistics have been collected for 100 years. Since 1993 these data have been stored in a 
database.  

Especially old collected materials and data from projects in Greenland are stored in Danish 
Institutions.  

  

23. ?  Does your country use indicators for national-level monitoring of biodiversity? (decision 
III/10) 
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a) No X 

b) No, but identification of potential indicators is under way (please 
describe) 

 

c) Yes, some indicators identified and in use (please describe and, if 
available, provide website address, where data are summarized and 
presented) 

 

d) Yes, a relatively complete set of indicators identified and in use 
(please describe and, if available, provide website address, where 
data are summarized and presented 

 

Further comments on the indicators identified and in use. 

 

 
 

 

Box XLIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Research and monitoring have been incorporated in a wide range of Executive Orders setting rules for 
protection and sustainable use of natural resources. 

 

 
 

  
DDeecciiss iioonnss   oonn  TTaaxxoonnoommyy  

24. ?  Has your country developed a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision 
IV/1? (decision IV/1) 

a) No X 

b) No, but a plan is under development  

c) Yes, a plan is  in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, reports on implementation available (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision IV/1. 

There are no institutions in Greenland specializing in taxonomy. This responsibility is still with the 
national institutions in the “Kingdom of Denmark”. 

See sections 24 - 33 in the report from Denmark.   
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25. ?  Is your country investing on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate 
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections? (decision IV/1) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on investment on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate 
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections. 

 

 

 

 

26. ?  Does your country provide training programmes in taxonomy and work to increase its capacity 
of taxonomic research? (decision IV/1) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on training programmes in taxonomy and efforts to increase the capacity of 
taxonomic research. 

 

 
 

 

27. ?  Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biological diversity 
inventories and taxonomic activities are financially and administratively stable? (decision IV/1) 

a) No X 

b) No, but steps are being considered  

c) Yes, for some institutions  

d) Yes, for all major institutions  

 

28.∗ 2 Is your country collaborating with the existing regional, subregional and global initiatives, 
partnerships and institutions in carrying out the programme of work, including assessing regional 
taxonomic needs and identifying regional-level priorities? (decision VI/8) 

a) No X 

b) No, but collaborative programmes are under development   

c) Yes, some collaborative programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details about collaborative programmes, including results of 
regional needs assessments) 

 

                                                 
2 The questions marked with ∗  in this section on Taxonomy are similar to some questions contained in the format 
for a report on the implementation of the programme of work on the Global Taxonomy Initiative.  Those countries 
that have submitted such a report do not need to answer these questions unless they have updated information to 
provide.  
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d) Yes, comprehensive collaborative programmes are being implemented 
(please provide details about collaborative programmes, including 
results of regional needs assessment and priority identification) 

 

Further information on the collaboration your country is carrying out to implement the programme of 
work for the GTI, including regional needs assessment and priority identification. 

 

 
 

29. ∗  Has your country made an assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities at the national level 
for the implementation of the Convention? (annex to decision VI/8) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, basic assessment made (please provide below a list of needs and 
capacities identified)  

c) Yes, thorough assessment made (please provide below a list of needs 
and capacities identified) 

 

Further comments on national assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities. 

 

 

 

 

30. ∗ Is your country working on regional or global capacity building to support access to, and 
generation of, taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties? (annex to decision VI/8) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please 
provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please 
provide details below) 

 

Further comments on regional or global capacity-building to support access to, and generation of, 
taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties. 

 
 

 

 

31. ∗ Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the programmes of 
work under the Convention as called upon in decision VI/8? (annex to decision VI/8)  

a) No X 

b) Yes, for forest biodiversity (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, for marine and coastal biodiversity (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, for dry and sub-humid lands (please provide details below)  
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e) Yes, for inland waters biodiversity (please provide details below)  

f) Yes, for mountain biodiversity (please provide details below)  

g) Yes, for protected areas (please provide details below)  

h) Yes, for agricultural biodiversity (please provide details below)  

i) Yes, for island biodiversity (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the 
programmes of work under the Convention. 

 
 

 

 

32. ∗  Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-cutting 
issues under the Convention a s called upon in decision VI/8?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, for access and benefit-sharing (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, for Article 8(j) (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, for the ecosystem approach (please provide details below)  

e) Yes, for impact assessment, monitoring and indicators (please provide 
details below) 

 

f) Yes, for invasive alien species (please provide details below)  

g) Yes, for others (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-
cutting issues under the Convention. 
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AArrttiiccllee  88  --  IInn--ssiittuu  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  
[[eexxcclluuddiinngg  ppaarraaggrraapphhss  ((aa))  ttoo  ((ee)),,  ((hh))  aanndd  ((jj))]]  

33.  ?  On Article 8(i), has your country endeavored to provide the conditions needed for 
compatibility between present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of 
its components? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are being identified  

c) Yes, some measures undertaken (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures undertaken (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the measures taken to provide the conditions needed for compatibility between 
present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components. 

As a mainly high arctic country, with a very large land area and a population of only 56.000 people, 
the possible threats to biodiversity comes mainly from traditional use as fishing and hunting. To day 
the fishing industry is based on scientific research and monitoring, and is highly regulated. Hunting is 
also based on scientific research and monitoring, and has within the last few years become 
increasingly regulated.   

 

34.  ?  On Article 8(k), has your country developed or maintained the necessary legislation and/or 
other regulatory provisions for the protection of threatened species and populations? 

a) No  

b) No, but legislation is being developed X 

c) Yes, legislation or other measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

X 

Further information on the legislation and/or regulations for the protection of threatened species and 
populations. 

The 2004 Nature Protection Act is the overall basis for protection of biodiversity (except fish). This 
has been followed by Executive Orders regulating in detail the use of different species of fish, birds 
and mammals. The regulation of a few species is still under development. 

The Fishery Act regulates fish, scallops and crustaceans. Se also boxes I and II.  

 

35.  ?  On Article 8(l), does your country regulate or manage processes and categories of activities 
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biological diversity?  

a) No  

b) No, but relevant processes and categories of activities being identified  

c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the regulation or management of the processes and categories of activities 
identified by Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biodiversity. 
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The Greenland Institute of Natural Resources produces a status report for around 40 species of fish, 
birds and mammals, which are commonly used in Greenland. This was based on the ava ilable 
scientific evidence. In this report the possible adverse effects on biological diversity is identified as 
mainly coming from hunting and fishery.   

 
Box XLIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and actio n plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation 

The process with implementation of the article is to a high degree ongoing. It is slightly premature to 
describe in detail outcome and contributions to the mentioned goals. Monitoring, reporting, game bags, 
implementation of the expected strategy and action plan etc. will in the coming years shown the results 
from the mentioned activities in relation to set goals. 

PPrrooggrraammmmee  oo ff  WWoorrkk  oonn  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass  ((AArrttiicc llee  88  ((aa ))  ttoo   ((ee))))    

36. Has your country established suitable time bound and measurable national-level protected areas 
targets and indicators? (decision VII/28) 

a) No (please specify reasons)  

b) No, but relevant work is under way X 

c) Yes, some ta rgets and indicators established (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive targets and indicators established (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on targets and indicators for protected areas. 

Together with other Arctic States Greenland develop the CPAN (Circumpolar Protected Areas 
Network) strategy, with the goal to secure that a certain percentage of all habitat types are protected 
in the Arctic Region.  This should also be seen in connection with the Nature Protection Act described 
in Box I and II.   

  

37. Has your country taken action to establish or expand protected areas in any large or relatively 
unfragmented natural area or areas under high threat, including securing threatened species? 
(decision VII/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on actions taken to establish or expand protected areas.  

Greenland have nearly no fragmentation of natural areas, as the population of 56.000 people lives in 
75 small settlements spread along the coast. The rest of the ice free area is uninhabited, and without 
any infrastructure.  
The largest unfragmented area in Greenland is the National Park in North- and east Greenland 
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(972.000 km2). 

  

  

38. Has your country taken any action to address the under representation of marine and inland 
water ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No 

b) Not applicable  

c) No, but relevant actions are being considered 

d) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below) 

e) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below) 

Further comments on actions taken to address the under representation of marine and inland water 
ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas. 

The coastal marine area in Greenland is approximately 287.000 km2, and of this approximately 
116.000 km2 is part of protected areas. The ice -free area is approximately 407.000 km2, and of this 
approximately 177.000 km is protected.  Besides, approximately around 700 km2 only, are used for 
settlements and agriculture, so a total of approximately 406.000 km2 is undisturbed land (roughly 
around 99,8 %).  This situation is unique, and should always be kept in mind when prioritizing 
conservation efforts 

See also box 1 and 2.  

  

39. Has your country identified and implemented practical steps for improving the integration of 
protected areas into broader land and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures?  
(decision VII/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some steps identified and implemented (please provide details 
below) 

X 

d) Yes, many steps identified and implemented (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on practical steps for improving integration of protected areas into broader land 
and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures. 

There is a recent decision on a Strategic plan for the National Park in North and East Greenland. This 
park is an integrated area of icecap, ice-free area and marine area summing to a total of 972.000 
km2.  
The Melville Bay Protected Area is an integrated are of icecap, ice-free area and marine area 
summing to a total of 7.957 km2. 
The 11 Ramsar sites covers more than 10.000 km2 and of this approximately 3.000 km2 are marine. 

It can further be mentioned that it is an obligation according to national legislation to conduct EIA 
procedures in relation to larger construction works that could have a negative impact on the 
protected areas. 

  

40. Is your country applying environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans for 
evaluating effects on protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No 

b) No, but relevant EIA guidelines are under development 
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c) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to some projects or plans (please 
provide details below) 

d) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to all relevant projects or plans (please 
provide details below) 

Further comments on application of environme ntal impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans 
for evaluating effects on protected areas. 

The 2004 Nature Protection Act describes the rules for the use of EIA. Guidelines are under 
development for activities in the National Park in North- and East Greenland. Similarly guidelines for 
development of management plans for the 11 Ramsar sites in Greenland is under development 
including description of EIA procedures in relation to activities with an impact on the designates sites. 

  

41. Has your country identified legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede effective 
establishment and management of protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No 

b) No, but relevant work is under way 

c) Yes, some gaps and barriers identified (please provide details 
below)) 

x 

d) Yes, many gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below) 

Further comments on identification of legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede 
effective establishment and management of protected areas. 

In an Arctic fishing and hunting society the resources extracted for sustainable and commercial 
purposes are extracted from very large areas around the settlements. The establishment of protected 
areas will therefore normally have a negative impact on possibilities to keep traditional hunting and 
fishing in these areas. An underlying conflict in this is reflected in the question: How many different 
protection systems are necessary? Do we need e.g. both bag limits, hunting seasons and protected 
areas, or could an effective use of only one of these methods be enough? This calls for a high degree 
of public participation in such conservation projects.   
Another problem are caused by the size of the protected areas. Because the protected areas and the 
Ramsar areas in Greenland are so big, that it is impossible to have an effective control system in all 
the areas. Besides this it is impossible to mark the borders of the protected areas in the wild, and 
they are therefore only shown on maps.  

  

42. Has your country undertaken national protected-area capacity needs assessments and 
established capacity building programmes? (decision VII/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but assessments are under way X 

c) Yes, a basic assessment undertaken and some programmes 
established (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, a thorough assessment undertaken and comprehensive 
programmes established (please provide details below)  

Further comments on protected-area capacity needs assessment and establishment of capacity 
building programmes. 

1) Assessments are under way due to a Greenlandic – USA agreement. This agreement is derived 
from a general cooperation in the environmental field. There is regularly held meetings in relation to 
the agreement, where decisions on  coming activities are decided.  
2) After a three year pilot study, a ranger (nature interpreters) system is under development in 
relation to a number of towns in Greenland.  
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43. Is your country implementing country-level sustainable financing plans that support national 
systems of protected areas? (decision V II/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant plan is under development X 

c) Yes, relevant plan is in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, relevant plan is being implemented (please provide details below)  

Further comments on implementation of country-level sustainable financing plans that support 
national systems of protected areas. 

A plan for the National Park in North and East Greenland is under development. 
 

 

  

44. Is your country implementing appropriate methods, standards, criteria and indicators for 
evaluating the effectiveness of protected areas management and governance? (decision VII/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant methods, standards, criteria and indicators are under 
development X 

c) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators 
developed and in use (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators 
developed and in use and some international methods, standards, 
criteria and indicators in use (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on methods, standards, criteria and indicators for evaluating the effectiveness of 
protected areas management and governance. 

Relevant methods are under development for the Ramsar Sites, for the National Park in North and 
East Greenland and for Ilulissat Icefjord – a World heritage Site.. 

Box XLV. 

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  88((hh))  --  AAlliieenn  ssppeecciieess  

45.  Has your country identified alien species introduced into its territory and established a system 
for tracking the introduction of alien species?  
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a) No  

b) Yes, some alien species identified but a tracking system not yet 
established 

X 

c) Yes, some alien species identified and tracking system in place   

d) Yes, alien species of major concern identified and tracking system in 
place   

 

46.  ?  Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the 
introduction of these alien species?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, but only for some alien species of concern (please provide details 
below)  

c) Yes, for most alien species (please provide details below)  

Further information on the assessment of the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the 
introduction of these alien species. 

Not a priority item in Greenland for the time being. The 2004 Nature Protection Act and some 
Veterinary Laws regulates the import of domesticated animals and import of wild flora and fauna.  

Normally introduced species will not naturalize in the harsh Greenland environment. One exception is 
two species of warbler flies introduced in 1952 with reindeer from Norway. These warbler flies have 
now spread to wild caribou. 
Generally introduction of and negative impact from alien species plays a very minor role in 
Greenland. Normally introduced species as insects and mites will only survive indoor. 

 

47.  ?  Has your country undertaken measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate, 
those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under consideration  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien 
species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species. 

 
Import of wild flora and fauna are not allowed according to the 2003 Nature Protection Act. 

See section 46. 

 

  

48.  ?  In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country developed, or involved itself in, 
mechanisms for international cooperation, including the exchange of best practices? (decision V/8) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, bilateral cooperation  

c) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation  
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d) Yes, multilateral cooperation  

 

49.  ?  Is your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio -geographical 
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species? (decision V/8) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the use of the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical 
approaches in work on alien invasive species. 

 

 

 

 
50. Has your country identified national needs and priorities for the implementation of the Guiding 
Principles? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but needs and priorities are being identified  

c) Yes, national needs and priorities have been identified (please provide 
below a list of needs and priorities identified)  

Further comments on the identification of national needs and priorities for the implementation of the 
Guiding Principles. 

 

 
 

 
51. Has your country created mechanisms to coordinate national programmes for applying the 
Guiding Principles? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the mechanisms created to coordinate national programmes for implementing 
the Guiding Principles. 

 

 
 

 
52. Has your country reviewed relevant policies, legislation and institutions in the light of the Guiding 
Principles, and adjusted or developed policies, legislation and institutions? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but review under way  

c) Yes, review completed and adjustment proposed (please provide 
details below)  
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d) Yes, adjustment and development ongoing  

e) Yes, some adjustments and development completed (please provide 
details below)  

Further information on the review, adjustment or development of policies, legislation and institutions 
in light of the Guiding Principles. 
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53. Is your country enhancing cooperation between various sectors in order to improve prevention, 
early detection, eradication and/or control of invasive alien species? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential coordination mechanisms are under consideration  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on cooperation between various sectors. 

 
 

 

 
54. Is your country collaborating with trading partners and neighboring countries to address threats 
of invasive alien species to biodiversity in ecosystems that cross international boundaries? (decision 
VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, relevant collaborative programmes are under development  

c) Yes, relevant programmes are in place (please specify below the 
measures taken for this purpose)  

Further comments on collaboration with trading partners and neighboring countries.  

 
 

 

 
55. Is your country developing capacity to use risk assessment to address threats of invasive alien 
species to biodiversity and incorporate such methodologies in environmental impact assessment 
(EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA)? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but programmes for this purpose are under development  

c) Yes, some activities for developing capacity in this field are being 
undertaken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive activities are being undertaken (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further information on capacity development to address threats of invasive alien species. 
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56. Has your country developed financial measures and other policies and tools to promote activities 
to reduce the threats of invasive species? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant measures and policies are under development  

c) Yes, some measures, policies and tools are in place (please provide 
details below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures and tools are in place (please provide 
details below)  

Further comments on the development of financial measures and other policies and tools for the 
promotion of activities to reduce the threats of invasive species.  

 

 
 

 
Box XLVI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 

 
 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  88((jj))  --  TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  rree llaatteedd  pprroovviissiioonnss  
  

GGUURRTTSS  

57.  Has your country created and developed capacity-building programmes to involve and enable 
smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities, and other relevant stakeholders to effectively 
participate in decision-making processes related to genetic use restriction technologies? 

a) No N/A 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on capacity-building programmes to involve and enable smallholder farmers, 
indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders to effectively participate in 
decision-making processes related to GURTs. 
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Greenland has neither created nor developed capacity building programmes to involve and enable 
smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities, and other stakeholders to effectively 
participate in decision-making processes related to genetic use restriction technologies, but the 
general set up for making decisions on such programmes are in place. 
The answer should be seen in the following context: 

In the Declaration relating to the Ratification of ILO Convention No. 169 concerning indigenous and 
tribal peoples in independent countries, signed by the Government of Denmark and the Greenland 
Home Rule Authorities on 5 January 1996 and 10 January 1996, respectively, it is stated in 
paragraph 1 of the Declaration that: “There is only one indigenous people in Denmark in the sense of 
ILO Convention 169, viz. the original population of Greenland, the Inuit.” This reflects that all native 
Greenlanders (Kalaallit) are of Inuit origin coming to Greenland from what is now Canada hundreds 
of years ago.  

The Greenland Home Rule Authorities were established by virtue of the passage of the Greenland 
Home Rule Act No. 577 of 29 November 1978. Section 4(1) of the Act, which came into force on 1 
May 1979, provides that “the Home Rule Authorities may determine that jurisdiction in any fields 
listed in the Schedule to this Act, or in part of such field, shall be transferred to the Home Rule 
Authorities.” Since 1979, the Home Rule Authorities have assumed control over numerous aspects of 
life in Greenland, including regulation of conservation and sustainable use of renewable resources. 

The indigenous population (constituting around 90 % of the total population) of Greenland, and the 
human population as a whole, is living in 18 cities and 57 smaller settlements spread along the 
coastline.  
In short, the situation in Greenland thus is, that the population is indigenous in relation to Denmark 
and in relation to the rest of the world, but within Greenland, due to the Greenland Home Rule Act, 
the people of Greenland have a very high degree of self-government, creating a situation within the 
country parallel to the situation in many other countries, with a government elected by the citizens 
living in a large number of local communities. 
 

On the international scene the Danish/Greenlandic strategy for aid to indigenous peoples is to 
contribute towards creating realistic possibilities of development on their own terms and based on 
their culture and feeling of belonging – especially to a given piece of territory. The strategy 
comprises the following five main elements: 

a) strengthening of the rights of indigenous peoples through a political 
dialogue based on international declarations and agreements, 

b) better dialogue with the Danish cooperation countries with a view to 
improve the situation of indigenous peoples in the countries, 

c) increased integration of the concern for indigenous peoples into the 
ordinary aid projects – bilateral as well as multilateral, 

d) increased financial support to projects aimed specifically at promoting the 
conditions and rights of indigenous peoples. This includes not least support 
to the indigenous peoples’ own organizations since these can help them 
formulate their needs and models for development, 

e) new solutions to the economic and trade-related problems of indigenous 
peoples, e.g. by opening up for niche production and preferential treatment 
with respect to trade. 

 
  

 

 
SSttaattuuss   aanndd  TTrreennddss  

58.  Has your country supported indigenous and local communities in undertaking field studies to 
determine the status, trends and threats related to the knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous and local communities? (decision VII/16) 

a) No  

b) No, but support to relevant studies is being considered  
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c) Yes (please provide information on the studies undertaken) X 

Further information on the studies undertaken to determine the status, trends and threats related to 
the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, and priority actions 
identified. 

The Greenland Institute for Natural Resources and the Danish Environmental Research Institute have 
undertaken a series of studies with local involvement. Some of these activities have successfully 
been continued by the locals themselves, e.g. monitoring programs. 

  

AAkkwwéé ::KKoonn  GGuuiiddee lliinneess  

59. Has your country initiated a legal and institutional review of matters related to cultural, 
environmental and social impact assessment, with a view to incorporating the Akwé:Kon Guidelines 
into national legislation, policies, and procedures? 

a) No X 

b) No, but review is under way  

c) Yes, a review undertaken (please provide details on the review)   

Further information on the review.  

 

 
 

 
60. Has your country used the Akwé:Kon Guidelines in any project proposed to take place on sacred 
sites and/or land and waters traditionally occupied by indigenous and local communities? (decision 
VII/16) 

a) No X 

b) No, but a review of the Akwé: Kon guidelines is under way  

c) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further information on the projects where the Akwé:Kon Guidelines are applied. 
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CCaappaacciittyy  BBuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  PPaarrtt iicciippaattiioonn  ooff  IInnddiiggeennoouuss  aa nndd  LLooccaall   CCoommmm uunniittiieess  

61.  Has your country undertaken any measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of 
indigenous and local communities to be effectively involved in decision-making related to the use of 
their traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant to the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity? (decision V/16) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes being developed  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below) X 

Further information on the measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of indigenous and local 
communities. 

Since 1979, the Home Rule Authorities have assumed control over numerous aspects of life in 
Greenland, including regulation of conservation and sustainable use. 
See # 57. 

 
 

 
62.  Has your country developed appropriate mechanisms, guidelines, legislation or other initiatives 
to foster and promote the effective participation of indigenous and local communities in decision 
making, policy planning and development and implementation of the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity at international, regional, subregional, national and local levels? (decision V/16) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are under 
development  

c) Yes, some mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are in place (please 
provide details below) 

X 

Further information on the mechanisms, guidelines and legislation developed.  

 

One step is that the Greenland Parliament adopted an Act on equality between women and men in 
2003.  

See also # 57. 

 

 
63. Has your country developed mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of 
indigenous and local communities with specific provisions for the full, active and effective 
participation of women in all elements of the programme of work? (decision V/16, annex) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are being developed X 

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of women of 
indigenous and local communities in all elements of the programme of work. 

See # 57. 
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SSuuppppoorrtt  ttoo   iimmpplleemmee nnttaattiioonn  

64. Has your country established national, subregional and/or regional indigenous and local 
community biodiversity advisory committees? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant work is under way X 

c) Yes  

 
65. Has your country assisted indigenous and local community organizations to hold regional 
meetings to discuss the outcomes of the decisions of the Conference of the Parties and to prepare for 
meetings under the Convention? 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details about the outcome of meetings)  

Further information on the outcome of regional meetings.  

 

 
 

 
66.  Has your country supported, financially and otherwise, indigenous and local communities in 
formulating their own community development and biodiversity conservation plans that will enable 
such communities to adopt a culturally appropriate strategic, integrated and phased approach to 
their development needs in line with community goals and objectives? 

a) No  

b) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below) X 

c) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further information on the support provided. 

11 out of a total of 18 municipalities have signed a document committing them selves to integrate 
conservation and sustainable use initiatives in all aspects of community planning   
All municipalities have the right to tighten up the regulations that are issued by the Home Rule 
Government. 
 

 

Box XLVII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  99  --  EExx--ssiittuu  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  

67. ?  On Article 9(a) and (b), has your country adopted measures for the ex-situ conservation of 
components of biological diversity native to your country and originating outside your country? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures adopted for the ex-situ conservation of components of 
biodiversity native to your country and o riginating outside your country. 

All efforts are focused on in-situ conservation, so ex-situ conservation is not a priority item for the 
time being.  
Due to a Danish project the sheep-farming district in the southern part of Greenland is used as a 
sanctuary for the Danish Brown Honeybee (ex-situ conservation). There are no wild honeybees in 
Greenland. The ongoing Danish project in Greenland is based on a preceding EIA evaluation. 

 

68. ?  On Article 9(c), has your country adopted measures for the reintroduction of threatened 
species into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review   

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the measures for the reintroduction of threatened species into their natural 
habitats under appropriate conditions. 

 

Not relevant in relation to threatened species in Greenland at the moment.. 

 

 

69. ?  On Article 9(d), has your country taken measures to regulate and manage the collection of 
biological resources from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten 
ecosystems and in-situ populations of species? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further information on the measures to regulate and manage the collection of biological resources 
from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten ecosystems and in-situ 
populations of species. 
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Box XLVIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 
 
 
 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1100  --   SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  uussee  ooff  ccoommppoonneennttss  ooff  bbiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  

70. ?  On Article 10(a), has your country-integrated consideration of the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological resources into national decision-making? 

a) No  

b) No, but steps are being taken  

c) Yes, in some relevant sectors (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, in most relevant sectors (please provide details below) X 

Further information on integrating consideration of conservation and sustainable use of biological 
resources into national decision-making. 

The overall basis for conservation and sustainable use for most relevant sectors are regulated by the 
following: 

The 2004 Nature Protection Act. The 1996 Fishery Act The 1999 Hunting Act The 1998 Mineral 
Resources Act. The two first acts contain the main regulation in relation to sustainable use of 
components of biological diversity. Please refer to descriptions given in Box I and II. 

 

71. ?  On Article 10(b), has your country adopted measures relating to the use of biological 
resources that avoid or minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) X 

Further information on the measures adopted relating to the use of biological resources that avoid or 
minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity. 

The Acts mentioned in section 70 followed by executive orders implement comprehensive measures 
for minimizing adverse impacts on biological diversity. 
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72. ?  On Article 10(c), has your country put in place measures that protect and encourage 
customary use of biological resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use 
requirements? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further information on the measures that protect and encourage customary use of biological 
resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements. 

 

The traditional and modern occupations as hunting, fishery and agriculture are regulated. 

Mineral exploitation is regulated by the 1998 Act on mineral resources in Greenland. 

 

73. ?  On Article 10(d), has your country put in place measures that help local populations develop 
and implement remedial action in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures that help local populations develop and implement remedial 
action in degraded areas where biodiversity has been reduced. 

This is in place in the sheep-farming district in Southern Greenland, where the problem is old 
(perhaps 1000 years old) areas with soil erosion.  

 

 

  

74.  ?  Has your country identified indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24) 

a) No  

b) No, but assessment of potential indicators and incentive measures is 
under way 

X 

c) Yes, indicators and incentive measures identified (please describe 
below)  

Further comments on the identification of indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to 
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

 
Potential indicators and incentive measures are under way in the sheep-farming district in Southern 
Greenland. 
Trophy hunting of muskox and caribou has a positive feedback on the regulation of hunting regimes, 
as traditional hunting is inspired by trophy hunting and visa versa. 
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75.  ?  Has your country implemented sustainable use practices, programmes and policies for the 
sustainable use of biological diversity, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation? (decision V/24) 

a) No  

b) No, but potential practices, programmes and policies are under review   

c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide 
details below) 

X 

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please 
provide details below)  

Further information on sustainable use programmes and policies. 

The Strategic Plan for the national Park in North and east Greenland are based on the involvement of 
the nearest local community, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation. Inside the National Park no 
settlement exists. 

 

76. ?  Has your country developed or explored mechanisms to involve the private sector in 
initiatives on the sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24) 

a) No  

b) No, but mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please describe below) X 

Further comments on the development of mechanisms to involve the private sector in initiatives on 
the sustainable use of biodiversity. 

Several initiatives are constantly under development in the following sectors: Tourism arranged by 
local outfitters, cruise ships, agriculture and the way mineral exploitation is performed. The 
mentioned Strategy and action plan for protection of biodiversity and sustainable use of natural 
resources includes a number of recommendations related to involvement of the private sector in the 
mentioned relation.  

 
77.  Has your country initiated a process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VII/12) 

a) No X 

b) No, but the principles and guidelines are under review  

c) Yes, a process is being planned  

d) Yes, a process has been initiated (please provide detailed information)  

Further information on the process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 91 

78. Has your country taken any initiative or action to develop and transfer technologies and provide 
financial resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VII/12)  

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some technologies developed and transferred and limited 
financial resources provided (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, many technologies developed and transferred and significant 
financial resources provided (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the development and transfer of technologies and provision of financial 
resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable 
Use of Biodiversity. 

 

 

 

  

BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy   aanndd  TToouurriissmm  

79.  ?  Has your country established mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact of 
tourism on biodiversity?  

a) No  

b) No, but mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please specify below) X 

d) Yes, existing mechanisms are under review  

Further comments on the establishment of mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact 
of tourism on biodiversity. 

A mechanism is in place in the protected area Ilulissat Icefjord (a new World Heritage Site). This plan 
is in accordance with the recommendations related to the World Heritage Convention. It includes 
monitoring of the impact of increased tourism to the designated area and surroundings. 

 

80.  ?  Has your country provided educational and training programmes to the tourism operators so 
as to increase their awareness of the impacts of tourism on biodiversity and upgrade the technical 
capacity at the local level to minimize the impacts? (decision V/25) 

a) No  

b) No, but programmes are under development  

c) Yes, programmes are in place (please describe below) X 

Further comments on educational and training programmes provided to tourism operators. 

The tourism industry has training and education programmes for all people working in the industry. 
In several instances these programmes are mandatory.   
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81. Does your country provide indigenous and local communities with capacity-building and financial 
resources to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product 
development and management? (decision VII/14) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are being considered  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) X 

Further comments in the capacity-building and financial resources provided to indigenous and local 
communities to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product 
development and management. 

The tourism industry has programmes for education and training for people living in the smaller 
settlements and for outfitters arranging trophy hunting for muskox and caribou. 

Besides this there are programmes for craftsmen using local raw material as bones, teeth and antlers 
from natural resources. 

 See # 80. 

 
 

 

82. Has your country integrated the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development in the 
development or review of national strategies and plans for tourism development, national biodiversity 
strategies and actions plans, and other related sectoral strategies? (decision VII/14) 

a) No, but the guidelines are under review   

b) No, but a plan is under consideration to integrate some principles of 
the guidelines into relevant strategies  

c) Yes, a few principles of the guidelines are integrated into some 
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector) 

X 

d) Yes, many principles of the guidelines are integrated into some 
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector)  

Further information on the sectors where the principles of the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism 
Development are integrated. 

There is a manual for cruise ship operators. 

 
Box XLIX.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1111  --   IInncceennttiivvee  mmeeaassuurreess  

83.  ?  Has your country established programmes to identify and adopt economically and socially 
sound measures that act as incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of components of 
biological diversity?  

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the programmes to identify and adopt incentives for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity. 

No programmes are in place, but the principle form the basis for the trophy hunting operators and 
other tourism related activities. 
 

 

  

84.  ?  Has your country developed the mechanisms or approaches to ensure adequate incorporation 
of both market and non-market values of biological diversity into relevant plans, policies and 
programmes and other relevant areas? (decisions III/18 and IV/10) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development x 

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, review of impact of mechanisms available (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the mechanism or approaches to incorporate market and non-market values of 
biodiversity into relevant plans, policies and programmes. 

Development of these mechanisms is a part of the Strategy for the National Park in North and East 
Greenland. 
 

 

85.  ?  Has your country developed training and capacity-building programmes to implement 
incentive measures and promote private-sector initiatives? (decision III/18) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place  

d) Yes, many programmes are in place   
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86. Does your country take into consideration the proposals for the design and implementation of 
incentive measures as contained in Annex I to decision VI/15 when designing and implementing 
incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision VI/15) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on the proposals considered when designing and implementing the incentive 
measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

 

 
 

 

87. Has your country made any progress in removing or mitigating policies or practices that 
generate perverse incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity? 
(decision VII/18) 

a) No  

b) No, but identification of such policies and practices is under way X 

c) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified but not entirely removed 
or mitigated (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified and removed or 
mitigated (please provide details below) 

 

Further information on perverse incentives identified and/or removed or mitigated. 

The Greenland Home Rule has in 2005 adopted a new strategy for support to trade and industry. 
Over the coming years this should create a broader spectrum of occupations, and diminish the 
pressure on renewable resources from traditional occupations.  

 

Box L.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1122  --   RReesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  ttrraaiinniinngg    

88. ?  On Article 12(a), has your country established programmes for scientific and technical 
education and training in measures for the identification, conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity and its components? 

a) No X 

b) No, but programmes are under development  

c) Yes, programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

Further information on the programmes for scientific and technical education and training in the 
measures for identification, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

As Greenland is a part of “The Kingdom of Denmark” the Danish educational system is open to 
students from Greenland. 
See sections  88  to 90 in the report from Denmark. 

 

89. ?  On Article 12(b), does your country promote and encourage research which contributes to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?  

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) X 

Further information on the research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity. 

In a scientific research strategy developed by the Greenland Home Rule, research supporting 
sustainable development is one of the priority items. 
In a scientific research strategy developed for Greenland by the Commission for Scientific Research in 
Greenland, research on arctic resources is one of the priority items.  
In a scientific research strategy for the Greenland National Park developed by the Commission for 
Scientific Research in Greenland, research on arctic resources and local communities is one of the 
priority items. 

 

 

90. ?  On Article 12(c), does your country promote and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in 
biological diversity research in developing methods for conservation and sustainable use of biological 
resources? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) X 

Further information on the use of scientific advances in biodiversity research in developing methods 
for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

The Greenland Institute for Natural Resources was started in 1995 with focus on developing methods 
for conservation and sustainable use of biological resources.   
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Box LI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on: 
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 
 

 
 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1133  --   PPuubblliicc  eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  aawwaarreenneessss  

91. Is your country implementing a communication, education and public awareness strategy and 
promoting public participation in support of the Convention? (Goal 4.1 of the Strategic Plan) 

a) No  

b) No, but a CEPA strategy is under development  X 

c) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a 
limited extent (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a 
significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the implementation of a CEPA strategy and the promotion of public 
participation in support of the Convention. 

After a three-year pilot study a system with Nature interpreters (Rangers) are now started in six out 
of 18 municipalities. 

It is politically decided to start a school for fishermen and hunters. The education will be mandatory. 
11 out of 18 municipalities have accepted to include sustainable development in all local planning. 
Public participation and awareness is an integral part of this. See also remarks in other sections 
under this Article 13. 

 

 
92. Is your country undertaking any activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of 
work on Communication, Education and Public Awareness as contained in the annex to decision 
VI/19? (decision VI/19) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken (please provide details  
below) X 

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken (please provide details  
below) 

 

Further comments on the activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of work on 
CEPA. 
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These activities are an integral part of the work done by the Information departments in both 
scientific and management institutions. 
 

 
93. Is your country strongly and effectively promoting biodiversity-related issues through the press, 
the various media and public relations and communications networks at national level? (decision 
VI/19) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below) X 

Further comments on the promotion of biodiversity-related issues through the press, the various 
media and public relations and communications networks at national level. 

In 2002 the Greenland Home Rule launched a two-year campaign on sustainable use issues. This 
campaign was named Tulugaq (The Raven). During the next two years 2002-2004 the promotion of 
Biodiversity related issues was very strong, with several TV and radio programs, broad covering in 
the printed media, and public meetings in 11 of the 18 towns in Greenland. Eleven municipalities 
signed a document committing the municipalities to include sustainable use issues in all future 
planning. 

The second part of this decision was, that the situation for the 10 most vulnerable mammals and 
birds in Greenland should be analyzed, and that action plans should be developed to secure 
sustainability in the use of these species. This part has not been finalized. 
The Greenland Home Rule Government is constantly promoting biodiversity-related issues and 
sustainability in the daily debate on natural resource related issues, and e.g. in the implementation 
of management plans for the Ramsar Sites.   

 
94. Does your country promote the communication, education and public awareness of biodiversity 
at the local level? (decision VI/19) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) X 

Further information on the efforts to promote the communication, education and public awareness of 
biodiversity at the local level. 

See section 93.  

 
 

 
95. Is your country supporting national, regional and international activities prioritized by the 
Global Initiative on Educatio n and Public Awareness? (decision VI/19) 

a) No X 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some activities supported (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, many activities supported (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the support of national, regional and international activities prioritized by the 
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness. 

See section 95 in the report from Denmark. 
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96. Has your country developed adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication, 
education and public awareness? 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes are under development X 

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on the development of adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication, 
education and public awareness. 

 

 
 

 
97. Does your country promote cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity education 
and awareness at the national, regional and international levels? (decisions IV /10 and VI/19) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the promotion of cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity 
education and awareness, at the national, regional and international levels. 

 
 

 

 
98. Is your country undertaking some CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues 
and thematic programmes of work adopted under the Convention?  

a) No (please specify reasons below) X 

b) Yes, some activities undertaken for some issues and thematic areas 
(please provide details below)  

c) Yes, many activities undertaken for most issues and thematic areas 
(please provide details below)  

 

d) Yes, comprehensive activities undertaken for all issues and thematic 
areas (please provide details below)   

Further comments on the CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues and thematic 
programmes of work adopted under the Convention. 

Lack of human and economic resources. 
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99. ?  Does your country support initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that 
integrate biological diversity conservation matters in their practice and education programmes as 
well as into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision 
IV/10 and Goal 4.4 of the Strategic Plan) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)   

Further comments on the initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that integrate 
biodiversity conservation in their practice and education programmes as well as their relevant 
sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies. 

 

 

 

 

100. Is your country communicating the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and 
establishing appropriate linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development in the 
implementation of your national CEPA programmes and activities? (decision VII/24) 

a) No X 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes developed and activities undertaken for this 
purpose (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes developed and many activities 
undertaken for this purpose (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the communication of the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and 
the establishment of linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development. 

 

 

 

 
Box LII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1144  --   IImmppaacctt  aasssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  mmiinniimmiizz iinngg  aaddvveerrssee  iimmppaaccttss  

101. ?  On Article 14.1(a), has your country developed legislation requiring an environmental 
impact assessment of proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biological diversity?  

a) No  

b) No, legislation is still in early stages of development  

c) No, but legislation is in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, legislation is in place (please provide details below) X 

e) Yes, review of implementation available (please provide details below)  

Further information on the legislation requiring EIA of proposed projects likely to have adverse 
effects on biodiversity. 

Description of the legislative EIA procedures is included in the 2004 Nature Prote ction Act and in the 
1998 Mineral Resources Act. 
 

 

 

102. ?  On Article 14.1(b), has your country developed mechanisms to ensure that due 
consideration is given to the environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that 
are likely to have significant adverse impacts on biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development X 

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the mechanisms developed to ensure that due consideration is given to the 
environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have significant 
adverse impacts on biodiversity. 

These consequences are expected to be fully clarified in the extensive consultations all new 
programmes have to go through. 

 

103. ?  On Article 14.1(c), is your country implementing bilateral, regional and/or multilateral 
agreements on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your country’s 
jurisdiction? 

a) No X 

b) No, but assessment of options is in progress  

c) Yes, some completed, others in progress (please provide details below)  

d) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on the bilateral, regional and/or multilateral agreements on activities likely to 
significantly affect biodiversity outside your country’s jurisdiction. 
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104. ?  On Article 14.1(d), has your country put mechanisms in place to prevent or minimize 
danger or damage originating in your territory to biological diversity in the territory of other Parties 
or in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction? 

a) No X 

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development  

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place based on current scientific knowledge  

 

105. ?  On Article 14.1(e), has your country established national mechanisms for emergency 
response to activities or events which present a grave and imminent danger to biological diversity?  

a) No  

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development  

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below) X 

Further information on national mechanisms for emergency response to the activities or events which 
present a grave and imminent danger to biodiversity. 

They are in place in relation to oil spill accidents. 

 
 

  

106. Is your country applying the Guidelines for Incorporating Biodiversity-related Issues into 
Environment-Impact-Assessment Legislation or Processes and in Strategic Impact Assessment as 
contained in the annex to decision VI/7 in the context of the implementation of paragraph 1 of Article 
14? (decision VI/7) 

a) No  

b) No, but application of the guidelines under consideration  X 

c) Yes, some aspects being applied (please specify below)  

d) Yes, major aspects being applied (please specify below)  

Further comments on application of the guidelines. 
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107. On Article 14 (2), has your country put in place national legislative, administrative or policy 
measures regarding liability and redress for damage to biological diversity? (decision VI/11) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please specify the measures) X 

Further comments on national legislative, administrative or policy measures regarding liability and 
redress for damage to biological diversity. 

The following legislative measures are in place: 

In the 2004 Nature Protection Act it is ruled that “anyone who infringes the provisions of the 
regulations may be liable to a fine”, that “Section 116 of the Criminal Code concerning confiscation 
shall apply correspondingly.”  And that “In case any gain achieved through the infringement is not 
confiscated, special account shall be taken of the size of the financial gain achieved or intended to be 
achieved when the fine is determined.”  

 

 

108.  Has your country put in place any measures to prevent damage to biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being developed  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures in place to prevent damage to biological diversity. 

As mentioned different EIA procedures are in place in Greenland, please refer to other sections of the 
report. 

 

109. Is your country cooperating with other Parties to strengthen capacities at the national level for 
the prevention of damage to biodiversity, establishment and implementation of national legislative 
regimes, policy and administrative measures on liability and redress? (decision VI/11) 

a) No  

b) No, but cooperation is under consideration X 

c) No, but cooperative programmes are under development  

d) Yes, some cooperative activities being undertaken (please provide 
details below) 

 

e) Yes, comprehensive cooperative activities being undertaken (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties to strengthen capacities for the prevention of 
damage to biodiversity. 

A project on Eco criminality with participation of Svalbard, Iceland and Greenland has been planned 
under the auspices of the Nordic Council of Ministers for the Environment.  
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Box LIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 
 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1155  --   AAcccceessss  ttoo  ggeenneettiicc  rreessoouurrcceess  

110. ?  Has your country endeavored to facilitate access to genetic resources for environmentally 
sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually agreed terms, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of Article 15? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) x 

Further information on the efforts taken by your country to facilitate access to genetic resources for 
environmentally sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually 
agreed terms. 

An arrangement based on informed consent has been in place since 1998. Since then further rules 
have been included in the 2004 Nature protection Act (See Box 2), and in the near future this will be 
followed by a more detailed Executive order. 

The work on this follows two basic principles: 1) granted access to genetic resources should be 
beneficial to the Greenland society, and 2) exploitation of genetic resources should not be harmful to 
biodiversity. 
 

 

111. ?  Has your country taken measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic 
resources provided by other Parties is developed and carried out with the full participation of such 
Parties, in accordance with Article 15(6)? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic 
resources provided by other Contracting Parties is developed and carried out with the full 
participation of such Contracting Parties. 
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112. ?  Has your country taken measures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the results of 
research and development and of the benefits arising from the commercial and other use of genetic 
resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources, in accordance with Article 15(7)?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review X 

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in 
place (please provide details below)  

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further information on the type of measures taken. 

 

 
 

  

113. ?  In developing national measures to address access to genetic resources and benefit-
sharing, has your country taken into account the multilateral system of access and benefit-sharing 
set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture? 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on national measures taken which consider the multilateral system of access and 
benefit-sharing as set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture. 

 

 
 

  

114. Is your country using the Bonn Guidelines when developing and drafting legislative, 
administrative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing and/or when negotiating contracts 
and other arrangements under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit-sharing? (decision 
VII/19A) 

a) No  

b) No, but steps being taken to do so (please provide details below) X 

c) Yes (please provide details below)  

Please provide details and specify successes and constraints in the implementation of the Bonn 
Guidelines.  

An Executive Order on Genetic resources and GMO’s is in the drafting stage.  
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115. Has your country adopted national policies or measures, including legislation, which address 
the role of intellectual property rights in access and benefit-sharing arrangements (i.e. the issue of 
disclosure of origin/source/legal provenance of genetic resources in applications for intellectual 
property rights where the subject matter of the application concerns, or makes use of, genetic 
resources in its development)? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential policies or measures have been identified (please 
specify below)  

c) No, but relevant policies or measures are under development (please 
specify below) 

 

d) Yes, some policies or measures are in place (please specify below)  

e) Yes, comprehensive policies or measures adopted (please specify 
below)  

Further information on policies or measures that address the role of IPR in access and benefit-sharing 
arrangements. 

 

 
 

 
116. Has your country been involved in capacity-building activities related to access and benefit-
sharing?  

a) Yes (please provide details below) X 

b) No  

Please provide further information on capacity-building activities (your involvement as donor or 
recipient, key actors involved, target audience, time period, goals and objectives of the capacity-
building activities, main capacity-building areas covered, nature of activities).  Please also specify 
whether these activities took into account the Action Plan on capacity-building for access and benefit-
sharing adopted at COP VII and available in annex to decision VII/19F.  

A workshop covering these items was held in 2003. The participants came from key positions in the 
administrative system, from the private sector and from NGO’s. 

 
 

 

Box LIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1166  --   AAcccceessss  ttoo  aanndd  ttrraannssffeerr  ooff  tteecchhnnoollooggyy    

117. ?  On Article 16(1), has your country taken measures to provide or facilitate access for and 
transfer to other Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the 
environment?  

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further information on the measures to provide or facilitate access for and transfer to other Parties of 
technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or make use of 
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment. 

The CAFF cooperation is an example. See section 7. 

 

 

 

118. ?  On Article 16(3), has your country taken measures so that Parties which provide genetic 
resources are provided access to and transfer of technology which make use of those resources, on 
mutually agreed terms? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place  

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place   

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in 
place  

 

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative arrangements are in 
place   

g) Not applicable   

 

119. ?  On Article 16(4), has your country taken measures so that the private sector facilitates 
access to joint development and transfer of relevant technology for the benefit of Government 
institutions and the private sector of developing countries?  

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some policies and measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and measures are in place (please provide 
details below)  

e) Not applicable   

Further information on the measures taken. 
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Box LV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progre ss towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 
 

 

  

PPrrooggrraammmmee  oo ff  WWoorrkk  oonn  tt rraannss ffeerr  oo ff  tteecchhnnoo llooggyy  aa nndd  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  ccooooppee rraattiioonn  

120. Has your country provided financial and technical support and training to assist in the 
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation? 
(decision VII/29) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes being implemented (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes being implemented (please provide 
details below)  

Further comments on the provision of financial and technical support and training to assist in the 
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation. 

 
 

 

  

121. Is your country taking any measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-
country initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation? (decision 
VII/29) 

a) No X 

b) No, but some measures being considered  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-country 
initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation. 
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122. Has your country made any technology assessments addressing technology needs, 
opportunities and barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building? (annex to 
decision VII/29) 

a) No 

b) No, but assessments are under way 

c) Yes, basic assessments undertaken (please provide details below) 

d) Yes, thorough assessments undertaken (please provide details 
below) 

Further comments on technology assessments addressing technology needs, opportunities and 
barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building. 

 

 
 

 
123. Has your country made any assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and 
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies? (annex to decision VII/29) 

a) No X 

b) No, but assessments are under way  

c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details b elow)  

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments undertaken (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and 
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies. 

 

 
 

  

124. Has your country identified and implemented any measures to develop or strengthen 
appropriate information systems for technology transfer and cooperation, including assessing 
capacity building needs? (annex to decision VII/29) 

a) No X 

b) No, but some programmes are under deve lopment  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place and being implemented (please 
provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details below) 

 

Further comments on measures to develop or strengthen appropriate information systems for 
technology transfer and cooperation. 
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125. Has your country taken any of the measures specified under Target 3.2 of the programme of 
work as a preparatory phase to the development and implementation of national institutional, 
administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate cooperation as well as access to and 
adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention? (annex to decision VII/29) 

a) No X 

b) No, but a few measures being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please specify below)  

d) Yes, many measures taken (please specify below)  

Further comments on the measures taken as a preparatory phase to the development and 
implementation of national institutional, administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate 
cooperation as well as access to and adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention. 

 
 

 

Box LVI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 
 

 

  
AArrttiiccllee  1177  --   EExxcchhaannggee  ooff   iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn    

126. ?  On Article 17(1), has your country taken measures to facilitate the exchange of information 
from publicly available sources with a view to assist with the implementation of the Convention and 
promote technical and scientific cooperation? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place  
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The following question (127) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

127. ?  On Article 17(1), do these measures take into account the special needs of developing 
countries and include the categories of information listed in Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific 
and socio-economic research, training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge, 
repatriation of information and so on? 

a) No N/A 

b) Yes, but they do not include the categories of information listed in 
Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic 
research, training and surveying programmes, specialized 
knowledge, repatriation of information and so on 

N/A 

c) Yes, and they include categories of information listed in Article 17 
(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic research, 
training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge, 
repatriation of information and so on 

N/A 

Box LVII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Denmark is responsible for foreign affairs in “The Kingdom of Denmark”. 

See the report from Denmark.  
 

 
 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1188  --   TTeecchhnniiccaall  aanndd  sscciieennttiiff iicc  ccooooppeerraattiioonn    

128. ?  On Article 18(1), has your country taken measures to promote international technical and 
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures to promote international technical and scientific cooperation. 

Through the active participation in several bilateral, regional and international agreements, both one 
the scientific and the management level. 
The Greenland Home Rule offer financial support to Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC). 
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129. ?  On Article 18(4), has your country encouraged and developed methods of cooperation for 
the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in 
pursuance of the objectives of this Convention? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant methods are under development X 

c) Yes, methods are in place   

 

130. ?  On Article 18(5), has your country promoted the establishment of joint research 
programmes and joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the objectives of the 
Convention? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide some examples below) X 

Examples for the establishment of joint research programmes and joint ventures for the development 
of technologies relevant to the objectives of the Convention. 

Arctic Council has had a long series of joint projects with participation of governments, scientists and 
indigenous people. E.g. Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), Biodiversity protection in the 
Arctic Region, Sea birds, Vegetation, Sacred Sites, Circumpolar Protected Areas Network.   

 
 

 
131. Has your country established links to non-governmental organizations, private sector and other 
institutions holding important databases or undertaking significant work on biological diversity 
through the CHM? (decision V/14) 

a) No X 

b) No, but coordination with relevant NGOs, private sector and other 
institutions under way  

c) Yes, links established with relevant NGOs, private sector and 
institutions 

 

 

The following question (132) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

132. Has your country further developed the CHM to assist developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical 
cooperation? (decision V/14) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, by using funding opportunities  

c) Yes, by means of access to, and transfer of technology  

d) Yes, by using research cooperation facilities  

e) Yes, by using repatriation of information  

f) Yes, by using training opportunities  

g) Yes, by using promotion of contacts with relevant institutions, 
organizations and the private sector  

h) Yes, by using other means (please specify below)  
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Further comments on CHM developments to assist developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical 
cooperation. 

Denmark is responsible for foreign affairs in “The Kingdom of Denmark”. 
See the report from Denmark.  

 

 

 
133. Has your country used CHM to make information available more useful for researchers and 
decision-makers? (decision V/14) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant initiatives under consideration X 

c) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on development of relevant initiatives. 

 

 
 

 
134. Has your country developed, provided and shared services and tools to enhance and facilitate 
the implementation of the CHM and further improve synergies among biodiversity-related 
Conventions? (decision V/14) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please specify services and tools below)  

Further comments on services and tools to enhance and facilitate the implementation of CHM and 
further improve synergies among biodiversity-related Conventions. 

 
 

 

Box LVIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1199  --   HHaannddlliinngg  ooff  bbiiootteecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd  ddiissttrr iibbuuttiioonn  ooff  iittss  bbeenneeff iittss  

135. ?  On Article 19(1), has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation 
in biotechnological research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the genetic 
resources for such research? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place   

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation are in place   

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy and subsidiary legislation are in 
place   

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place   

 

136. ?  On Article 19(2), has your country taken all practicable measures to promote and advance 
priority access by Parties, on a fair and equitable basis, to the results and benefits arising from 
biotechnologies based upon genetic resources provided by those Parties? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place   

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place  

Box LIX.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  2200  ––  FFiinnaanncciiaa ll  rreessoouurrcceess  

Box LX.  

Please describe for each of the following items the quantity of financial resources, both internal and 
external, that have been utilized, received or provided, as applicable, to implement the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, on an annual basis, since your country became a Party to the Convention. 

a) Budgetary allocations by 
national and local 
Governments as well as 
different sectoral ministries 

Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity is an 
integral part of the work done in the Greenland Home rule. 
Budgetary allocations cannot be separated from the rest of the 
work. 

b) Extra-budgetary resources 
(identified by donor agencies) 

Private Funds. 

 

c) Bilateral channels (identified  
by donor agencies) 

Dancea. (See Box II) From the Danish Ministry for the 
Environment. 

d) Regional channels (identified  
by donor agencies) 

Nordic Council of Ministers for the Environment. 

e) Multilateral channels 
(identified by donor agencies) 

 

f) Private sources (identified by 
donor agencies) Private Companies in Greenland. 

g) Resources generated through 
financial instruments, such as 
charges for use of 
biodiversity 

 

Box LXI.  

Please describe in detail below any major financing programmes, such as biodiversity trust funds or 
specific programmes that have been established in your country. 

 

A biodiversity trust fund has not been established in Greenland. Please refer to the information 
provided on Dancea in Box II 

 

137. ?  On Article 20(1), has your country provided financial support and incentives to those 
national activities that are intended to achieve the objectives of the Convention? 

a) No  

b) Yes, incentives only (please provide a list of such incentives below)  

c) Yes, financial support only  

d) Yes, financial support and incentives (please provide details below) X 

Further comments on financial support and incentives provided. 

The Greenland Home rule Government has allocated both financial and human resources to support 
these activities. 

 



 116 

 

 

The next question (138) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

138. ?  On Article 20(2), has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable 
developing country Parties to meet the agreed incremental costs to them of implementing measures 
which fulfill the obligations of the Convention? 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please indicate the amount, on an annual basis, of new and 
additional financial resources your country has provided) 

 

Further comments on new and additional financial resources provided. 

Denmark is responsible for foreign affairs in “The Kingdom of Denmark” . 
See the report from Denmark.  

 
 

 

 

The next question (139) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES 
IN TRANSITION 

139. ?  On Article 20(2), has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable 
it to meet the agreed full incremental costs of implementing measures which fulfill the obligations of 
the Convention? 

a) No  

b) Yes   

  

140. ?  Has your country established a process to monitor financial support to biodiversity, 
including support provided by the private sector? (decision V/11) 

a) No X 

b) No, but procedures being established  

c) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on processes to monitor financial support to biodiversity, including support 
provided by the private sector. 

 

 

 

 

141. ?  Has your country considered any measures like tax exemptions in national taxation systems 
to encourage financial support to  biodiversity? (decision V/11) 

a) No X 

b) No, but exemptions are under development (please provide details 
below) 

 

c) Yes, exemptions are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on tax exemptions for biodiversity-related donations. 
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142. Has your country reviewed national budgets and monetary policies, including the effectiveness 
of official development assistance alloca ted to biodiversity, with particular attention paid to positive 
incentives and their performance as well as perverse incentives and ways and means for their 
removal or mitigation? (decision VI/16) 

a) No X 

b) No, but review is under way  

c) Yes (please provide results of review below)  

Further comments on review of national budgets and monetary policies, including the effectiveness of 
official development assistance. 

 

 
 

 
143. Is your country taking concrete actions to review and further integrate biodiversity 
considerations in the development and implementation of major international development 
initiatives, as well as in national sustainable development plans and relevant sectoral policies and 
plans? (decisions VI/16 and VII/21) 

a) No X 

b) No, but review is under way  

c) Yes, in some initiatives and plans (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, in major initiatives and plans (please provide details below)  

Further comments on review and integration of biodiversity considerations in relevant initiatives, 
policies and plans. 
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144. Is your country enhancing the integration of biological diversity into the sectoral development 
and assistance programmes? (decision VII/21) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development X 

c) Yes, into some sectoral development and assistance programmes 
(please provide details below)  

d) Yes, into major sectoral development and assistance programmes 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the integration of biodiversity into sectoral development and assistance 
programmes 

Awaits decision on the Strategy and Action Plan for implementation of CBD under preparation. 
 

 

 

The next question (145) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

145. Please indicate with an “ X” in the table below in which area your country has provided financial 
support to developing countries and/or countries with economies in transition. Please elaborate in the 
space below if necessary. 

A r e a s 
Support 
provided 

a) Undertaking national or regional assessments within the framework of MEA 
(decision VI/8) 

N/A 

b) In-situ conservation (decision V/16) N/A 

c) Enhance national capacity to establish and maintain the mechanisms to protect 
traditional knowledge (decision VI/10) 

N/A 

d) Ex-situ conservation (decision V/26) N/A 

e) Implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (decision VI/9) N/A 

f) Implementation of the Bonn Guidelines (decision VI/24) N/A 

g) Implementation of programme of work on agricultural biodiversity (decision 
V/5) 

N/A 

h) Preparation of first report on the State of World’s Animal Genetic Resources 
(decision VI/17) 

N/A 

i) Support to work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and 
development of regional and sub regional networks or processes (decision 
VI/27) 

N/A 

j) Development of partnerships and other means to provide the necessary 
support for the implementation of the programme of work on dry and 
subhumid lands biological diversity (decision VII/2) 

N/A 

k) Financial support for the operations of the Coordination Mechanism of the 
Global Taxonomy Initiative (decision VII/9) 

N/A 
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l) Support to the implementation of the Action Plan on Capacity Building as 
contained in the annex to decision VII/19 (decision VII/19) 

N/A 

m) Support to the implementation of the programme of work on mountain 
biological diversity (decision VII/27) 

N/A 

n) Support to the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas 
(decision VII/28) 

N/A 

o) Support to the development of national indicators (decision VII/30) N/A 

p) Others (please specify) N/A 

Further information on financial support provided to developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition. 

Denmark is responsible for foreign affairs in “The Kingdom of Denmark”. 
See the report from Denmark.  

 

 
 

 

The next question (146) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES 
IN TRANSITION 

146. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which areas your country has applied for funds 
from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), from developed countries and/or from other sources. The 
same area may have more than one source of financial support. Please elaborate in the space below 
if necessary. 

Applied for funds from 
A r e a s 

GEF Bilateral Other 

a) Preparation of national biodiversity strategies or action plans     

b) National capacity self-assessment for implementation of 
Convention (decision VI/27) 

   

c) Priority actions to implement the Global Taxonomy Initiative 
(decision V/9) 

   

d) In-situ conservation (decision V/16)    

e) Development of national strategies or action plans to deal 
with alien species (decision VI/23) 

   

f) Ex-situ conservation, establishment and maintenance of Ex-
situ conservation facilities (decision V/26) 

   

g) Projects that promote measures for implementing Article 13 
(Education and Public Awareness) (decision VI/19) 

   

h) Preparation of national reports (decisions III/9, V/19 and 
VI/25)  

   

i) Projects for conservation and sustainable use of inland water 
biological diversity (decision IV/4) 
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j) Activities for conservation and sustainable use of agricultural 
biological diversity (decision V/5) 

   

k) Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
(decision VI/26) 

   

l) Implementation of the Global Taxonomy Initiative    

m) Implementation of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines 
for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 

   

n) Others (please specify)    

Further information on application for financial support. 

 
 

Box LXII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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DD..  TTHHEEMMAATTIICC  AARREEAASS  
 

147. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in 
implementing the thematic programmes of work of the Convention (marine and coastal biodiversity, 
agricultural biodiversity, forest biodiversity, inland waters biodiversity, dry and sub-humid lands and 
mountain biodiversity). 

3 = High Challenge 1 = Low Challenge  

2 = Medium Challenge 0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome  

N/A = Not applicable  

 

Programme of Work 

Challenges 
Agricultur

al Forest 
Marine 

and 
coastal 

Inland  
water 

ecosystem 

Dry and 
subhumid 

lands 
Mountain 

(a) Lack of political 
will and support 

1 No 
relevance 

2 No 
relevance 

No 
relevance 

No 
relevance 

(b) Limited public 
participation and 
stakeholder involvement 

1 - 2 - - - 

(c) Lack of main-
streaming and integration 
of biodiversity issues into 
other sectors 

1 - 2 - - - 

(d) Lack of 
precautionary and 
proactive measures 

2 - 1 - - - 

(e) Inadequate 
capacity to act, caused 
by institutional weakness 

2 - 2 - - - 

(f) Lack of transfer of 
technology and expertise 

3 - 3 - - - 

(g) Loss of traditional 
knowledge 

1 - 2 - - - 

(h) Lack of adequate 
scientific research 
capacities to support all 
the objectives 

3 - 3 - - - 

(i) Lack of accessible 
knowledge and 
information 

3 - 3 - - - 

(j) Lack of public 
education and awareness 
at all levels 

3 - 3 - - - 

(k) Existing scientific 
and traditional knowledge 
not fully utilized 

2 - 2 - - - 
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(l) Loss of biodiversity 
and the corresponding 
goods and services it 
provides not properly 
understood and 
documented 

1 - 3 - - - 

(m) Lack of financial, 
human, technical 
resources 

3 - 3 - - - 

(n) Lack of economic 
incentive measures 

2 - 3 - - - 

(o) Lack of benefit-
sharing 

2 - 2 - - - 

(p) Lack of synergies 
at national and 
international levels 

No 
relevance 

- 3 - - - 

(q) Lack of horizontal 
cooperation among 
stakeholders 

1 - 3 - - - 

(r) Lack of effective 
partnerships 

2 - 2 - - - 

(s) Lack of 
engagement of scientific 
community 

3 - 2 - - - 

(t) Lack of appropriate 
policies and laws 

2 - 1 - - - 

(u) Poverty 1 - 1 - - - 

(v) Population 
pressure 

1 - 3 - - - 

(w) Unsustainable 
consumption and 
production patterns 

1 - 3 - - - 

(x) Lack of capacities 
for local communities 

2 - 3 - - - 

(y) Lack of knowledge 
and practice of 
ecosystem-based 
approaches to 
management 

3 - 3 - - - 

(z) Weak law 
enforcement capacity  

2 - 3 - - - 

(aa) Natural disasters 
and environmental 
change  

1 - 3 - - - 

(bb) Others (please 
specify)  -  - - - 
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IInnllaa nndd  wwaatteerr  eeccoossyysstteemmss  

148. Has your country incorporated the objectives and relevant activities of the programme of work 
into the following and implemented them? (decision VII/4) 

Strategies, policies, plans and activ ities No 
Yes, partially, 

integrated but not 
implemented 

Yes, fully integrated 
and implemented N/A 

a) Your biodiversity strategies and 
action plans 

   X 

b) Wetland policies and strategies    X 

c) Integrated water resources 
management and water efficiency 
plans being developed in line with 
paragraph 25 of the Plan of 
Implementation of the World Summit 
on Sustainable Deve lopment 

   X 

d) Enhanced coordination and 
cooperation between national actors 
responsible for inland water 
ecosystems and biological diversity 

   X 

Further comments on incorporation of the objectives and activities of the programme of work 

The program is not a priority item in Greenland, due to the fact that 99, 8 % of the ice-free area 
(407.000 km2) is free from any activities except traditional hunting and fishing. There is no 
indication that shows any degradation of inland waters.  Only two lakes and outlets in Greenland are 
used for hydropower. Drinking water is generally surface water. The only exceptions are small 
settlements one-isolated islands without fresh water. Here they use seawater that has been filtered. 

 
149. Has your country identified priorities for each activity in the programme of work, including 
timescales, in relation to outcome oriented targets? (decision VII/4 ) 

a) No N/A 

b) Outcome oriented targets developed but priority activities not 
developed  

c) Priority activities developed but not outcome oriented targets  

d) Yes, comprehensive outcome oriented targets and priority activities 
developed 

 

Further comments on the adoption of outcome oriented targets and priorities for activities, including 
providing a list of targets (if developed).    
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150. Is your country promoting synergies between this programme of work and related activities 
under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-Ramsar) at 
the national level? (decision VII/4 ) 

a) Not applicable (not Party to Ramsar Convention)  

b) No  

c) No, but potential measures were identified for synergy and joint 
implementation 

X 

d) Yes, some measures taken for joint implementation (please specify 
below) 

 

e) Yes, comprehensive measures taken for joint implementation (please 
specify below)  

Further comments on the promotion of synergies between the programme of work and related 
activities under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-
Ramsar) at the national level. 

Synergies are promoted through ongoing activities on preparation of  management plans for Ramsar 
sites, and for establishing a management plan for a World Heritage Site.  

 

 

 
151. Has your country taken steps to improve national data on:  (decision VII/4 ) 

Issues Yes No 
No, but development 

is under way  

a) Goods and services provided by inland 
water ecosystems? 

  N/A 

b) The uses and related socioeconomic 
variables of such goods and services?    

c) Basic hydrological aspects of water 
supply as they relate to maintaining 
ecosystem function? 

   

d) Species and all taxonomic levels?    

e) On threats to which inland water 
ecosystems are subjected?    

Further comments on the development of data sets, in particular a list of data sets developed in case 
you have replied “YES” above. 
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152. Has your country promoted the application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the 
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems? (decision VII/4 )  

a) No, the guidelines have not been reviewed X 

b) No, the guidelines have been reviewed and found inappropriate   

c) Yes, the guidelines have been reviewed and application/promotion is 
pending  

d) Yes, the guidelines promoted and applied  

Further comments on the promotion and application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the 
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems. 

 
 

 

Box LXIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the ach ievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 
 

 

 

  

MMaarriinnee  aanndd  ccooaassttaall  bbiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  

GGeennee rraall     

153. Do your country’s strategies and action plans include the following?  Please use an “X” to 
indicate your response.  (decisions II/10 and IV/15) 

a) Developing new marine and coastal protected areas X 

b) Improving the management of existing marine and coastal protected 
areas X 

c) Building capacity within the country for management of marine and 
coastal resources, including through educational programmes and 
targeted research initiatives (if yes, please elaborate on types of 
initiatives in the box below) 

X 

d)  Instituting improved integrated marine and coastal area management 
(including catchments management) in order to reduce sediment and 
nutrient loads into the marine environment 
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e) Protection of areas important for reproduction, such as spawning and 
nursery a reas 

X 

f) Improving sewage and other waste treatment  

g) Controlling excessive fishing and destructive fishing practices X 

h) Developing a comprehensive oceans policy (if yes, please indicate 
current stage of development in the box below)  

i) Incorporation of local and traditional knowledge into management of 
marine and coastal resources (if yes, please elaborate on types of 
management arrangements in the box below) 

X 

j) Others (please specify below)  

k) Not applicable   

Please elaborate on the above activities and list any other priority actions relating to conservation 
and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity. 

The strategy and action plan for implementation of CBD in Greenland is being finalized now, and 
further elaboration cannot be given at this stage.  

Project on establishing management plans for Ramsar Sites. 

 

  

IImm pplleemmee nnttaattiioonn  ooff  IInntteeggrraattee dd  MMaarriinnee   aanndd  CCooaassttaall   AArreeaa  MMaannaa ggeemmeenntt  

154. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, administrative and legislative 
arrangements for the development of integrated management of marine and coastal ecosystems? 

a) No  

b) Early stages of development X 

c) Advanced stages of development  

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)  

e) Not applicable   

Further comments on the current status of implementation of integrated marine and coastal area 
management. 

All 11 Ramsar Sites and 6 of the 9 protected areas have both a terrestrial and a marine component. 
See also # 150. 
A project has conducted a sensitivity mapping of most of the coastline on the west coast of 
Greenland.  

 
 

 
155. Has your country implemented ecosystem-based management of marine and coastal 
resources, for example through integration of coastal management and watershed management, or 
through integrated multidisciplinary coastal and ocean management? 

a) No X 

b) Early stages of development  

c) Advanced stages of development  

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)  
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e) Not applicable   

Further comments on the current status of application of the ecosystem to management of marine 
and coastal resources. 

 

 
 

  

MMaarriinnee   aanndd  CCooaassttaall   LLiivviinngg  RReessoouurrcceess  

156. Has your country identified components of your marine and coastal ecosystems, which are 
critical for their functioning, as well as key threats to those ecosystems? 

a) No 

b) Plans for a comprehensive assessment of marine and coastal 
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below) 

c) A comprehensive assessment is currently in progress 

d) Critical ecosystem components have been identified, and 
management plans for them are being developed (please 
provide details below) 

x 

e) Management plans for important components of marine and coastal 
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below) 

f) Not applicable  

Further comments on the current status of assessment, monitoring and research relating to marine 
and coastal ecosystems, as well as key threats to them 

See # 154. 
 

 

 
157. Is your country undertaking the following activities to implement the Convention’s work plan 
on coral reefs?  Please use an “X” to indicate your response. 

A c t i v i t i e s 
Not 

implemented 
nor a priority  

Not 
implemented 
but a priority  

Currently 
implemented 

Not 
applicable 

a) Ecological assessment and 
monitoring of reefs     x 

b) Socio-economic assessment 
and monitoring of 
communities and 
stakeholders 

   x 

c) Management, particularly 
through application of 
integrated coastal 
management and marine and 
coastal protected areas in 
coral reef environments 

   X 
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d) Identification and 
implementation of additional 
and alternative measures for 
securing livelihoods of people 
who directly depend on coral 
reef services 

   x 

e) Stakeholder partnerships, 
community participation 
programmes and public 
education campaigns 

   x 

f) Provision of training and 
career opportunities for 
marine taxonomists and 
ecologists 

   x 

g) Development of early warning 
systems of coral bleaching    x 

h) Development of a rapid 
response capability to 
document coral bleaching and 
mortality 

   x 

i) Restoration and rehabilitation 
of degraded coral reef 
habitats 

   x 

j) Others (please specify below)    x 

Please elaborate on ongoing activities.  

Coral reefs haven’t been found in Greenland yet. 

 
 

  

MMaarriinnee   aanndd  CCooaassttaall   PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass  

158. Which of the following statements can best describe the current status of marine and coastal 
protected areas in your country?  Please use an “X” to indicate your response. 

a) Marine and coastal protected areas have been declared and gazetted 
(please indicate below how many) X 

b) Management plans for these marine and coastal protected areas have 
been developed with involvement of all stakeholders  

c) Effective management with enforcement and monitoring has been put 
in place 

 

d) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas is 
under development  

e) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas has 
been put in place  

 

f) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes 
areas managed for purpose of sustainable use, which may allow 
extractive activities 

X 

g) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes 
areas which exclude extractive uses X 
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h) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas is 
surrounded by sustainable management practices over the wider 
marine and coastal environment. 

x 

i) Other (please describe below) x 

j) Not applicable  x 

Further comments on the current status of marine and coastal protected areas. 

6 out of 9 protected areas have both a terrestrial and a marine component. 
All 11 Ramsar Sites have both a terrestrial and a marine component. 

 

  

MMaarriiccuullttuurree  

159. Is your country applying the following techniques aimed at minimizing adverse impacts of 
mariculture on marine and coastal biodiversity?  Please check all that apply. 

a) Application of environmental impact assessments for mariculture 
developments  

b) Development and application of effective site selection methods in 
the framework of integrated marine and coastal area management  

c) Development of effective methods for effluent and waste control  

d) Development of appropriate genetic resource management plans at 
the hatchery level 

 

e) Development of controlled hatchery and genetically sound 
reproduction methods in order to avoid seed collection from nature.  

f) If seed collection from nature cannot be avoided, development of 
environmentally sound practices for spat collecting operations, 
including use of selective fishing gear to avoid by-catch 

 

g) Use of native species and subspecies in mariculture  

h) Implementation of effective measures to prevent the inadvertent 
release of mariculture species and fertile polypoids. 

 

i) Use of proper methods of breeding and proper places of releasing in 
order to protect genetic diversity 

 

j) Minimizing the use of antibiotics through better husbandry 
techniques 

 

k) Use of selective methods in commercial fishing to avoid or minimize 
by-catch  

l) Considering traditional knowledge, where applicable, as a source to 
develop sustainable mariculture techniques 

 

m) Not applicable   

Further comments on techniques that aim at minimizing adverse impacts of mariculture on marine 
and coastal biodiversity. 

There is no mariculture in Greenland. 
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AAlliiee nn  SSppeecciieess   aanndd  GGeennoottyyppeess  

160. Has your country put in place mechanisms to control pathways of introduction of alien species 
in the marine and coastal environment?  Please check all that apply and elaborate on types of 
measures in the space below. 

a) No X 

b) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from ballast water have been 
put in place (please provide details below) 

X 

c) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from hull fouling have been 
put in place (please provide details below) 

X 

d) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from aquaculture have been 
put in place (please provide details below) 

 

e) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from accidental releases, 
such as aquarium releases, have been put in place (please provide 
details below) 

 

f) Not applicable   

Further comments on the current status of activities relating to prevention of introductions of alien 
species in the marine and coastal environment, as well as any eradication activities. 

Alien species is not a priority item in Greenland. Two species of warbler flies were introduced more 
than fifty years ago. These are the most recent examples known. 
 

 

Box LXIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AAggrriiccuullttuurraall   bb iioo llooggiiccaall   ddiivvee rrssiittyy  

161. ?  Has your country developed national strategies, programmes and plans that ensure the 
development and successful implementation of policies and actions that lead to the conservation and 
sustainable use of agrobiodiversity components? (decisions III/11 and IV/6) 

a) No X 

b) No, but strategies, programmes and plans are under development  

c) Yes, some strategies, programmes and plans are in place (please 
provide details below)  

 

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, programmes and plans are in place 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on agrobiodiversity components in national strategies, programmes and plans. 

 
 

 

 

162. ?  Has your country identified ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use 
restriction technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use, including food 
security, of agricultural biological diversity? (decision V/5) 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures identified (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures identified (please provide details below)  

Further information on ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use restriction 
technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity. 

Following descriptions elsewhere in this report, this is not of relevance at the moment in Greenland. 

 

AAnnnneexx   ttoo  ddeecciiss iioonn  VV//55  --   PPrrooggrraammmmee  oo ff  wwoorrkk  oonn  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall   bb iiooddiivveerrssiittyy  

Programme element 1 – Assessment 

163. Has your country undertaken specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity 
such as on plant genetic resources, animal genetic resources, pollinators, pest management and 
nutrient cycling?   

a) No X 

b) Yes, assessments are in progress (please specify components below)  

c) Yes, assessments completed (please specify components and results of 
assessments below) 

 

Further comments on specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity. 
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164. Is your country undertaking assessments of the interactions between agricultural practices and 
the conservation and sustainable use of the components of biodiversity referred to in Annex I of the 
Convention (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species and communities; genomes and genes of social, 
scientific or economic importance)?  

a) No  

b) Yes, assessments are under way  

c) Yes, some assessments completed (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments completed (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on assessment of biodiversity components (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species 
and communities; genomes and genes of social, scientific or economic importance). 

The agriculture (60 sheep farmers and 2 reindeer holders) is based on a development plan from 
1982. This plan was developed after extensive assessments of grazing capacities. 

 
 

 
165. Has your country carried out an assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of 
farmers and indigenous and local communities in sustaining agricultural biodiversity and agro-
ecosystem services for food production and food security?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, assessment is under way  

c) Yes, assessment completed (please specify where information can be 
retrieved below)  

Further comments on assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of farmers and 
indigenous and local communities. 

 

 
 

 
166. Has your country been monitoring an overall degradation, status quo or 
restoration/rehabilitation of agricultural biodiversity since  1993 when the Convention entered into 
force?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, no change found (status quo)  

c) Yes, overall degradation found (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, overall restoration or rehabilitation observed (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on observations. 
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Programme element 2 - Adaptive management 

167. Has your country identified management practices, technologies and policies that promote the 
positive, and mitigate the negative, impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and enhance productivity 
and the capacity to sustain livelihoods? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential practices, technologies and policies being identified  

c) Yes, some practices, technologies and policies identified (please 
provide details below) 

X 

d) Yes, comprehensive practices, technologies and policies identified 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on identified management practices, technologies and policies. 

Winter grazing should be avoided. The farmers should try to avoid the use of annual crops and 
instead grow a permanent grass cover to prevent erosion of the topsoil. 
 

 

Programme element 3 - Capacity-building  

168. Has your country increased the capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and 
their organizations and other stakeholders, to manage sustainable agricultural biodiversity and to 
develop strategies and methodologies for In-situ conservation, sustainable use and management of 
agricultural biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please specify area/component and target groups with 
increased capacity) 

x 

Further comments on increased capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and their 
organizations and other stakeholders. 

All potential farmers have to pass a tree year education program. This is mandatory. 
 

 

 
169. Has your country put in place operational mechanisms for participation by a wide range of 
stakeholder groups to develop genuine partnerships contributing to the implementation of the 
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity?  

a) No X 

b) No, but potential mechanisms being identified  

c) No, but mechanisms are under development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place   

 
170. Has your country improved the policy environment, including benefit-sharing arrangements 
and incentive measures, to support local-level management of agricultural biodiversity?   

a) No X 

b) No, but some measures and arrangements being identified  
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c) No, but measures and arrangements are under development  

d) Yes, measures and arrangements are being implemented (please 
specify below) 

 

Further comments on the measures taken to improve the policy environment. 

 

 
 

 

Programme element 4 – Mainstreaming 

171. Is your country mainstreaming or integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation 
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes? 

a) No X 

b) No, but review is under way  

c) No, but potential frameworks and mechanisms are being identified  

d) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed and integrated 
into some sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details 
below) 

 

e) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed into major 
sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on mainstreaming and integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation 
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes. 

Because of the size and nature of agricultural production in Greenland not relevant. 
 

 

 
172. Is your country supporting the institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms for 
the mainstreaming of agricultural biodiversity in agricultural strategies and action plans, and its 
integration into wider strategies and action plans for biodiversity?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, by supporting institutions in undertaking relevant assessments  

c) Yes, by developing policy and planning guidelines  

d) Yes, by developing training material  

e) Yes, by supporting capacity-building at policy, technical and local levels  

f) Yes, by promoting synergy in the implementation of agreed plans of 
action and between ongoing assessment and intergovernmental 
processes. 

 

Further comments on support for institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms. 

Because of the size and nature of agricultural production in Greenland not relevant. 

 
173. In the case of centers of origin in your country, is your country promoting activities for the 
conservation, on farm, In-situ, and Ex-situ, of the variability of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture, including their wild relatives?  
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a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on of the conservation of the variability of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture in their center of origin. 

Because of the size and nature of agricultural production in Greenland not relevant. 
 

 
Box LXV.  

Please provide information concerning the actions taken by your country to implement the Plan of 
Action for the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators.  

  

 
Box LXVI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 
f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

FFoorreesstt  BB iioollooggiiccaa ll  DDiivveerrss iittyy  

GGeennee rraall  

174. Has your country incorporated relevant parts of the work programme into your national 
biodiversity strategies and action plans and national forest programmes? 

a) No  

b) Yes, please describe the process used  

c) Yes, please describe constraints/obstacles encountered in the 
process 

 

d) Yes, please describe lessons learned  

e) Yes, please describe targets for priority actions in the programme of 
work  

Further comments on the incorporation of relevant parts of the work programme into your NBSAP 
and forest programmes 

The programme is not a priority item in Greenland, because there are no real forests in Greenland, 
only very limited growth of birch and sage. In a few places these form dense scrub. 
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Box LXVII.  

Please indicate what recently applied tools (policy, planning, management, assessment and 
measurement) and measures, if any, your country is using to implement and assess the programme 
of work. Please indicate what tools and measures would assist the implementation. 

 

 

 

 
 

Box LXVIII.  

Please indicate to what extent and how your country has involved indigenous and local communities, 
and respected their rights and interests, in implementing the programme of work. 

 

 

 

 
Box LXIX.  

Please indicate what efforts your country has made towards capacity building in human and capital 
resources for the implementation of the programme of work. 

 

 

 

 
Box LXX.  

Please indicate how your country has collaborated and cooperated (e.g., south-south, north-south, 
south-north, north-north) with other governments, regional or international organizations in 
implementing the programme of work. Please also indicate what are the constraints and/or needs 
identified. 

 

 

 

 
EExxppaannddeedd  pprrooggrraammmmee  ooff  wwoorrkk  oonn  ffoorreesstt  bbiioo llooggiiccaall   dd iivveerrssiittyy  

Programme element 1 – Conservation, sustainable use and benefit-sharing 

175. Is your country applying the ecosystem approach to the management of all types of forests? 

a) No (please provide reasons below) N/A 

b) No, but potential measures being identified (please provide details 
below)  
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c) Yes (please provide details below)   

Comments on application of the ecosystem approach to management of forests (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impact on forest management, constraints, needs, 
tools, and targets). 

Real forests are not found in Greenland. 

 

 

 

176. Has your country undertaken measures to reduce the threats to, and mitigate its impacts on 
forest biodiversity? 

Options X Details 

Please specify below the major threats identified in relation to each objective of 
goal 2 and the measures undertaken to address priority actions 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No  

  

 

Further comments on measures to reduce threats to, and mitigate the impacts of threatening 
processes on forest biodiversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on 
forest biodive rsity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

 

 

177. Is your country undertaking any measures to protect, recover and restore forest biological 
diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No  

  

 

Further comments on measures to protect, recover and restore forest biological diversity (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, 
tools and targets). 
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178. Is your country undertaking any measures to promote the sustainable use of forest biological 
diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please specify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 4 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No  

  

 

Further comments on the promotion of the sustainable use of forest biological diversity (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, 
tools and targets). 
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179. Is your country undertaking any measures to promote access and benefit-sharing of forest 
genetic resources? 

Options X Details 

Please specify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 5 and describe 
measures undertaken 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the promotion of access and benefit-sharing of forest genetic resources. 
(including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, 
needs, tools and targets) 

 

 

 

 

Programme element 2 – Institutional and socio-economic enabling environment 

180. Is your country undertaking any measures to enhance the institutional enabling environment 
for the conservation and sustainable use of forest biological diversity, including access and benefit-
sharing? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 1 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the enhancement of the institutional enabling environment for the conservation 
and sustainable use of forest biological diversity, including access and benefit-sharing (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, 
tools and targets). 
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181. Is your country undertaking any measures to address socio -economic failures and distortions 
that lead to decisions that result in loss of forest biological diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 2 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on review of socio-economic failures and distortions that lead to decisions that 
result in loss of forest biological diversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, 
impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

 

 

182. Is your country undertaking any measures to increase public education, participation and 
awareness in relation to forest biological diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on measures to increase public education, participation and awareness in relation 
to forest biological diversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on 
forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 
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Programme element 3 – Knowledge, assessment and monitoring 

183. Is your country undertaking any measures to characterize forest ecosystems at various scales 
in order to improve the assessment of the status and trends of forest biological diversity?  

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 1 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on characterization of forest ecosystems at various scales (including effectiveness 
of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and 
targets). 

 

 

 

 

184. Is your country undertaking any measures to improve knowledge on, and methods for, the 
assessment of the status and trends of forest biological diversity?  

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 2 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on improvement of knowledge on and methods for the assessment of the status 
and trends (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, 
constraints, needs, tools and targets). 
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185. Is your country undertaking any measures to improve the understanding of the role of forest 
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the improvement of the understanding of the role of forest biodiversity and 
ecosystem functioning (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest 
biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

 

 

186. Is your country undertaking any measures at national level to improve the infrastructure for 
data and information management for accurate assessment and monitoring of global forest 
biodiversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 4 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the improvement of the infrastructure for data and information management 
(including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, 
needs, tools and targets). 
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Box LXXI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  

BBiioollooggiiccaa ll  ddiivveerrss iittyy  oo ff  ddrryy  aanndd  ssuubb--hhuumm iidd  llaa nnddss  

187. Is your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the national and regional 
levels, the activities identified in the programme of work? (decisions V/23 and VII/2 ) 

a) No N/A 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on scientific, technical and financial support, at the national and regional levels, to 
the activities identified in the programme of work. 

The programme is not a priority item in Greenland, because dry land (Arctic deserts) is most 
common in the high arctic in North East Greenland, where there  are no settlements. There are for 
that reason no human threats. 

 
188. Has your country integrated actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands 
into its national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of 
the UNCCD? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VII/2) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands integrated 
into national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of the 
UNCCD. 

 
 

 

 
189. Has your country undertaken measures to ensure synergistic/collaborative implementation of 
the programme of work between the national UNCCD process and other processes under related 
environmental conventions? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VII/2) 

a) No  

b) Yes, some linkages established (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, extensive linkages established (please provide details below)  
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Further comments on the measures to ensure the synergistic/collaborative implementation of the 
programme of work between the national UNCCD processes and other processes under related 
environmental conventions. 

 
 

 

 

Programme Part A: Assessment  

190. Has your country assessed and analyzed information on the state of dryland biological diversity 
and the pressures on it, disseminated existing knowledge and best practices, and filled knowledge 
gaps in order to determine adequate activities? (Decision V/23, Part A: Assessment, Operational 
objective, activities 1 to 6) 

a) No  

b) No, but assessment is ongoing   

c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive assessment undertaken (please provide details 
 below) 

 

Further comments on the relevant information on assessments of the status and trends and 
dissemination of existing knowledge and best practices. 

 

 
 

 

Programme Part B: Targeted Actions  

191. Has your country taken measures to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the 
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 
arising out of the utilization of its genetic resources, and to combat the loss of biological diversity in 
dry and sub-humid lands and its socio-economic consequences? (part B of annex I of decision V/23, 
activities 7 to 9) 

a) No  

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the 
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 
arising out of the utilization of its genetic resources, and to combat the loss of biological diversity in 
dry and sub-humid lands and its socio-economic consequences. 
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192. Has your country taken measures to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities, 
to enhance the implementation of the programme of work? 

a) No  

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, all identified capacity needs met (please provide details below)  

Further comments on measures taken to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities, to 
enhance the implementation of the programme of work. 

 

Box LXXII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 
 

 
 

 

  

MMoouunnttaaiinn  BBiiooddiivveerrss iittyy  

Programme Element 1. Direct actions for conservation, sustainable use ad benefit sharing 

193. Has your country taken any measures to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key 
threats to mountain biodiversity? 

a) No N/A 

b) No, but relevant measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key 
threats to mountain biodiversity 

The programme is not a priority item in Greenland, because most of the ice -free area is more or less 
mountainous. 99, 8 % of the ice-free area (407.000 km2) is free from any activities except 
traditional hunting and fishery. There is no indication that shows any damage to mountain 
biodiversity.  
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194. Has your country taken any measures to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity 

 

 
 

  

195. Has your country taken any measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological 
resources and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosys tems? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological resources 
and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems 

 

 
 

  

196. Has your country taken any measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of 
mountain genetic resources, including preservation and maintenance of traditional knowledge? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of mountain 
genetic resources 
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Programme Element 2. Means of implementation for conservation,  
sustainable use and benefit sharing 

197. Has your country developed any legal, policy and institutional framework for conservation and 
sustainable use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing this programme of work?  

a) No 

b) No, but relevant frameworks are being developed 

c) Yes, some frameworks are in place (please provide details below) 

d) Yes, comprehensive frameworks are in place (please provide details 
below) 

Further comments on the legal, policy and institutional frameworks for conservation and sustainable 
use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing the programme of work on mountain biodiversity. 

 

 
 

  

198. Has your country been involved in regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on 
mountain ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity? 

a) No 

b) No, but some cooperation frameworks are being considered 

c) Yes (please provide details below) 

Further information on the regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on mountain 
ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity 

 
 

 

  

Programme Element 3. Supporting actions for conservation,  
sustainable use and benefit sharing 

199. Has your country taken any measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of 
mountain biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of mountain 
biodiversity 
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200. Has your country taken any measures for improving research, technical and scientific 
cooperation and capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity? 

a) No 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development 

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

Further comments on the measures for improving research, technical and scientific cooperation and 
capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity 

 
 

 

 
201. Has your country taken any measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate 
technologies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate 
technologies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems 

 
 

 

 

Box LXXIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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EE..  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN  
202. Has your country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in order to prepare 
for Convention meetings and enhance implementation of the Convention? (decision V/20) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)   

Further comments on the regional and subregional activities in which your country has been 
involved. 

Greenland is an active partner in Arctic Council (AC) and its working groups. Especially in CAFF 
(Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna) – the biodiversity branch of AC. 

 

 

  

203. Is your country strengthening regional and subregional cooperation, enhancing integration and 
promoting synergies with relevant regional and subregional processes? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) X 

Further comments on regional and subregional cooperation and processes. 

CAFF (Conservation of Arctic Flora and fauna) is a working group under the Arctic Council. It is a 
priority for this working group to act as a tool for biodiversity protection.  
See Box 2. 

 

 

The following question (204) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

204. Is your country supporting the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the 
development of regional and subregional networks or processes? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) No, but programmes are under development  

c) Yes, included in existing cooperation frameworks (please provide 
details below) X 

d) Yes, some cooperative activities ongoing (please provide details below)  

Further comments on support for the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the 
development of regional and subregional networks or processes. 

Through the work in Arctic Council and its working groups. See Box II. 

Through the work in the Nordic Council of Ministers. 

 

 
205. Is your country working with other Parties to strengthen the existing regional and subregional 
mechanisms and initiatives for capacity-building? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) Yes   
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206. Has your country contributed to the assessment of the regional and subregional mechanisms 
for implementation of the Convention? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on contribution to the assessment of the regional and subregional mechanisms. 

 
 

 

 

Box LXXIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of the above decisions specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 

 
 

  
FF..  CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS  OONN  TTHHEE  FFOORRMMAATT  

 

Box LXXV.  

Please provide below recommendations on how to improve this reporting format. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--  --  --  --   --  --  
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  AA..  RREEPPOORRTTIINNGG  PPAARRTTYY  

Contracting Party  

NN  AA  TT  II  OO  NN  AA  LL      FF  OO  CC  AA  LL      PP  OO  II  NN  TT  

Full name of the institution Ministry of Internal Affairs 

Name and title of contact 
officer Rókur Tummasarson 

Mailing address  Postbox 159, FO-110 Tórshavn 

Telephone + 298  35 80 80 

Fax + 298  35 80 85 

E-mail Rokur@imr.fo   

CCOONNTTAACCTT  OOFFFFIICCEERR  FFOORR  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  RREEPPOORRTT  ((IIFF  DDIIFFFFEERREENNTT  FFRROOMM  AABBOOVVEE))  

Full name of the institution The Faroese Museum of Natural History 

Name and title of contact 
officer 

Anna Maria Fosaa 

Mailing address V.U. Hammersheimbsgøta 13, FO-100 Tórshavn 

Telephone + 298  35 23 00 

Fax + 298  35 23 01 

E-mail anmarfos@ngs.fo 

SS  UU  BB  MM  II  SS  SS  II  OO  NN  

Signature of officer responsible 
for submitting national report 

 

Date of submission  

 

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt  

Box I.  

Please provide information on the preparation of this report, including information on stakeholders 
involved and material used as a basis for the report. 

The first draft of this report was prepared by The Faroese Museum of Natural History. The draft was 
then circulated to, commented and supplemented by the following parties: 
 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
Ministry of Trade - Agricultural Office etc.  
Ministry of Fisheries, 
The Food, Environment and Vetenary Agency  
Fisheries Research Laboratory. 
 
The final version was commented and examined by The Ministry of Internal Affairs, to whom the final 
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report it was submitted.  

 

  
BB..  PPRRIIOORRIITTYY  SSEETTTTIINNGG,,  TTAARRGGEETTSS  AANNDD  OOBBSSTTAACCLLEESS  

 
Box II.  

Please provide an overview of the status and trends of various components of biological diversity in 
your country based on the information and data available. 

From the 1980´ies the Faroe Islands found a need to take measures to prevent over fishing and 
minimizing of fish stocks. A management system was introduced with licensed fisheries, Effort Quota 
based on fishing days, closed areas for towed gears like trawl, spawning and young fish area closures 
and additional management measures. A sustainable fish stock is crucial to the Faroese economy, and 
much effort is used to secure the marine living resources. Sustainable use of the ocean has therefore 
been given high priority in the Faroe Islands. Parallel to the development of the management system, 
research is carried out. The Faroe Islands has an extended international cooperation as regards 
conservation of fish stocks. At all levels much attention is paid to the marine biodiversity. Some more 
information can be found on www.fishin.fo.  
 
The Faroese economy is also dependant on fish farming, and this area is also well-regulated with some 
cooperation with other countries. Sustainable management has recently been given more attention 
because of endemic disease in the fish farming stocks, which causes reconsiderations in this area. 
 
The main part of the Faroe Islands is mountainous area. Almost all terrestrial area on the Faroe Islands 
is used as grassland. In the terrestrial field the work has been limited, especially concerning plants. In 
1996 the Faroe Islands started out work according to the Conventions of Biological Diversity. The work 
has primarily been carried out within article 6 and 7. The main targets are monitoring, registration, 
information and red lists. The first red lists have been published in 2004/2005 covering birds and 
vascular plans. The biodiversity work is still in its early state of development. There are still no long 
cited plans telling how to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity. Most of the terrestrial work 
is carried out on funds. Another obstacle is the lack of a coordinating administration in the terrestric 
area. An administration covering all nature- and environmental aspects it about to be established. 
 

 

 

  

PPrriioorriittyy  SSeettttiinngg  

11..  Please indicate, by marking an "X" in the appropriate column below, the level of priority your 
country accords to the implementation of various articles, provisions and relevant programmes of the 
work of the Convention.  

LLeevveell  ooff  PPrriioorriittyy  
AArrttiiccllee//PPrroovviissiioonn//PPrrooggrraammmmee  ooff  WWoorrkk  

HHiigghh  MMeeddiiuumm  LLooww  

a) Article 5 – Cooperation  x     

b) Article 6 - General measures for conservation and sustainable 
use      X 

c) Article 7 - Identification and monitoring  X  
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d) Article 8 – In-situ conservation   X 

e) Article 8(h) - Alien species   X 

f) Article 8(j) - Traditional knowledge and related provisions   x 

g) Article 9 – Ex-situ conservation   X 

h) Article 10 – Sustainable use of components of biological diversity  X  

i) Article 11 - Incentive measures   X 

j) Article 12 - Research and training  X  

k) Article 13 - Public education and awareness   X 

l) Article 14 - Impact assessment and minimizing adverse impacts   X 

m) Article 15 - Access to genetic resources   X 

n) Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technology   X  

o) Article 17 - Exchange of information   X 

p) Article 18 – Scientific and technical cooperation  X  

q) Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its 
benefits 

  X 

r) Article 20 - Financial resources   X 

s) Article 21 - Financial mechanism   X 

t) Agricultural biodiversity   X 

u) Forest biodiversity   - 

v) Inland water biodiversity   X 

w) Marine and coastal biodiversity  X  

x) Dryland and sub humid land biodiversity   - 

y) Mountain biodiversity   X 
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CChhaalllleennggeess  aanndd  OObbssttaacclleess  ttoo  IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  

2. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in 
implementing the provisions of the Articles of the Convention (5, 6,7, 8, 8h, 8j, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 
15,16, 17, 18, 19 and 20) 

3 = High Challenge 1 = Low Challenge  

2 = Medium Challenge 0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome  

N/A = Not applicable 

 
Articles 

Challenges 
5 6 7 8 8h 8j 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

a) LLaacckk  ooff  
ppoolliittiiccaall  wwiillll  
aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt 

1 2 1 2 1 - 3 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 
1-
2 

1 2 

bb))  LLiimmiitteedd  
ppuubblliicc  
ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  
aanndd  
ssttaakkeehhoollddeerr  
iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  

- 2 - 1 1 1 1 1 2 - 1 1 - - - 1 - - 

cc))  LLaacckk  ooff  
mmaaiinnssttrreeaammiinngg  
aanndd  
iinntteeggrraattiioonn  ooff  
bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  
iissssuueess  iinnttoo  
ootthheerr  sseeccttoorrss  

2 
2-
3 

2 2 
2-
3 

1 - 2 2 1 1 2   2 1  1 

dd))  LLaacckk  ooff  
pprreeccaauuttiioonnaarryy  
aanndd  pprrooaaccttiivvee  
mmeeaassuurreess  

1-
2 2 

1-
2 

2-
3 

2-
3 1  

1-
2 2 1 

1-
2 3   1 1  2 

ee))  IInnaaddeeqquuaattee  
ccaappaacciittyy  ttoo  
aacctt,,  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  
wweeaakknneessss  

2 2 1 2 2 1  1 2 0 2 2   2 1  2 

ff))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ttrraannssffeerr  ooff  
tteecchhnnoollooggyy  
aanndd  eexxppeerrttiissee  

0 0 1 1  -  0 1 0 0 1   0 -  - 

gg))  LLoossss  ooff  
ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  

0 0 0 0 0 -  0 0 0 0 0   0 1  - 

hh))  LLaacckk  ooff  
aaddeeqquuaattee  
sscciieennttiiffiicc  
rreesseeaarrcchh  
ccaappaacciittiieess  ttoo  
ssuuppppoorrtt  aallll  tthhee  
oobbjjeeccttiivveess  

0 1 0 1 0 0  0  0 0 0   0 1  - 

ii))  LLaacckk  ooff  
aacccceessssiibbllee  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

0 2 0 1 1 -  2 2 0 2 
1-
2 

  2 1  
2-
3 

jj))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ppuubblliicc  

1 2 1 2 1 1  2 1 0 - 1   1 0  - 
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eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  
aawwaarreenneessss  aatt  
aallll  lleevveellss  

kk))  EExxiissttiinngg  
sscciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  
ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  nnoott  
ffuullllyy  uuttiilliizzeedd  

0 2-
3 

0 2 1 1  2 2 0 2 0   0 1  2 

ll))  LLoossss  ooff  
bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  
aanndd  tthhee  
ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  
ggooooddss  aanndd  
sseerrvviicceess  iitt  
pprroovviiddeess  nnoott  
pprrooppeerrllyy  
uunnddeerrssttoooodd  
aanndd  
ddooccuummeenntteedd  

1 2 1 
2-
(3
) 

2 1  2 2 1 
1-
2 

2-
3   

1-
2 2  2 

mm))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ffiinnaanncciiaall,,  
hhuummaann,,  
tteecchhnniiccaall  
rreessoouurrcceess  

2 2 2 3 2 1  
1-
2 

1-
2 

2 2 
2-
3 

  3 2  - 

nn))  LLaacckk  ooff  
eeccoonnoommiicc  
iinncceennttiivvee  
mmeeaassuurreess  

0 1 0 
1-
2 

1-
2 

-  
2-
3 

- - 0 
1-
2 

  0 0  - 

oo))  LLaacckk  ooff  
bbeenneeffiitt--sshhaarriinngg  

0 0 0 1 0 0  0 
1-
2 0 0 0   0 1  0 

pp))  LLaacckk  ooff  
ssyynneerrggiieess  aatt  
nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd  
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
lleevveellss  

1-
2 

2-
3 

0 2 1 1  2 2 0 0 1   1 1  1 

qq))  LLaacckk  ooff  
hhoorriizzoonnttaall  
ccooooppeerraattiioonn  
aammoonngg  
ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  

0 1 0 
1-
2 

1 0  1 1 1 
1-
2 

1   1 0  1 

rr))  LLaacckk  ooff  
eeffffeeccttiivvee  
ppaarrttnneerrsshhiippss  

1-
2 

2 1 
2-
3 

1 0  1 1 1 0 1   0 0  
1-
2 

ss))  LLaacckk  ooff  
eennggaaggeemmeenntt  ooff  
sscciieennttiiffiicc  
ccoommmmuunniittyy  

0 1 0 1 0 0  0  0 0 0   1 1  0 

tt))  LLaacckk  ooff  
aapppprroopprriiaattee  
ppoolliicciieess  aanndd  
llaawwss  

0 2 2 2 
2-
3 1  2 

2-
3 0 2 3   2 2  

2-
3 

uu))  PPoovveerrttyy  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

vv))  PPooppuullaattiioonn  
pprreessssuurree  0 2 0 1 0 1  1 1 0 

1-
2 

0   1 2  
(1
) 
-2 

ww))  UUnnssuussttaaiinnaa
bbllee  
ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  
aanndd  pprroodduuccttiioonn  
ppaatttteerrnnss  

0 2 1 2 1 -  - 1 0 
1-
2 1   1 0  

1-
2 

xx))  LLaacckk  ooff  0 0 0 1 0 0  1- 0 0 2 1   0 0  0 
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ccaappaacciittiieess  ffoorr  
llooccaall  
ccoommmmuunniittiieess  

2 

yy))  LLaacckk  ooff  
kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  
pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  
eeccoossyysstteemm--
bbaasseedd  
aapppprrooaacchheess  ttoo  
mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

1 
2-
3 

1 2 
1-
2 

1  
1-
(2
) 

0 
1-
2 

1 1   1 1  1 

zz))  WWeeaakk  llaaww  
eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  
ccaappaacciittyy    

0 2 1 2 
2-
3 -  2 1 0 0 1   0 0  - 

aaaa))  NNaattuurraall  
ddiissaasstteerrss  aanndd  
eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  
cchhaannggee    

0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 

bbbb))  OOtthheerrss  
((pplleeaassee  
ssppeecciiffyy))  

0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 

 
22001100  TTaarrggeett    

 
The Conference of the Parties, in decision VII/30, annex II, decided to establish a 
provisional framework for goals and targets in order to clarify the 2010 global target 
adopted by decision VI/26, help assess the progress towards the target, and promote 
coherence among the programmes of work of the Convention.  Parties and Governments are 
invited to develop their own targets with this flexible framework.  Please provide relevant 
information by responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables. 
 

Box III.  

Goal 1 Promote the conservation of the biological diversity of ecosystems, 
habitats and biomes. 

Target 1.1 At least ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions 
effectively conserved 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural     X  

b) Inland water     X  

c) Marine and coastal     X   
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d) Dry and sub humid land     -  

e) Forest     -    

f) Mountain     X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No                X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

In the marine field a number of ecological regions are conserved - spawning ground, nursery areas 
etc. In some areas there are all year restrictions in trawl types, grid size etc., other areas are 
temporary closures  

Less that 1% of the terrestrial area is conserved. There is no follow up and only little law 
enforcement in relation to the conserved areas. The conservation is not made due to 
conservation of specific habitats or species.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

No indicators used 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A need for better understanding and documentation, political support, more resources, a better 
management of the work within the Convention, better guidelines and control, especially within 
the terrestrial field.  

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box IV.  

Target 1.2 Areas of particular importance to biodiversity protected 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

No targets have been established in spite the fact that the global target above has been reached in 
the marine field. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X   

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

The most important marine areas are protected. Protection of coral areas is new. Possibly protection 
of coral areas will be increased because of different awareness of the ecological significance of 
these areas especially for smaller fish.  

Generally very little attention has been paid to threatened terrestrial species, and only little attention 
has been paid to species, habitats or ecosystems in the terrestrial protected areas. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

No indicators used 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 
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A need for political support, more resources, a better management of the work with the Convention, 
better guidelines and control.  

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box V.  

Goal 2 Promote the conservation of species diversity 

Target 2.1 Restore, maintain, or reduce the decline of populations of species of 
selected taxonomic groups 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No  

b) Yes, the same as the global target X  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Only in the marine field. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural X  Financial support to the protection of original breed of
domestic animals. 

b) Inland water  X   

c) Marine and coastal X  Protection of ecosystems and ecomomically interesting
fish species.  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  x  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Generally very few plans, programmes and strategies are elaborated and written down. Despite of 
this excessive protection of marine biodiversity is in place. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

Ongoing monitoring and “Ad hoc” arrangements are made to secure populations or species if declines 
of notable size are registered. There is special attention on birds, fish species, corals and whales 
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and a little attention on major domestic animals. No attention is paid to declines in the flora. 

National protection of bird species and whales through Acts of Parliament. The marine fish stocks are 
protected through the fisheries management system. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

In the marine field no specific indicators are chosen. Instead marine samples are taken from a 
number of specific marine stations. Relevant information about all biological components in the 
sample is registered. A programme with ongoing monitoring on around 20 fish species exists. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

More resources needed 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

Box VI.  

Target 2.2 Status of threatened species improved 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  x   

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  
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Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

No specific work is done in relation to most marine species. However all whales are fully preserved 
through legislative regulation, with the exception of the Pilot Whale (Globicephala melas),  
Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus), White-Beaked Dolphin (Lagenorhynchus albirostris), 
White-Sided Dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus), and the Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), 
which are hunted in a traditional drive fishery year round.  

In the terrestrial field red lists are elaborated for birds and vascular plants. Birds are fully protected 
through an act of parliament, apart from around 10 species, that can be hunted a few months of 
the year. Status has been improved for more species, e.g. the Razorbill (Alca torda), Guillemot 
(Uria aalge), Gannet (Sula bassana), and Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) because of improved 
protection in the 1970. A status was made concerning the terrestrial bird species in 1981. No 
specific actions are taken in relation to protection of plant species. 

There’s probably a slight decline in the size of the populations of threatened agricultural species. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

The Gannet and kittiwake is counted every 5th year and the guillemot every year on one elected 
locality to follow the trends in the populations. The gannet is increasing and the two other 
mentioned declining. All other populations are followed occasionally.  

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A need for better understanding and documentation, more political support, more resources and 
monitoring, use of indicators.  

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box VII.  

Goal 3 Promote the conservation of genetic diversity 

Target 3.1 
Genetic diversity of crops, livestock, and of harvested species of trees, 
fish and wildlife and other valuable species conserved, and associated 
indigenous and local knowledge maintained 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  
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b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

There is awareness of the need for conservation of genetic diversity in the marine field, but no 
specific actions are taken. The awareness is especially concentrated on unintentional leaks from 
fish farms that eventually will disturb the genetic diversity of original salmon stocks in Faroese 
and international territory.  

The populations of the indigenous horses and sheep’s are conserved, but populations of other old 
indigenous domestic animals are going down. Local knowledge is partly maintained concerning 
sheep’s.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

Genetic tests of a few valuable species are made – some major domestic animals and the fish farmed 
species - but no indicators are selected.  

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A lack of resources. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

Box VIII.  

Goal 4 Promote sustainable use and consumption. 

Target 4.1 
Biodiversity-based products derived from sources that are 
sustainably managed, and production areas managed consistent with 
the conservation of biodiversity 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No  

b) Yes, the same as the global target x 



 17

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

In the marine field only. 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  x  

b) Inland water  x  

c) Marine and coastal  x   

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes x 

Please provide details below. 

There are no written strategies as such, but the superior target within the marine field is important to 
secure the marine ecosystems and sustainable use of the marine resources. Broad conservation 
of biodiversity is not the basis for the protection. The sustainable use strategy is build into the  
legislation in the marine sector.  

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

Concern has been given to sustainable management of the marine biodiversity for some decades 
now, but primarily for key species and major groups of economically interesting species.  

The main part of the terrestrial land is used as grass land, and a smaller part of this grass land is 
managed in a sustainable way. Little priority is given to agricultural policy and to sustainable use 
of terrestrial areas.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

none  

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

In the terrestrial field loss of biodiversity is not properly documented. This makes it difficult to 
transfer money to sustainable use of these areas. There’s a lack of education and knowledge 
about biodiversity within agriculture. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box IX.  

Target 4.2 Unsustainable consumption, of biological resources, or that impacts 
upon biodiversity, reduced 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  x  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal x  
The national target is to ensure a sustainable use and

consumption of the marine biological resources 

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Se III)  for target 4.1. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

In the late 1970ies and 1980ies a national management system concerning the use of marine 
resources was introduced. The purpose was to hinder unsustainable use and consumption. The 
legislative ban on discarding of fish and the system with fishing days prevents to some extend 
bycatch of the commercial fish species. The quota is not given in tonnes but as fishing days for 
various groups of vessels, which hinders the discard of the small less valuable fish. Marine 
monitoring at all trophic levels is the basis for the reduction of unsustainable consumption. No 
overview exists on actual reduction.  

Concerning them marine mammals, the Scientific Commission under NAMMCO (started in 1992) has 
confirmed that the Faroese drive fishery takes from sustainable populations.  
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V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

None  

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

There’s a lack of documentation of the problem in the terrestrial field and a need for more education, 
knowledge, awareness and more public participation. Evaluation of and a consensus of to what 
purpose different terrestric areas better should be used in the future, would be a step in the 
right direction.  

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box X.  

Target 4.3 No species of wild flora or fauna endangered by international trade 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Except from the field of fisheries, international trade is very little and no indigenous species are 
endangered by international trade. The Faroe Islands are 3rd country concerning CITES and an export 
permission is given for all export of marine mammals and some other animals, either to consume at 
scientific purposes.  

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  
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c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box XI.  

Goal 5 
Pressures from habitat loss, land use change and degradation, and 
unsustainable water use, reduced. 

Target 5.1 Rate of loss and degradation of natural habitats decreased 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  x  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  
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c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

The degradation and rate of loss of the marine coral areas has decreased because of area protection.   

Nothing is done to reduce the rate of degradation of terrestrial land. This because of a lack of 
documentation of the loss and degratation problems, e.g. nutritional pollution and soil erosion.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

No indicators selected, but ongoing extended marine monitoring is carried out. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A lack of resources in the terrestrial field. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

Box XII.  

Goal 6 Control threats from invasive alien species. 

Target 6.1 Pathways for major potential alien invasive species controlled  

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 
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a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

The Faroe Islands has very little or no control with alien species. A programme to keep down the 
number of brown and black rats (Rattus norvegica and R. rattus) is put in place, but pathways to 
uninfected islands are not controlled. In addition rules is laid down about disinfection of fishing 
gear from abroad and some control is conducted on wooden package. The Faroe Islands has 
statutory vetenary rules on import of domestic animals. Within the last 5-10 years is has been 
easier to import new species of domestic animals and pets. Apart from this no general control is 
conducted. New species of pest animals appear regularly.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

None 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A lack of resources. A need for more awareness, sector integration and education especially within 
agriculture. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box XIII.  

Target 6.2 Management plans in place for major alien species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats or species 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  
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d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

No management plans are made to avoid or reduce major alien species that threaten ecosystems, 
habitats or species.    

The Faroe Islands has various legislation on control of plant deceases but there is no actual border 
control or other kinds of control. Nor is there any evaluation of what damage they could cause.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

None 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A need for resources 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box XIV.  

Goal 7 Address challenges to biodiversity from climate change, and pollution. 

Target 7.1 Maintain and enhance resilience of the components of biodiversity to 
adapt to climate change 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 
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a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

Monitoring programmes are conducted to measure potential effects on flora and fauna due to 
changes in temperature. The main aim of the terrestrial programme is to assess the effect of 
climate change on indicator species. The main aim of the marine programme is not to register 
climate changes, but climate changes and their impact will be discovered.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

The response of species is tested against temperature. In the marine field no test is conducted – only 
monitoring of various parameters. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

Box XV.  

Target 7.2 Reduce pollution and its impacts on biodiversity 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No  

b) Yes, the same as the global target x 

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Act on Environmental Protection  

Act on Marine Environmental Protection 
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II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Incorporated into various legislation. 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

The Faroe Islands is aware of the threat coming from pollution especially at sea. Through various 
acts of parliament – mainly the Act on Environmental Protection and the Act on Marine 
Environmental Protection the aim is to minimize the pollution. A specific national target is to 
minimize the pollution through the requirement of environmental approval of all companies and 
enterprises and all oil-industry at sea. No other precise targets are defined. The Faroe Islands 
has no heavy industry, apart from the shipyard and garages.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

Content of different polluting substances as heavy metals, organic material, pesticides, dioxin etc. is 
monitored. Measuring is carried out in different substances such as air, water, soil, plant material and 
meat from domestic animals.  

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A main challenge is to prepare an instrument for active planning which makes it possible to protect 
the nature resources.  

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 
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Box XVI.  

Goal 8 Maintain capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services and 
support livelihoods. 

Target 8.1 Capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services maintained 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No  

b) Yes, the same as the global target X  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

The target is the basis foundation for fisheries  

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X   

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  x    

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Generally no written strategies, plans and programmes are available, even though some strategies 
are in place. 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

Capacity of the marine ecosystems to deliver goods and services is considered to be fairly 
maintained. Much effort is put into research in ecosystems and sustainable use and into the 
ecosystem-approach in the marine field. A management system to keep up the capacity of the 
marine ecosystem is established, se box II. The basis for the system is an extended marine 
monitoring system. 

 

Nothing or little is done to secure the capacity of terrestrial ecosystems. The biological resources are 
presumably predominantly maintained in most areas, but especially in the terrestrial field too little 
investigation is carried out to get an adequate picture of the present situation. Generally there’s a 
tendency towards over grazing. The problems related to over grazing are not severe at the moment, 
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but there’s a lack of knowledge and documentation of land degradation and changes in the capacity 
of terrestrial ecosystems. No national decisions are taken on future research and future development 
in the terrestrial/agricultural field.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

The size of a larger range of parameters in the marine ecosystem is monitored.  

No indicators are selected in the terrestrial field.  

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

A lack of resources, predominantly in the terrestrial field. There’s a need to monitor and get a better 
understanding of soil erosion and other problems related to sheep grazing.   

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

Box XVII.  

Target 8.2 Biological resources that support sustainable livelihoods, local food 
security and health care, especially of poor people maintained 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Not relevant because of the socio-economic situation on the Faroes 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural    

b) Inland water    

c) Marine and coastal    

d) Dry and subhumid land    

e) Forest    

f) Mountain    

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  



 28

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

Box XVIII.  

Goal 9 Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigenous and local communities. 

Target 9.1 Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and practices 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No  

b) Yes, the same as the global target x 

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

No communities on the Faroe Islands can be described as indigenous or can be distinct from the rest 
of the community. The Faroese society has however, seen in relation to Denmark, a number of 
different socio cultural traditions concerning whaling, bird catch, fishing methods, and partly sheep-
breed. The traditional knowledge and practices are maintained because of national and local interest.   

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  
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b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes X 

Please provide details below. 

Has been incorporated into relevant legislation. 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

Traditional ways to catch birds are maintained.  

The traditional whaling method is also maintained, and more animal protective whaling gear is 
developed. Whaling methods are also considered under IWC and NAMMCO, se under art. 5- 
Cooperation. The rest of a flock of Pilot whales are driven ashore if the number of whales 
catched in the same whaling bay has been more than sufficient.  

Joint grazing is an example of a traditional practice within sheep breed, but this and other traditions 
within sheep breed is used less today than before.  

Fishing with hook is considered to be more used on the Faroe Islands than in many other western 
countries.  

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

No 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

Box XIX.  

Target 9.2 
Protect the rights of indigenous and local communities over their 
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, including their 
rights to benefit sharing 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No  

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X 

Please provide details below. 

Se target 9.1. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  
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e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

Has been incorporated into relevant legislation 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

An example of rights to benefit sharing is the traditional non commercial share of pilot whale catch, 
that ensures all in the community a share of the catch.  

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

Box XX.  

Goal 10 Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the 
use of genetic resources. 

Target 10.1 
All transfers of genetic resources are in line with the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture and other applicable agreements 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

The Faroe Islands has signed the Bonn Convention. The transfer is presumably in accordance with 
the Bonn Convention and the upper mentioned agreements, but no specific check-ups are made 
on this. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  
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c) Marine and coastal  x  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

All wild genetic resources are basically freely availably with owner’s approval. 

 

 
Box XXI.  

Target 10.2 Benefits arising from the commercial and other utilization of genetic 
resources shared with the countries providing such resources 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

Se target 10.1.  

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural    

b) Inland water    



 32

c) Marine and coastal    

d) Dry and subhumid land    

e) Forest    

f) Mountain    

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

The Faroe Islands has acceded to the Bonn Convention but has not acceded to the underlying 
accords. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box XXII.  

Goal 11 Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and 
technological capacity to implement the Convention. 

Target 11.1 
New and additional financial resources are transferred to developing 
country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their 
commitments under the Convention, in accordance with Article 20 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 
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a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

No financial resources are transferred to developing country Parties from the Faroe Islands. Nor are 
there any plans to realize transfer. 

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

Limited resources 

 

VII) lease provide any other relevant information. 

 

 
Box XXIII.  

Target 11.2 
Technology is transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for 
the effective implementation of their commitments under the 
Convention, in accordance with its Article 20, paragraph 4 

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, the same as the global target  

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established  

Please provide details below. 

 

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been 
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established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es). 

Programme of work Yes No Details 

a) Agricultural  X  

b) Inland water  X  

c) Marine and coastal  X  

d) Dry and subhumid land  -  

e) Forest  -  

f) Mountain  X  

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies? 

a) No  

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan  

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes  

Please provide details below. 

 

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target. 

Currently there is no transfer of technology to the developing countries and no plans either.  

 

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target. 

 

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target. 

 

VII) Please provide any other relevant information. 

 

 

  

GGlloobbaall  SSttrraatteeggyy  ffoorr  PPllaanntt  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  ((GGSSPPCC))  

  
The Conference of the Parties, in decision VI/9, annex, adopted the Global Strategy for 
Plant Conservation.  Parties and Governments are invited to develop their own targets with 
this flexible framework.  The Conference of the Parties considered the Strategy as a pilot 
approach for the use of outcome oriented targets under the Convention.  In decision 
VII/10, the Conference of the Parties decided to integrate the targets into the reporting 
framework for the Third National Reports.  Please provide relevant information by 
responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables.  
  
Box XXIV.  
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Target 1. A widely accessible working list of known plant species, as a step towards a 
complete world flora. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

All identified species are registered in a local database on the Faroese Museum of Natural History. 
Later on data will be registered in a Geographical Information System (GIS), so maps will be 
available. The Faroe Island is participating in the collaboration in connection with Flora Nordica 
funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers.  
A plant list of vascular plants is available in Faroese, Danish and English, but yet a description of 
habitats, distribution etc. is incomplete. The list is available on the homepage of The Faroese 
Museum of Natural History (www.ngs.fo). Running plant monitoring is a part of a working 
programme for The Faroese Museum of Natural History.  

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

It is a priority to proceed with the work.  

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

No indicators used 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Financial constraints and uncertainty about the future amount available for conservation of 
biodiversity - there are no money set aside for biodiversity on the budget bill. All comes from funds.  

 

VII) Any other relevant information 

 

 

Box XXV.  

Target 2. A preliminary assessment of the conservation status of all known plant species, 
at national, regional and international levels. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  



 36

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

Red lists are collaborated on vascular plants but nationally no plant species are conserved. No 
national initiatives are made to conserve plant species, but there is awareness of this need.   

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

None at the moment, but the need for conservation of threatened species might be considered in 
combination with the revision of the nature conservation act. 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Financial constraints and unsteadiness. A need for a broader accept and understanding of the need. 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 

 

Box XXVI.  

Target 3. Development of models with protocols for plant conservation and sustainable 
use, based on research and practical experience. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 
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Red lists are the current basis in relation to considerations about plant conservation. Research and 
practical experience is still needed to be able to work out guidelines for sustainable use. 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

Future research on agricultural impact on plant populations, especially sheep grazing that is 
widespread on the Faroe Islands.  

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Financial constraints and unsteadiness, lack of accept and understanding. 

A need for political support and understanding, more resources, better incorporation of guidelines.  

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXVII.  

Target 4.  At least ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions effectively 
conserved. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

There has been no discussion about establishing such measures. Much work has to be done to 
document the need of protection, and to point out the areas of particular importance, and 
methods to assure sustainable use. 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

A need for political support and understanding, more resources, reliable resources, a central 
administration to undertake the work on the Convention, guidelines and control.  

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXVIII.  

Target 5. Protection of fifty percent of the most important areas for plant diversity 
assured. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

A few important areas are protected. Other important non-protected areas for plant diversity are 
pointed out in status book about biodiversity on The Faros Islands, that will be given out this 
summer. Yet there are no specific plans to protect these areas.  

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Constraints of money. Moreover the construction of the administration causes uncertainty about 
who is obliged to take initiatives.  

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXIX.  

Target 6. At least thirty percent of production lands managed consistent with the 
conservation of plant diversity. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X  

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

This target is probably not fulfilled, but there is no monitoring and no indicators have been 
selected to assure that the production land is managed in accordance with the target.  

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

None. Most of the land is extensive used grass pasture, regulated by old guidelines for how 
intensively the land can be used as grass pasture. 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXX.  

Target 7. Sixty percent of the world’s threatened species conserved In-situ. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

The Faroe Islands has very few internationally threatened species. 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 

 

Box XXXI.  

Target 8. Sixty percent of threatened plant species in accessible Ex-situ collections, 
preferably in the country of origin, and 10 percent of them included in recovery and 
restoration programmes. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No x 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 
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III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

The Faroe Islands has in-situ collections of indigenous species. None are included in recovery or 
restoration programmes.   

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

Ongoing work with in-situ collection is conducted. No cooperation concerning ex-situ collection. No 
current plans about recovery or restoration programmes. 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Lack of money. Needs for a broader accept of concrete conservation actions without having full 
documentation of the threat etc.  

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXII.  

Target 9. Seventy percent of the genetic diversity of crops and other major socio-
economically valuable plant species conserved, and associated indigenous and local 
knowledge maintained. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X  

Please specify 

No indigenous socio-economically valuable plant species 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

No plants conserved yet.  

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

Red lists for vascular plants has been elaborated 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 

 

Box XXXIII.  

Target 10. Management plans in place for at least 100 major alien species that threaten 
plants, plant communities and associated habitats and ecosystems. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  
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b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

The Faroe Islands has several acts and regulations on control and prevention of infectious 
diseases, pests and noxious animals. Most of the legislation is out of date, and no control is 
conducted due to the legislation, except due to one regulation concerning control with wooden 
package.  

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

There are plans to revise the legislation on the whole area, but it is doubtful, that a full control will 
be organized. This because of a relatively small threat and a restrain of resources. For this reason 
management plans on this area will probably not be a main target.   

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Financial constraints. Lack of knowledge about the present situation and the needs. Very little 
research has yet been made on this area 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXIV.  

Target 11. No species of wild flora endangered by international trade.  

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X  

Please specify 

Not relevant 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

Not relevant.  

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXV.  

Target 12. Thirty percent of plant-based products derived from sources that are 
sustainably managed. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X  

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

Very little plant based production apart of grass pasture. Including grass pasture, the target is 
probably not fulfilled. Presumably only a smaller part of the agricultural land is sustainable managed, 
but no research or evaluation has been carried out to shows how much of the agricultural land that’s 
actually managed in a sustainable way. 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Lack of resources, knowledge and documentation in the terrestrial field. 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 

 



 47

Box XXXVI.  

Target 13. The decline of plant resources, and associated indigenous and local knowledge, 
innovations and practices that support sustainable livelihoods, local food security and 
health care, halted. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X  

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

The numbers of species used within agricultural production are very limited and the growing 
conditions are poor because of the climatic conditions etc. Most plant based food is imported. The 
number of grown species has declined as the import became easy and cheap. Other plant resources  
- as the Faroese beet - have been extinct long ago.  

There is probably a potential for growing more kinds of vegetables etc. (not indigenous).    

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Too little resources, no agricultural policy. 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXVII.  

Target 14. The importance of plant diversity and the need for its conservation incorporated 
into communication, educational and public-awareness programmes. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

The economically importance of plant diversity is almost none today. The need for conservation of 
plant diversity is not incorporated into communication, educational and public-awareness 
programmes. 

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

LLoossss  ooff  bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  tthhee  ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  ggooooddss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess  iitt  pprroovviiddeess  iiss  nnoott  pprrooppeerrllyy  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  
aanndd  ddooccuummeenntteedd 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XXXVIII.  

Target 15. The number of trained people working with appropriate facilities in plant 
conservation increased, according to national needs, to achieve the targets of this 
Strategy. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No X 

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

No plans are made to fulfill the targets of the Convention, and no decisions and estimations have 
been made concerning the national need. Only few and uncertain resources are transferred to this 
area, and at the moment a limited number of people are working with plant conservation.   

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards 
the target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Work on the Convention on biodiversity hasn’t priority, because of the size of the country and a 
political decision to transfer resources to other areas of need. 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 

 



 50

Box XXXIX.  

Target 16. Networks for plant conservation activities established or strengthened at 
national, regional and international levels. 

I) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target? 

a) Yes  

b) No  

Please specify 

 

II) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans, 
programmes and strategies? 

a) Yes  

b) No  

Please specify 

 

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target) 

The Faroe Islands is an active member of the flora group in “Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna” 
(CAFF) and are active in the “Nordic Vegetation Survey” project. 

The Faroe Islands has not been active when it comes to conservation of agricultural plants, but a few 
faroses barley species can be found in the Nordic Gene Bank. 

National introduction of “day of the flowers” and a Non Governmental Plant Association is put in 
place.   

 

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other 
steps taken with a view to achieve the target) 

 

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the 
target) 

 

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target 

Lack of resources 

 

VII) Any other relevant information 
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Box XL.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this strategy specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

a) Extended monitoring and registration, a better survey of the current situation 
and development and the elaboration of a red list. This gives better possibilities 
to document a need for conservation of land and species. 

b) A slight contribution is made through the upper mentioned targets. The 
Convention has an incentive role in the vegetation protection. 

c) Very little – no specific actions has been taken. 

d) Not yet, but the convention contributes in a positive way to the awareness of 
conserve biodiversity. 

e) No 

f) A need for more knowledge, education, understanding etc. especially within the 
agricultural sector, which is the main caretaker in this field. Also a need for 
more awareness in the society, and a constraint of resources.  

 

  

EEccoossyysstteemm  AApppprrooaacchh  

 
The ecosystem approach is a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and 
living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way. 
Application of the ecosystem approach will help to reach a balance of the three objectives 
of the Convention.  At its second meeting, the Conference of the Parties has affirmed that 
the ecosystem approach is the primary framework for action under the Convention  
(decision II/8).  The Conference of the Parties, at its fifth meeting, endorsed the 
description of the ecosystem approach and operational guidance and recommended the 
application of the principles and other guidance on the ecosystem approach.  The seventh 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed that the priority at this time should be 
facilitating implementation of the ecosystem approach.  Please provide relevant information 
by responding to the following questions. 

3. ◊ 1 Is your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the principles and 
guidance contained in the annex to decision V/6? (decision V/6) 

a) No  

b) No, but application is under consideration  

c) Yes, some aspects are being applied X  

d) Yes, substantially implemented  

 

4. ◊ Is your country developing practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for national 
policies and legislation and for implementation activities, with adaptation to local, national, and 
regional conditions? (decision V/6) 

a) No  

                                                 
1 Please note that all the questions marked with ◊ have been previously covered in the second national reports and 
some thematic reports. 
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b) No, but development is under consideration  

c) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying some 
principles of the ecosystem approach X 

d) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying most 
principles of the ecosystem approach 

 

 
5. Is your country strengthening capacities for the application of the ecosystem approach, and 
providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to apply the ecosystem approach? 
(decision V/6) 

a) No  

b) Yes, within the country x 

c) Yes, including providing support to other Parties  

 
6. ◊ Has your country promoted regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across 
national borders? (decision V/6) 

a) No  

b) Yes, informal cooperation (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, formal cooperation (please provide details below) x 

Further comments on regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across national 
borders. 

Via ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Sea). 

 

 

7. Is your country facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer 
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach? (decisions 
VI/12 and VII/11) 

a) No  

b) No, some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details 
below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer 
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach. 

Via ICES 

 

8. Is your country creating an enabling environment for the implementation of the ecosystem 
approach, including through development of appropriate institutional frameworks? (decision VII/11) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant policies and programmes are under development X 

c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) 
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d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on the creation of an enabling environment for the implementation of the 
ecosystem approach. 

Within the marine area much attention is given to the ecosystem approach, constitutes the basis for 
most of the work within this area. The ICES-system, that The Faroe Islands is a part of, should adapt 
to the EU-requirements that uses the ecosystem-approach. Within ICES joint administration, joint 
consultancy and joint meetings discusses the possibilities in the ecosystem approach and undertakes 
the area of sustainable livelihood. It is clear that it won’t do to estimate on species level, and the 
Faroes are very actively engaged in the development of the ecosystem-approach.  

  

CC..  AARRTTIICCLLEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN  
 

AArrttiiccllee  55  ––  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  

9. ◊ Is your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national 
jurisdiction for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) Yes, bilateral cooperation (please give details below) X 

c) Yes, multilateral cooperation (please give details below) X 

d) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation (please give details 
below) 

X 

e) Yes, other forms of cooperation (please give details below)  

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction 
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

 
The North Atlantic region is fortunate in having a broad network of bilateral and multilateral 
agreements as well as regional bodies for international cooperation on the conservation and 
management of living marine resources and the protection of the marine environment. A full 
overview over international cooperation can be found on www.fishin.fo. Short it can be mentioned 
that The Faroe Islands is active in the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES). 
Further The Faroe Island has affiliated to organizations as North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
(NEAFC) and North-West Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) that controlles the fishery 
internationally, and is also a member of The North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO) 
the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation 
Organization (NASCO). The Faroe Island has also signed the UN-agreement from 10. December 1982 
on protection of and control with the migratory fish stocks.  

 

Most of the cooperation within the marine biodiversity has been with researchers in the Nordic 
countries, especially Norway and Scotland, but there is also collaboration with researchers from the 
EU-countries. The cooperation has primarily been funded through the Nordic countries and through 
research funds in Europe, and the possibility to get access to foreign resources and funds has 
facilitated the cooperation. Besides cooperation has been carried out under the Nordic Council of 
Ministers and through arctic cooperation.  

 

In the terrestrial field The Faroe island is a member of the CAFF-agreement (Conservation of Arctic 
Flora and Fauna) and participate in the flora group and the sea bird group. The Faroe Islands has 
only participated to some extend due to limited resources. 
  

The Faroe Islands is an active part in the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) 
concerning human health and conditions of the arctic ecosystems. The programme is attached to the 
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Arctic Council.  

 

Moreover The Faroe Islands has attended some conventions concerning biodiversity (the Bonn 
Convention and the RAMSAR), marine environment (OSPAR Convention) and air pollution (The 
Convention on protection of the ozone-layer- Wienna 1975).   

 

  

10. Is your country working with other Parties to develop regional, subregional or bioregional 
mechanisms and networks to support implementation of the Convention? (decision VI/27 A) 

a) No  

b) No, but consultations are under way   

c) Yes, some mechanisms and networks have been established (please 
provide details below) 

x 

d) Yes, existing mechanisms have been strengthened (please provide 
details below)  

Further comments on development of regional, subregional or bioregional mechanisms and networks 
to support implementation of the Convention. 

Through the Nordic Council of Ministers. 

 

  

11. Is your country taking steps to harmonize national policies and programmes, with a view to 
optimizing policy coherence, synergies and efficiency in the implementation of various multilateral 
environment agreements (MEAs) and relevant regional initiatives at the national level? (decision 
VI/20) 

a) No X 

b) No, but steps are under consideration  

c) Yes, some steps are being taken (please specify below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive steps are being taken (please specify below)  

Further comments on the harmonization of policies and programmes at the national level. 

There is awareness of the need of implementing the MEA´s in the legislation. The number of policies 
and programmes is very limited, and no specific decisions are taken to extend the area.  

,  

 

 

Box XLI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this strategy specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Cooperation with other parties has led to a greater knowledge about the marine ecosystems and better 
protection of the marine biodiversity. A greater contribution in the marine area – the collaboration 
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ensures the preparation of strategies and sectoral integration. In the terrestrial and the marine field 
the cooperation has led to an improved capacity to implement the Convention. Ongoing work is done 
to reduce the negative impacts on biodiversity at sea.  

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  66  --  GGeenneerraall  mmeeaassuurreess  ffoorr  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  aanndd  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  uussee  

12. Has your country put in place effective national strategies, plans and programmes to provide a 
national framework for implementing the three objectives of the Convention? (Goal 3.1 of the 
Strategic Plan) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant strategies, plans and programmes are under 
 development 

 

c) Yes, some strategies, plans and programmes are in place (please 
provide details below) 

X 

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, plans and programmes are in place 
(please provide details below)  

Further comments on the strategies, plans and programmes for implementing the three objectives of 
the Convention. 

In the marine field a national strategy is drawn up – but no written strategy is available. Long cited 
action plans or programmes aren’t considered, neither in the marine nor in the terrestrial area.  

 

  

13. ◊ Has your country set measurable targets within its national strategies and action plans? 
(decisions II/7 and III/9)  

a) No X 

b) No, measurable targets are still in early stages of development   

c) No, but measurable targets are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, relevant targets are in place (please provide details below)  

e) Yes, reports on implementation of relevant targets available (please 
provide details below) 

 

Further comments on targets set within national biodiversity strategies and action plans. 

 

  

14. Has your country identified priority actions in its national biodiversity strategy and action plan? 
(decision VI/27 A) 

a) No  

b) No, but priority actions are being identified  

c) Yes, priority actions identified (please provide details below) X 

Further comments on priority actions identified in the national biodiversity strategy and action plan. 

No written action plan, but the specific priority actions in the marine field is identified as protection of 
areas and sustainable exploitation.  
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15. Has your country integrated the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as 
benefit sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision 
VI/27 A) 

a) No  

b) Yes, in some sectors (please provide details below) X 

c) Yes, in major sectors (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, in all sectors (please provide details below)  

Further information on integration of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and 
benefit-sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies. 

The Faroe Islands has to a certain extend integrated the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity into the policies for fisheries. The sustainability target is also the basis foundation for the 
fish farming sector.   

 

 
16. Are migratory species and their habitats addressed by your country’s national biodiversity 
strategy or action plan (NBSAP)? (decision VI/20) 

a) Yes  

b) No  X   

I) If YES, please briefly describe the extent to which it addresses 

(a) Conservation, sustainable use and/or 
restoration of migratory species  

(b) Conservation, sustainable use and/or 
restoration of migratory species’ 
habitats, including protected areas 

 

(c) Minimizing or eliminating barriers or 
obstacles to migration  

(d) Research and monitoring for migratory 
species  

(e) Transboundary movement  

II) If NO, please briefly indicate below 

(a) The extent to which your country 
addresses migratory species at 
national level 

Conservation at species level of waterfowls and 
whales. Only very little terrestrial area 
conservation. The Faroes is working towards 
sustainable use and restoration of migratory fish 
species - and conducts research on and monitoring 
of migratory species. 

(b) Cooperation with other Range States 
since 2000 

Yes – concerning fish species and whales. 
Cooperation is mainly with the EC-countries, 
Norway and Iceland. FMR, 

  

BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee  

17. Has your country implemented projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that 
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use? (decision VII/15) 
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a) No X 

b) No, but some projects or programs are under development  

c) Yes, some projects have been implemented (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that 
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use. 

Among others The Faroe Islands participate in the marine action programmes ”Vest Nordic Ocean 
Climate Research Program 2000-2005”  and “Nordic WOCE” under The Nordic Council. The 
programmes are mainly on mapping and modeling. In addition, Faroese experts have contributed to 
a major new international assessment of the effects of climate change in the Arctic – the Arctic 
Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA).  

 

Discussions about whether the Faroe Islands should sign up the Kyoto-agreement have gained much 
attention lately. The Faroe Island hasn’t set up future targets for reduction in outlet of greenhouse 
gases. Politics on energy are being prepared parallel to intense discussions about how to reduce the 
outlet of pollutive gases.  

 

The Faroese Museum of Natural History is conduction a project about potential effect of climate 
change on plant species in the Faroe Islands.  

 

 

18. Has your country facilitated coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and 
adaptation projects are in line with commitments made under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification? 
(decision VII/15) 

a) No X  

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, relevant mechanisms are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and adaptation 
projects are in line with commitments made under the UNFCCC and the UNCCD. 

 

 

Box XLII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

The integration of sustainable use into the sector of fisheries is a goal that is fulfilled to a greater 
extend to ensure the basis for fisheries in the future. No specific outcome in the terrestrial field. A little 
more attention is paid to biodiversity today. Some contribution to the achievement towards the 2010 
target and of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention in the marine field - but strategies are 
not incorporated in action plans. Small steps have been taken within the agricultural field, such as a 
small programme on domestic animals and the appointment of the Faroese gene resource committee. 
Constraints are mainly found in the terrestrial field and mainly concerning a need for better 



 58

understanding and documentation, limited resources and political support, and institutional weakness 
in the terrestrial field. 

 

 

  
AArrttiiccllee  77  --  IIddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  mmoonniittoorriinngg  

19. ◊ On Article 7(a), does your country have an ongoing programme to identify components of 
biological diversity at the genetic, species, ecosystem level? 

a) No   

b) Yes, selected/partial programmes at the genetic, species and/or 
ecosystem level only (please specify and provide details below) 

X 

c) Yes, complete programmes at ecosystem level and selected/partial 
inventories at the genetic and/or species level (please specify and 
provide details below)  

X 

Further comments on ongoing programmes to identify components of biodiversity at the genetic, 
species and ecosystem level. 

Ongoing programmes on species and ecosystem level in the marine area are in place.  

No terrestrial or agricultural programme has been made.  

 

 
20. ◊ On Article 7(b), which components of biological diversity identified in accordance with Annex I 
of the Convention, have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes?  

a) at ecosystem level (please provide percentage based on area 
covered) 

X  

b) at species level (please provide number of species per taxonomic 
group and percentage of total known number of species in each 
group)  

X  

c) at genetic level (please indicate number and focus of monitoring 
programmes )  

Further comments on ongoing monitoring programmes at the genetic, species and ecosystem level. 

a)  In the marine monitoring programme all catches from stationary stations are measured and 
registered. Ongoing monitoring of the relative quantity of the catch. Ongoing programs on mountain 
vegetation and heather vegetation.  

 

b) At species level around 200 species are identified. Proper stock assessment  - according to the 
ICES-system - is made on 6 fish species.  

 

20 whale species, which is approximately 22% of the globally known number of species, and seven 
seal and walrus species.  

 

308 bird species have been recorded, of which 50 are regularly breeders. 

 

 
21. ◊ On Article 7(c), does your country have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes on any 
of the following key threats to biodiversity? 
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a) No  

b) Yes, invasive alien species (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, climate change (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, pollution/eutrophication (please provide details below) X  

e) Yes, land use change/land degradation (please provide details below)  

f) Yes, overexploitation or unsustainable use (please provide details 
below) (X) 

Further comments on monitoring programmes on key threats to biodiversity. 

Threats well known in some areas, not in others.  

 

c) The Faroese University and The Danish Environment Agency (DMU) have conducted some 
monitoring of pollutive substances in the air. This is partly done on project basis. No national 
programmes exist.   

Continuous marine temperature and current measurements are carried out.  

Terrestrial programmes – the International Tundra EXperiment (ITEX) and a national programme on 
vegetational response to summarized climate changes- are also carried out. 

d) Programmes on waste, fish farming polluters and programmes in relation to the OSPAR 
Convention are in place. Another programme in place is the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme (AMAP). Figures from these programmes are registered in databases.  

 

f) Stock assessment and systematic monitoring of the fish stocks to assess a possible 
overexploitation. 

 

  

22. ◊ On Article 7 (d), does your country have a mechanism to maintain and organize data derived 
from inventories and monitoring programmes and coordinate information collection and management 
at the national level? 

a) No  

b) No, but some mechanisms or systems are being considered   

c) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are being established   

d) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

e) Yes, a relatively complete system is in place (please provide details 
below) 

X 

Further information on the coordination of data and information collection and management. 

All data from marine monitoring are organized in an oracle database at the Fisheries Research 
Laboratory. Data on all identified terrestrial species are organized in a local database on the Faroese 
Museum of Natural History. 

  

  

23. ◊ Does your country use indicators for national-level monitoring of biodiversity? (decision 
III/10) 

a) No  
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b) No, but identification of potential indicators is under way (please 
describe) X 

c) Yes, some indicators identified and in use (please describe and, if 
available, provide website address, where data are summarized and 
presented) 

 

d) Yes, a relatively complete set of indicators identified and in use 
(please describe and, if available, provide website address, where 
data are summarized and presented 

 

Further comments on the indicators identified and in use. 

No indicator data are public available. Modelling of the marine ecosystem and following re-
identification of indicators is under way. 

 

 

 
Box XLIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

In the last 5-10 years increasing priority has been given to identification and 
monitoring of components of biological diversity. Identification and mapping of 
terrestrial and marine species and threatened species have been emphasised. Modelling terrestrial 
ecosystem in heather vegetation using indicator species is under way. No programme has been 
prepared within the agricultural area but blod and gene testing has been carried out on the major 
domestic animal species.   
 

 

  
DDeecciissiioonnss  oonn  TTaaxxoonnoommyy  

24. ◊ Has your country developed a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision 
IV/1? (decision IV/1) 

a) No  

b) No, but a plan is under development  

c) Yes, a plan is  in place (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, reports on implementation available (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision IV/1. 

No single national database exists. Depending on the area The Faroe Islands has developed or are 
developing electronic infrastructure for the national collection. Adapted marine data are transferred 
to ICES. A number fish data are available to the public on the national homepage www.frs.fo. There 
are no plans to make more data available to the public.  
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Terrestrial data are registered in a local database at the Faroese Museum of Natural History and are 
partly shared with the Danish Biodiversity Information Facility (DanBIF).  

 

 
25. ◊ Is your country investing on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate 
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections? (decision IV/1) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) X 

Further information on investment on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate 
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections. 

Marine data are collected in a well-functioning database at the Fisheries Research Laboratory, and 
there are no plans to change this infrastructure. The long term plan is to share all terrestrial data 
with the Danish and the Global Biodiversity Informatics Facility DANBIF and GBIF.   

 

 

 
26. ◊ Does your country provide training programmes in taxonomy and work to increase its capacity 
of taxonomic research? (decision IV/1) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) X 

Further information on training programmes in taxonomy and efforts to increase the capacity of 
taxonomic research. 

Taxonomic courses are offered to students on the University.  

 

 

 
27. ◊ Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biological diversity 

inventories and taxonomic activities are financially and administratively stable? (decision IV/1) 

a) No x 

b) No, but steps are being considered  

c) Yes, for some institutions X  

d) Yes, for all major institutions.  

 

28.∗ 2 Is your country collaborating with the existing regional, sub regional and global initiatives, 
partnerships and institutions in carrying out the programme of work, including assessing regional 
taxonomic needs and identifying regional-level priorities? (decision VI/8) 

                                                 
2 The questions marked with ∗ in this section on Taxonomy are similar to some questions contained in the format 
for a report on the implementation of the programme of work on the Global Taxonomy Initiative.  Those countries 
that have submitted such a report do not need to answer these questions unless they have updated information to 
provide.  
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a) No  

b) No, but collaborative programmes are under development   

c) Yes, some collaborative programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details about collaborative programmes, including results of 
regional needs assessments) 

X  

d) Yes, comprehensive collaborative programmes are being implemented 
(please provide details about collaborative programmes, including 
results of regional needs assessment and priority identification) 

 

Further information on the collaboration your country is carrying out to implement the programme of 
work for the GTI, including regional needs assessment and priority identification. 

In the marine and the terrestrial field there is cooperation in many ways, mainly through the usual 
working partners, se question 9. 

 

  

29. ∗ Has your country made an assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities at the national level 
for the implementation of the Convention? (annex to decision VI/8) 

a) No  

b) Yes, basic assessment made (please provide below a list of needs and 
capacities identified) X 

c) Yes, thorough assessment made (please provide below a list of needs 
and capacities identified) 

 

Further comments on national assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities. 

Basic investigations to identify species are conducted.  

 

 

30. ∗ Is your country working on regional or global capacity building to support access to, and 
generation of, taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties? (annex to decision VI/8) 

a) No  

b) Yes, relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please 
provide details below) X  

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please 
provide details below) 

 

Further comments on regional or global capacity-building to support access to, and generation of, 
taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties. 

Collaboration with neighbouring countries on abundance and distribution of key species in the marine 
field, via ICES and bilateral. In the terrestrial field via DanBIF and various Nordic projects. 

 

 

31. ∗ Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the programmes of 
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work under the Convention as called upon in decision VI/8? (annex to decision VI/8)  

a) No  

b) Yes, for forest biodiversity (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, for marine and coastal biodiversity (please provide details 
below) 

X  

d) Yes, for dry and sub-humid lands (please provide details below)  

e) Yes, for inland waters biodiversity (please provide details below) X 

f) Yes, for mountain biodiversity (please provide details below) X 

g) Yes, for protected areas (please provide details below)  

h) Yes, for agricultural biodiversity (please provide details below)  

i) Yes, for island biodiversity (please provide details below) X 

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the 
programmes of work under the Convention. 

Se question 24. 

 

32. ∗ Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-cutting 
issues under the Convention as called upon in decision VI/8?  

a) No  

b) Yes, for access and benefit-sharing (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, for Article 8(j) (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, for the ecosystem approach (please provide details below) X 

e) Yes, for impact assessment, monitoring and indicators (please provide 
details below) 

 

f) Yes, for invasive alien species (please provide details below)  

g) Yes, for others (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-
cutting issues under the Convention. 

In he marine area and to some degree in the terrestrial field. 

  
AArrttiiccllee  88  --  IInn--ssiittuu  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  

[[eexxcclluuddiinngg  ppaarraaggrraapphhss  ((aa))  ttoo  ((ee)),,  ((hh))  aanndd  ((jj))]]  

33.  ◊ On Article 8(i), has your country endeavored to provide the conditions needed for 
compatibility between present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of 
its components? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are being identified  

c) Yes, some measures undertaken (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures undertaken (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to provide the conditions needed for compatibility between 
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present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components. 

Only in the marine field. Through the Faroese fisheries management system and through protection 
of some marine areas, including spawning areas and recently protected coral areas. But there is still 
a need for further development. Very little or nothing is done in the terrestrial field. 

 

 

 
34.  ◊ On Article 8(k), has your country developed or maintained the necessary legislation and/or 
other regulatory provisions for the protection of threatened species and populations? 

a) No  

b) No, but legislation is being developed  

c) Yes, legislation or other measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

X 

Further information on the legislation and/or regulations for the protection of threatened species and 
populations. 

Legislation is partly in place. Legislation it maintained for marine mammals, birds and hares – the 
last one being the only bigger terrestrial wild mammal on the islands. Birds and hares are protected 
except in the hunting season. The marine mammals are protected, except pilot whale, bottlenose, 
dolphins, white-beaked and white-sided dolphins and harbour porpoises. It is possible for the ocean 
farmers to shoot the grey seal (Halichoerus grypus).  

 

No legislation has been prepared concerning plants and domestic animals.   

 

 
35.  ◊ On Article 8(l), does your country regulate or manage processes and categories of activities 
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant processes and categories of activities being 
identified 

 

c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the regulation or management of the processes and categories of activities 
identified by Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biodiversity. 

In the marine field fish farming and fishing activities are being managed in a sustainable way.  

 

 

Box XLIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation 
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The signing of the convention itself has not contributed much to the in-situ conservation. The ongoing
development in the fisheries sector is mainly driven by a need and in the terrestrial area little priority is
still given specifically to in-situ conservation. Though the signing has maybe contributed with a bit
better capacity to implement the convention. The main constraints are in the terrestrial field and are
related to a lack of understanding and documentation, limited resources, lack of political will and
support, lack of mainstreaming, lack of appropriate policies and laws. 

 

  

PPrrooggrraammmmee  ooff  WWoorrkk  oonn  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass  ((AArrttiiccllee  88  ((aa))  ttoo  ((ee))))    

36. Has your country established suitable time bound and measurable national-level protected areas 
targets and indicators? (decision VII/28) 

a) No (please specify reasons) X 

b) No, but relevant work is under way  

c) Yes, some targets and indicators established (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive targets and indicators established (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on targets and indicators for protected areas. 

Lack of resources and political back-up, lack of knowledge and documentation about the present 
situation and needs, institutional weakness, lack of appropriate policies and legislation. 

 

  

37. Has your country taken action to establish or expand protected areas in any large or relatively 
unfragmented natural area or areas under high threat, including securing threatened species? 
(decision VII/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on actions taken to establish or expand protected areas.  

Coral areas have recently been protected. However there are no actual plans about further 
expansion. 

 

  

38. Has your country taken any action to address the under representation of marine and inland 
water ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No      x 

b) Not applicable  

c) No, but relevant actions are being considered 

d) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below) 

e) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below) 
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Further comments on actions taken to address the under representation of marine and inland water 
ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas. 

Examinations and an evaluation have been made of the “ecosystem type” of the existing protected 
inland water areas during the last five years. The Faroe Islands has protected a number of marine 
areas, but it isn’t assessed whether any of the marine ecosystems are under represented in the 
national or regional system of protected areas.  
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39. Has your country identified and implemented practical steps for improving the integration of 
protected areas into broader land and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures?  
(decision VII/28) 

a) No X  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some steps identified and implemented (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, many steps identified and implemented (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on practical steps for improving integration of protected areas into broader land 
and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures. 

 

  

40. Is your country applying environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans for 
evaluating effects on protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant EIA guidelines are under development 

c) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to some projects or plans (please 
provide details below) 

d) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to all relevant projects or plans (please 
provide details below) 

Further comments on application of environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans 
for evaluating effects on protected areas. 

 

  

41. Has your country identified legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede effective 
establishment and management of protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No        x               

b) No, but relevant work is under way 

c) Yes, some gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below)) 

d) Yes, many gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below) 

Further comments on identification of legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede 
effective establishment and management of protected areas. 
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42. Has your country undertaken national protected-area capacity needs assessments and 
established capacity building programmes? (decision VII/28) 

a) No X 

b) No, but assessments are under way  

c) Yes, a basic assessment undertaken and some programmes 
established (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, a thorough assessment undertaken and comprehensive 
programmes established (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on protected-area capacity needs assessment and establishment of capacity 
building programmes. 

 

  

43. Is your country implementing country-level sustainable financing plans that support national 
systems of protected areas? (decision VII/28) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant plan is under development  

c) Yes, relevant plan is in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, relevant plan is being implemented (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on implementation of country-level sustainable financing plans that support 
national systems of protected areas. 

 

  

44. Is your country implementing appropriate methods, standards, criteria and indicators for 
evaluating the effectiveness of protected areas management and governance? (decision VII/28) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant methods, standards, criteria and indicators are under 
development 

X 

c) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators 
developed and in use (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators 
developed and in use and some international methods, standards, 
criteria and indicators in use (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on methods, standards, criteria and indicators for evaluating the effectiveness of 
protected areas management and governance. 

Red list criteria. Currently no evaluation of the effectiveness of protected areas management is 
made. 

 

Box XLV.  
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Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Look in Box XLIV 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  88((hh))  --  AAlliieenn  ssppeecciieess  

45.  Has your country identified alien species introduced into its territory and established a system 
for tracking the introduction of alien species?  

a) No  

b) Yes, some alien species identified but a tracking system not yet 
established 

X 

c) Yes, some alien species identified and tracking system in place   

d) Yes, alien species of major concern identified and tracking system in 
place 

 

 
46.  ◊ Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the 
introduction of these alien species?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, but only for some alien species of concern (please provide details 
below)  

c) Yes, for most alien species (please provide details below)  

Further information on the assessment of the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the 
introduction of these alien species. 

Some species are identified, e.g. rats, wasps, the Iberian slug (Arion lusitanicus), the new Zealand 
flatworm (Arthiposthia triangulata), American Willowherbs (Epilobium ciliatum), Rosa rugosa and 
infectious salmon anemia (ISA-virus). Only little national research has been conducted into this area. 
A working group with members from the Museum of Natural History and Food, Veterinary and 
Environmental Agency is established to decide if new import permission of animals shall be allowed.  

 

 
47.  ◊ Has your country undertaken measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate, 
those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under consideration  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 
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Further information on the measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien 
species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species. 

Few measures are in place. Regulations are made on extermination of rats and on infectious salmon 
anemia (ISA-virus). 

 

 

  

48.  ◊ In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country developed, or involved itself in, 
mechanisms for international cooperation, including the exchange of best practices? (decision V/8) 

a) No  

b) Yes, bilateral cooperation X   

c) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation  

d) Yes, multilateral cooperation  

 
49.  ◊ Is your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical 
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species? (decision V/8) 

a) No X  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the use of the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical 
approaches in work on alien invasive species. 

 

 
50. Has your country identified national needs and priorities for the implementation of the Guiding 
Principles? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X  

b) No, but needs and priorities are being identified  

c) Yes, national needs and priorities have been identified (please provide 
below a list of needs and priorities identified) 

 

Further comments on the identification of national needs and priorities for the implementation of the 
Guiding Principles. 

 

 
51. Has your country created mechanisms to coordinate national programmes for applying the 
Guiding Principles? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X  

b) No, but mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the mechanisms created to coordinate national programmes for implementing 
the Guiding Principles. 
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52. Has your country reviewed relevant policies, legislation and institutions in the light of the Guiding 
Principles, and adjusted or developed policies, legislation and institutions? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X  

b) No, but review under way  

c) Yes, review completed and adjustment proposed (please provide 
details below)  

d) Yes, adjustment and development ongoing  

e) Yes, some adjustments and development completed (please provide 
details below)  

Further information on the review, adjustment or development of policies, legislation and institutions 
in light of the Guiding Principles. 

 

 
53. Is your country enhancing cooperation between various sectors in order to improve prevention, 
early detection, eradication and/or control of invasive alien species? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential coordination mechanisms are under consideration  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on cooperation between various sectors. 

 

 
54. Is your country collaborating with trading partners and neighboring countries to address threats 
of invasive alien species to biodiversity in ecosystems that cross international boundaries? (decision 
VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, relevant collaborative programmes are under development  

c) Yes, relevant programmes are in place (please specify below the 
measures taken for this purpose)  

Further comments on collaboration with trading partners and neighboring countries.  

 

 
55. Is your country developing capacity to use risk assessment to address threats of invasive alien 
species to biodiversity and incorporate such methodologies in environmental impact assessment 
(EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA)? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but programmes for this purpose are under development  

c) Yes, some activities for developing capacity in this field are being 
undertaken (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive activities are being undertaken (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further information on capacity development to address threats of invasive alien species. 
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56. Has your country developed financial measures and other policies and tools to promote activities 
to reduce the threats of invasive species? (decision VI/23) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant measures and policies are under development  

c) Yes, some measures, policies and tools are in place (please provide 
details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures and tools are in place (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on the development of financial measures and other policies and tools for the 
promotion of activities to reduce the threats of invasive species.  

 

 

Box XLVI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Only little outcome and still no bigger actions are taken. The Faroe Islands are participation 
in a working group NOBANIS – Nordic-Baltic Network on Invasive Species - funded by the 
Nordic Council of Ministers. The project covers marine, freshwater and terrestrial 
environments. Participation improves the level of knowledge and the possibility to get a 
better control of alien species. Yet no exact research, protection measures etc. are put in 
place. This mainly due to a lack of resources. At the moment there’s also a need for 
appropriate politics and legislation. VMR 

 

  
AArrttiiccllee  88((jj))  --  TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  pprroovviissiioonnss  

  
GGUURRTTSS  

57.  Has your country created and developed capacity-building programmes to involve and enable 
smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities, and other relevant stakeholders to effectively 
participate in decision-making processes related to genetic use restriction technologies? 

a) No X 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on capacity-building programmes to involve and enable smallholder farmers, 
indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders to effectively participate in 
decision-making processes related to GURTs. 
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Article 8(j) not considered applicable 

 

 
SSttaattuuss  aanndd  TTrreennddss  

58.  Has your country supported indigenous and local communities in undertaking field studies to 
determine the status, trends and threats related to the knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous and local communities? (decision VII/16) 

a) No x 

b) No, but support to relevant studies is being considered  

c) Yes (please provide information on the studies undertaken)  

Further information on the studies undertaken to determine the status, trends and threats related to 
the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, and priority actions 
identified. 

Not relevant 

 

  

AAkkwwéé::KKoonn  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  

59. Has your country initiated a legal and institutional review of matters related to cultural, 
environmental and social impact assessment, with a view to incorporating the Akwé:Kon Guidelines 
into national legislation, policies, and procedures? 

a) No  

b) No, but review is under way  

c) Yes, a review undertaken (please provide details on the review)   

Further information on the review.  

 

 
60. Has your country used the Akwé:Kon Guidelines in any project proposed to take place on sacred 
sites and/or land and waters traditionally occupied by indigenous and local communities? (decision 
VII/16) 

a) No  

b) No, but a review of the Akwé: Kon guidelines is under way  

c) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further information on the projects where the Akwé:Kon Guidelines are applied. 
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CCaappaacciittyy  BBuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  ooff  IInnddiiggeennoouuss  aanndd  LLooccaall  CCoommmmuunniittiieess  

61.  Has your country undertaken any measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of 
indigenous and local communities to be effectively involved in decision-making related to the use of 
their traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant to the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity? (decision V/16) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes being developed  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further information on the measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of indigenous and local 
communities. 

To some extend participation of local communities takes place in Agenda 21 groups. 

 
62.  Has your country developed appropriate mechanisms, guidelines, legislation or other initiatives 
to foster and promote the effective participation of indigenous and local communities in decision 
making, policy planning and development and implementation of the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity at international, regional, sub regional, national and local levels? (decision V/16) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are under 
development 

 

c) Yes, some mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are in place (please 
provide details below)  

Further information on the mechanisms, guidelines and legislation developed.  

 

 
63. Has your country developed mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of 
indigenous and local communities with specific provisions for the full, active and effective 
participation of women in all elements of the programme of work? (decision V/16, annex) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are being developed  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of women of 
indigenous and local communities in all elements of the programme of work. 
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SSuuppppoorrtt  ttoo  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  

64. Has your country established national, sub regional and/or regional indigenous and local 
community biodiversity advisory committees? 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant work is under way  

c) Yes  

 
65. Has your country assisted indigenous and local community organizations to hold regional 
meetings to discuss the outcomes of the decisions of the Conference of the Parties and to prepare for 
meetings under the Convention? 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details about the outcome of meetings)  

Further information on the outcome of regional meetings.  

 

 
66.  Has your country supported, financially and otherwise, indigenous and local communities in 
formulating their own community development and biodiversity conservation plans that will enable 
such communities to adopt a culturally appropriate strategic, integrated and phased approach to 
their development needs in line with community goals and objectives? 

a) No X 

b) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further information on the support provided. 

 

 

Box XLVII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AArrttiiccllee  99  --  EExx--ssiittuu  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  

67.  ◊ On Article 9(a) and (b), has your country adopted measures for the ex-situ conservation of 
components of biological diversity native to your country and originating outside your country? 

a) No X  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures adopted for the ex-situ conservation of components of 
biodiversity native to your country and originating outside your country. 

 

 
68. ◊ On Article 9(c), has your country adopted measures for the reintroduction of threatened 
species into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review   

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the measures for the reintroduction of threatened species into their natural 
habitats under appropriate conditions. 

 

 
69. ◊ On Article 9(d), has your country taken measures to regulate and manage the collection of 
biological resources from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten 
ecosystems and in-situ populations of species? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures to regulate and manage the collection of biological resources 
from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten ecosystems and in-situ 
populations of species. 
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Box XLVIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

The Faroe Islands has no ex-situ conservation. This due to a lack of resources. A few Faroese barley 
species is given over to the Nordic Gene Bank (NGB) for agricultural and horticultural crops. The Faroe 
Islands has however not had the resources to participate in their operations. The Gene Bank is under 
the responsibility of the Nordic Council of Ministers.   

 
 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1100  --  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  uussee  ooff  ccoommppoonneennttss  ooff  bbiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  

70. ◊ On Article 10(a), has your country integrated consideration of the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological resources into national decision-making? 

a) No  

b) No, but steps are being taken  

c) Yes, in some relevant sectors (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, in most relevant sectors (please provide details below)  

Further information on integrating consideration of conservation and sustainable use of biological 
resources into national decision-making. 

Advanced stage of development is reached in the sector of fisheries.  

 

 
71. ◊ On Article 10(b), has your country adopted measures relating to the use of biological 
resources that avoid or minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further information on the measures adopted relating to the use of biological resources that avoid or 
minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity. 

Protected areas, research and application of sustainable fishing gear, a management system for 
fisheries that is based on estimates of the stock size, marine and coastal environmental impact 
assessment etc.  

 

 
72. ◊ On Article 10(c), has your country put in place measures that protect and encourage 
customary use of biological resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use 
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requirements? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures that protect and encourage customary use of biological 
resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements. 

The fishing allowances lay down rules for kinds of fishing gear to be used. As an example is around ¾ 
of the haddock and the cod catched with hook. For more information se box II.  

  

 
73. ◊ On Article 10(d), has your country put in place measures that help local populations develop 
and implement remedial action in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced?  

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures that help local populations develop and implement remedial 
action in degraded areas where biodiversity has been reduced. 

 

 

  

74.  ◊ Has your country identified indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24) 

a) No x 

b) No, but assessment of potential indicators and incentive measures 
is under way  

c) Yes, indicators and incentive measures identified (please describe 
below) 

 

Further comments on the identification of indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to 
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

In the sector for fisheries the assessed size of fish stocks is used as indicator today. Assessment of 
potential supplementary indicators is under way. 

 

 
75.  ◊ Has your country implemented sustainable use practices, programmes and policies for the 
sustainable use of biological diversity, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation? (decision V/24) 

a) No  

b) No, but potential practices, programmes and policies are under review   

c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide x 
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details below) 

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please 
provide details below)  

Further information on sustainable use programmes and policies. 

Sustainable use practices are implemented to some extend, especially within the marine field, but no 
written programmes and policies are elaborated. No need for poverty alleviation. 

 

 
76. ◊ Has your country developed or explored mechanisms to involve the private sector in 
initiatives on the sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24). 

a) No  

b) No, but mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please describe below) X  

Further comments on the development of mechanisms to involve the private sector in initiatives on 
the sustainable use of biodiversity. 

Private companies are frequently participating, e.g. in the development of sustainable fishing gear. 
Funds for research are also available to the private sector. The agenda 21 projects has an initiating 
impact. 

 

 
77.  Has your country initiated a process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VII/12) 

a) No X  

b) No, but the principles and guidelines are under review  

c) Yes, a process is being planned  

d) Yes, a process has been initiated (please provide detailed 
information) 

 

Further information on the process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity. 

 

 
78. Has your country taken any initiative or action to develop and transfer technologies and provide 
financial resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VII/12)  

a) No X  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some technologies developed and transferred and limited 
financial resources provided (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, many technologies developed and transferred and significant 
financial resources provided (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the development and transfer of technologies and provision of financial 
resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable 
Use of Biodiversity. 
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BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  TToouurriissmm  

79.  ◊ Has your country established mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact of 
tourism on biodiversity? 

a) No X 

b) No, but mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please specify below)  

d) Yes, existing mechanisms are under review  

Further comments on the establishment of mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact 
of tourism on biodiversity. 

There is awareness about the impact of tourism, but not on species or ecosystem level. Much is done 
to prevent harm to nature coming from tourism: folders, guidelines, signs at the airport etc. 

 

 
80.  ◊ Has your country provided educational and training programmes to the tourism operators so 
as to increase their awareness of the impacts of tourism on biodiversity and upgrade the technical 
capacity at the local level to minimize the impacts? (decision V/25) 

a) No X  

b) No, but programmes are under development  

c) Yes, programmes are in place (please describe below)  

Further comments on educational and training programmes provided to tourism operators. 
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81. Does your country provide indigenous and local communities with capacity-building and financial 
resources to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product 
development and management? (decision VII/14) 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant programmes are being considered  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments in the capacity-building and financial resources provided to indigenous and local 
communities to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product 
development and management. 

 

 

82. Has your country integrated the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development in the 
development or review of national strategies and plans for tourism development, national biodiversity 
strategies and actions plans, and other related sectoral strategies? (decision VII/14) 

a) No, but the guidelines are under review  X 

b) No, but a plan is under consideration to integrate some principles of 
the guidelines into relevant strategies 

 

c) Yes, a few principles of the guidelines are integrated into some 
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector)  

d) Yes, many principles of the guidelines are integrated into some 
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector) 

 

Further information on the sectors where the principles of the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism 
Development are integrated. 

The guidelines to conserve biodiversity are very superiour, and none are developed on species level. 

Yet the tourist board has made brochures on birdlife, flowers etc.  

 

Box XLIX.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Sustainable use of marine resources has been given high priority on the Faroe Islands, as the economy 
is highly dependent on marine living resources. Sustainable use of other living resources, such as birds, 
has also been given a great deal of attention. A notable contribution is made in the marine field 
through the upper mentioned targets. The progress shows an example of the importance of the 
protection of biodiversity. Furthermore the capacity to implement the convention has been improved a 
little.  The convention contributes in a positive way to the awareness of conserving biodiversity. 
Constraints are too little awareness and especially a constraint of resources, one of the reasons being 
the size of the country.  
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AArrttiiccllee  1111  --  IInncceennttiivvee  mmeeaassuurreess  

83.  ◊ Has your country established programmes to identify and adopt economically and socially 
sound measures that act as incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of components of 
biological diversity? 

a) No x 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the programmes to identify and adopt incentives for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity. 

 

  

84.  ◊ Has your country developed the mechanisms or approaches to ensure adequate incorporation 
of both market and non-market values of biological diversity into relevant plans, policies and 
programmes and other relevant areas? (decisions III/18 and IV/10) 

a) No x 

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development  

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, review of impact of mechanisms available (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the mechanism or approaches to incorporate market and non-market values of 
biodiversity into relevant plans, policies and programmes. 

 

 
85.  ◊ Has your country developed training and capacity-building programmes to implement 
incentive measures and promote private-sector initiatives? (decision III/18) 

a) No x 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place  

d) Yes, many programmes are in place  

  

86. Does your country take into consideration the proposals for the design and implementation of 
incentive measures as contained in Annex I to decision VI/15 when designing and implementing 
incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision VI/15) 

a) No x 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on the proposals considered when designing and implementing the incentive 
measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 
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87. Has your country made any progress in removing or mitigating policies or practices that 
generate perverse incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity? 
(decision VII/18) 

a) No x  

b) No, but identification of such policies and practices is under way  

c) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified but not entirely removed 
or mitigated (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified and removed or 
mitigated (please provide details below) 

 

Further information on perverse incentives identified and/or removed or mitigated. 

 

 

Box L.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Low priority. The major constraints are a lack of understanding and documentation, limited resources, 
lack of political will and support, lack of mainstreaming, lack of appropriate policies and laws. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1122  --  RReesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  ttrraaiinniinngg    

88. ◊ On Article 12(a), has your country established programmes for scientific and technical 
education and training in measures for the identification, conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity and its components? 

a) No x 

b) No, but programmes are under development  

c) Yes, programmes are in place (please provide details below)  

Further information on the programmes for scientific and technical education and training in the 
measures for identification, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

 

 
89. ◊ On Article 12(b), does your country promote and encourage research which contributes to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) x 

Further information on the research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity. 

Yes - to a limited extend. To get funds for research it is not a claim that sustainable use is a part of 
the project, but often a considerable part of the supported projects are concerning sustainable use.   

 

 
90. ◊ On Article 12(c), does your country promote and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in 
biological diversity research in developing methods for conservation and sustainable use of biological 
resources? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below) x 

Further information on the use of scientific advances in biodiversity research in developing methods 
for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

To a limited extend in the fisheries sector. – NAF (Nordic workgroup for fisheries Research) under 
Nordic Council of Ministers has for instance supported two projects 1) development of the lower part 
of the trawling gears to protect the sea bottom and 2) Ways to make fish survive, that has been 
drawn through a trawl.  

The whale harpoon and spear is prohibited since 1986 and the ball-pointed hook is often used. 
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Box LI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Some fields of research related to fishing include: 
• oceanography 
• fisheries biology 
• zoology, mainly marine mammals 
• equipment technology 
• monitoring of the marine environment in fjords, sounds and at sea 

 
Some fields of research within the fish farming industry are: 
 

• disease prevention 
• testing of localities and equipment 
•  

The institutions engaged in the above research and development are the Faroese Fisheries Laboratory, 
the University of the Faroes  (The Faculty of Natural Sciences) and the Food, Veterinary and 
Environmental Agency, the Museum of Natural History, Biofar and the Research and Aquaculture 
Station of the Faroes.  
 
Fields of research related to the terrestrial area are: 

• Mountain vegetation, biodiversity and climate 
• Insects 
• Birds 
• Hares 

 
The institutions engaged in the above research and development are the Faroese Museum of Natural 
History and Fieldstation for Bird Monitoring on the Island Nólsoy. 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1133  --  PPuubblliicc  eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  aawwaarreenneessss  

91. Is your country implementing a communication, education and public awareness strategy and 
promoting public participation in support of the Convention? (Goal 4.1 of the Strategic Plan) 

a) No X  

b) No, but a CEPA strategy is under development   

c) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a 
limited extent (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a 
significant extent (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the implementation of a CEPA strategy and the promotion of public 
participation in support of the Convention. 

 

 

92. Is your country undertaking any activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of 
work on Communication, Education and Public Awareness as contained in the annex to decision 
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VI/19? (decision VI/19) 

a) No X  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken (please provide details 
below)  

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of work on 
CEPA. 

 

 
93. Is your country strongly and effectively promoting biodiversity-related issues through the press, 
the various media and public relations and communications networks at national level? (decision 
VI/19) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the promotion of biodiversity-related issues through the press, the various 
media and public relations and communications networks at national level. 

National biodiversity-related issues are frequently being discussed or mentioned in the public main-
medias. 

 

 
94. Does your country promote the communication, education and public awareness of biodiversity 
at the local level? (decision VI/19) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on the efforts to promote the communication, education and public awareness of 
biodiversity at the local level. 

 

 
95. Is your country supporting national, regional and international activities prioritized by the 
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness? (decision VI/19) 

a) No  

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some activities supported (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, many activities supported (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the support of national, regional and international activities prioritized by the 
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness. 

Agenda 21 has high priority and is well-functioning. 
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96. Has your country developed adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication, 
education and public awareness? 

a) No X 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the development of adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication, 
education and public awareness. 

Limited resources restrict the possibility to deliver more initiatives. 

 

 
97. Does your country promote cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity education 
and awareness at the national, regional and international levels? (decisions IV /10 and VI/19) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the promotion of cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity 
education and awareness, at the national, regional and international levels. 

 

 
98. Is your country undertaking some CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues 
and thematic programmes of work adopted under the Convention?  

a) No (please specify reasons below) X 

b) Yes, some activities undertaken for some issues and thematic areas 
(please provide details below) 

 

c) Yes, many activities undertaken for most issues and thematic areas 
(please provide details below)  

 

d) Yes, comprehensive activities undertaken for all issues and thematic 
areas (please provide details below)   

Further comments on the CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues and thematic 
programmes of work adopted under the Convention. 

Lack of resources, lack of political will and support. 

 

 

99. ◊ Does your country support initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that 
integrate biological diversity conservation matters in their practice and education programmes as 
well as into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision 
IV/10 and Goal 4.4 of the Strategic Plan) 

a) No X  

b) Yes (please provide details below)   
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Further comments on the initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that integrate 
biodiversity conservation in their practice and education programmes as well as their relevant 
sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies. 

 

 

100. Is your country communicating the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and 
establishing appropriate linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development in the 
implementation of your national CEPA programmes and activities? (decision VII/24) 

a) No X 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes developed and activities undertaken for this 
purpose (please provide details below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes developed and many activities 
undertaken for this purpose (please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the communication of the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and 
the establishment of linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development. 

 

 

Box LII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Low priority. Main constraints are a lack of resources, Lack of precautionary and proactive 
measures. Institutional weakness, Lack of political will and support. 

 

  
AArrttiiccllee  1144  --  IImmppaacctt  aasssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  mmiinniimmiizziinngg  aaddvveerrssee  iimmppaaccttss  

101. ◊ On Article 14.1(a), has your country developed legislation requiring an environmental 
impact assessment of proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, legislation is still in early stages of development x 

c) No, but legislation is in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, legislation is in place (please provide details below)  

e) Yes, review of implementation available (please provide details 
below)  

Further information on the legislation requiring EIA of proposed projects likely to have adverse 
effects on biodiversity. 
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In the Act on the Marine Environment environmental impact assessment is required within the 
marine and coastal area. The regulation is not specified but is held in general terms.  

 

 
102. ◊ On Article 14.1(b), has your country developed mechanisms to ensure that due 
consideration is given to the environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that 
are likely to have significant adverse impacts on biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development X 

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the mechanisms developed to ensure that due consideration is given to the 
environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have significant 
adverse impacts on biodiversity. 

On www.logting.fo where all new bills can be seen, it is estimated whether the new legislation 
will have environmental impacts.  
 

 
103. ◊ On Article 14.1(c), is your country implementing bilateral, regional and/or multilateral 
agreements on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your country’s 
jurisdiction? 

a) No X 

b) No, but assessment of options is in progress  

c) Yes, some completed, others in progress (please provide details below)  

d) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on the bilateral, regional and/or multilateral agreements on activities likely to 
significantly affect biodiversity outside your country’s jurisdiction. 

 

 
104. ◊ On Article 14.1(d), has your country put mechanisms in place to prevent or minimize 
danger or damage originating in your territory to biological diversity in the territory of other Parties 
or in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction? 

a) No X  

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development  

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place based on current scientific knowledge  

 
105. ◊ On Article 14.1(e), has your country established national mechanisms for emergency 
response to activities or events which present a grave and imminent danger to biological diversity?  

a) No  

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development X  

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development  
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d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)  

Further information on national mechanisms for emergency response to the activities or events which 
present a grave and imminent danger to biodiversity. 

The Faroese MRCC-station (Marine Rescue and Coordination Center) is obliged to inform if activities 
or events present danger at sea. No cooperation or joint contingency plans are established.  

 

  

106. Is your country applying the Guidelines for Incorporating Biodiversity-related Issues into 
Environment-Impact-Assessment Legislation or Processes and in Strategic Impact Assessment as 
contained in the annex to decision VI/7 in the context of the implementation of paragraph 1 of Article 
14? (decision VI/7) 

a) No X 

b) No, but application of the guidelines under consideration   

c) Yes, some aspects being applied (please specify below)  

d) Yes, major aspects being applied (please specify below)  

Further comments on application of the guidelines. 

 

  

107. On Article 14 (2), has your country put in place national legislative, administrative or policy 
measures regarding liability and redress for damage to biological diversity? (decision VI/11) 

a) No X  

b) Yes (please specify the measures)  

Further comments on national legislative, administrative or policy measures regarding liability and 
redress for damage to biological diversity. 

 

 

108.  Has your country put in place any measures to prevent damage to biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being developed  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures in place to prevent damage to biological diversity. 

The Fisheries management system, the Environmental Impact Assessment at sea, the prevention of 
rats, infectious salmon anemia (ISA-virus), Protection of birds, whales and few other species through  
the game legislation. 

 

 

 

109. Is your country cooperating with other Parties to strengthen capacities at the national level for 
the prevention of damage to biodiversity, establishment and implementation of national legislative 
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regimes, policy and administrative measures on liability and redress? (decision VI/11) 

a) No x 

b) No, but cooperation is under consideration  

c) No, but cooperative programmes are under development  

d) Yes, some cooperative activities being undertaken (please provide 
details below) 

 

e) Yes, comprehensive cooperative activities being undertaken (please 
provide details below)  

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties to strengthen capacities for the prevention of 
damage to biodiversity. 

 

Box LIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Relatively low priority. Main constraints are a lack of precautionary and proactive measures, 
lack of political will and support, lack of resources and institutional weakness, mainly in the 
terrestrial field. 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1155  --  AAcccceessss  ttoo  ggeenneettiicc  rreessoouurrcceess  

110. ◊ Has your country endeavored to facilitate access to genetic resources for environmentally 
sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually agreed terms, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of Article 15? 

a) No x 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on the efforts taken by your country to facilitate access to genetic resources for 
environmentally sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually 
agreed terms. 

 

 
111. ◊ Has your country taken measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic 
resources provided by other Parties is developed and carried out with the full participation of such 
Parties, in accordance with Article 15(6)? 

a) No x 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  
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d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further information on the measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic 
resources provided by other Contracting Parties is developed and carried out with the full 
participation of such Contracting Parties. 

 

 
112. ◊ Has your country taken measures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the results of 
research and development and of the benefits arising from the commercial and other use of genetic 
resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources, in accordance with Article 15(7)?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place (please provide details 
below)  

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in 
place (please provide details below) 

 

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further information on the type of measures taken. 
 

  

113. ◊ In developing national measures to address access to genetic resources and benefit-
sharing, has your country taken into account the multilateral system of access and benefit-sharing 
set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture? 

a) No x 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further information on national measures taken which consider the multilateral system of access and 
benefit-sharing as set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture. 

 

  

114. Is your country using the Bonn Guidelines when developing and drafting legislative, 
administrative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing and/or when negotiating contracts 
and other arrangements under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit-sharing? (decision 
VII/19A) 

a) No x 

b) No, but steps being taken to do so (please provide details below)  

c) Yes (please provide details below)  

Please provide details and specify successes and constraints in the implementation of the Bonn 
Guidelines.  
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115. Has your country adopted national policies or measures, including legislation, which address 
the role of intellectual property rights in access and benefit-sharing arrangements (i.e. the issue of 
disclosure of origin/source/legal provenance of genetic resources in applications for intellectual 
property rights where the subject matter of the application concerns, or makes use of, genetic 
resources in its development)? 

a) No x 

b) No, but potential policies or measures have been identified (please 
specify below)  

c) No, but relevant policies or measures are under development (please 
specify below) 

 

d) Yes, some policies or measures are in place (please specify below)  

e) Yes, comprehensive policies or measures adopted (please specify 
below) 

 

Further information on policies or measures that address the role of IPR in access and benefit-sharing 
arrangements. 
 

 
116. Has your country been involved in capacity-building activities related to access and benefit-
sharing?  

a) Yes (please provide details below) x 

b) No  

Please provide further information on capacity-building activities (your involvement as donor or 
recipient, key actors involved, target audience, time period, goals and objectives of the capacity-
building activities, main capacity-building areas covered nature of activities).  Please also specify 
whether these activities took into account the Action Plan on capacity-building for access and benefit-
sharing adopted at COP VII and available in annex to decision VII/19F.  

 

 

Box LIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 



 94

ISLAND:  
Genetic resources especially related to geothermal areas have gained much attention 
lately and high priority has been given to this subject. Recently a legislative 
measure was adopted to regulate the access to genetic material of geothermal areas. 
Currently a new legislation on access and permits for industry to collect, investigate 
and utilise genetic resources. Provisions to the nature conservation act are also in 
preparation to ensure conservation, general access to genetic material for research 
and benefit sharing. Iceland has identified national authorities responsible for granting access to 
genetic resources 

 

The Faroe Islands has legislative measures that prevent patent for plant and animal species 
or biological procedures to produce plants or animals. However patent can be given for 
microbiological procedures and products of such procedures.   

 

 

  

AArrttiiccllee  1166  --  AAcccceessss  ttoo  aanndd  ttrraannssffeerr  ooff  tteecchhnnoollooggyy    

117. ◊ On Article 16(1), has your country taken measures to provide or facilitate access for and 
transfer to other Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the 
environment?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures to provide or facilitate access for and transfer to other Parties of 
technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or make use of 
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment. 

In the marine field through various cooperation-channels.  

 

118. ◊ On Article 16(3), has your country taken measures so that Parties which provide genetic 
resources are provided access to and transfer of technology which make use of those resources, on 
mutually agreed terms? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place  

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place  

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in 
place 

 

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative arrangements are in 
place  

g) Not applicable  

 

119. ◊ On Article 16(4), has your country taken measures so that the private sector facilitates 
access to joint development and transfer of relevant technology for the benefit of Government 
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institutions and the private sector of developing countries?  

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some policies and measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

X 

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and measures are in place (please provide 
details below) 

 

e) Not applicable  

Further information on the measures taken. 

The private sector participates in several cases in research and development of technology together 
with Governmental institutions. 

 

 

Box LV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

See Box LIV 

 

  

PPrrooggrraammmmee  ooff  WWoorrkk  oonn  ttrraannssffeerr  ooff  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  

120. Has your country provided financial and technical support and training to assist in the 
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation? 
(decision VII/29) 

a) No x 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes being implemented (please provide details 
below) 

 

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes being implemented (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on the provision of financial and technical support and training to assist in the 
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation. 

 

  

121. Is your country taking any measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-
country initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation? (decision 
VII/29) 

a) No x 
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b) No, but some measures being considered  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-country 
initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation. 

 

  

122. Has your country made any technology assessments addressing technology needs, 
opportunities and barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building? (annex to 
decision VII/29) 

a) No         x 

b) No, but assessments are under way 

c) Yes, basic assessments undertaken (please provide details below) 

d) Yes, thorough assessments undertaken (please provide details 
below) 

Further comments on technology assessments addressing technology needs, opportunities and 
barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building. 

 

 
123. Has your country made any assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and 
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies? (annex to decision VII/29) 

a) No x 

b) No, but assessments are under way  

c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments undertaken (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and 
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies. 

 

  

124. Has your country identified and implemented any measures to develop or strengthen 
appropriate information systems for technology transfer and cooperation, including assessing 
capacity building needs? (annex to decision VII/29) 

a) No x 

b) No, but some programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some programmes are in place and being implemented (please 
provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details below) 
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Further comments on measures to develop or strengthen appropriate information systems for 
technology transfer and cooperation. 

 

 
125. Has your country taken any of the measures specified under Target 3.2 of the programme of 
work as a preparatory phase to the development and implementation of national institutional, 
administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate cooperation as well as access to and 
adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention? (annex to decision VII/29) 

a) No x 

b) No, but a few measures being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please specify below)  

d) Yes, many measures taken (please specify below)  

Further comments on the measures taken as a preparatory phase to the development and 
implementation of national institutional, administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate 
cooperation as well as access to and adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention. 

 

Box LVI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  
AArrttiiccllee  1177  --  EExxcchhaannggee  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn    

126. ◊ On Article 17(1), has your country taken measures to facilitate the exchange of information 
from publicly available sources with a view to assist with the implementation of the Convention and 
promote technical and scientific cooperation? 

a) No X 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place  
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The following question (127) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

127. ◊ On Article 17(1), do these measures take into account the special needs of developing 
countries and include the categories of information listed in Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific 
and socio-economic research, training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge, 
repatriation of information and so on? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, but they do not include the categories of information listed in 
Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic 
research, training and surveying programmes, specialized 
knowledge, repatriation of information and so on 

 

c) Yes, and they include categories of information listed in Article 17 
(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic research, 
training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge, 
repatriation of information and so on 

 

Box LVII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Low priority – Lack of resources 

 

  
AArrttiiccllee  1188  --  TTeecchhnniiccaall  aanndd  sscciieennttiiffiicc  ccooooppeerraattiioonn    

128. ◊ On Article 18(1), has your country taken measures to promote international technical and 
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further information on the measures to promote international technical and scientific cooperation. 

Via ICES, IWC and NAMMCO.   
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129. ◊ On Article 18(4), has your country encouraged and developed methods of cooperation for 
the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in 
pursuance of the objectives of this Convention? 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant methods are under development  

c) Yes, methods are in place  

 
130. ◊ On Article 18(5), has your country promoted the establishment of joint research 
programmes and joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the objectives of the 
Convention? 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide some examples below) X 

Examples for the establishment of joint research programmes and joint ventures for the development 
of technologies relevant to the objectives of the Convention. 

 

 
131. Has your country established links to non-governmental organizations, private sector and other 
institutions holding important databases or undertaking significant work on biological diversity 
through the CHM? (decision V/14) 

a) No X  

b) No, but coordination with relevant NGOs, private sector and other 
institutions under way 

 

c) Yes, links established with relevant NGOs, private sector and 
institutions  

 

The following question (132) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

132. Has your country further developed the CHM to assist developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical 
cooperation? (decision V/14) 

a) No X 

b) Yes, by using funding opportunities  

c) Yes, by means of access to, and transfer of technology  

d) Yes, by using research cooperation facilities  

e) Yes, by using repatriation of information  

f) Yes, by using training opportunities  

g) Yes, by using promotion of contacts with relevant institutions, 
organizations and the private sector 

 

h) Yes, by using other means (please specify below)  

Further comments on CHM developments to assist developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical 
cooperation. 
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133. Has your country used CHM to make information available more useful for researchers and 
decision-makers? (decision V/14) 

a) No 
X 

 

b) No, but relevant initiatives under consideration  

c) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on development of relevant initiatives. 

 

 
134. Has your country developed, provided and shared services and tools to enhance and facilitate 
the implementation of the CHM and further improve synergies among biodiversity-related 
Conventions? (decision V/14) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please specify services and tools below)  

Further comments on services and tools to enhance and facilitate the implementation of CHM and 
further improve synergies among biodiversity-related Conventions. 

 

Box LVIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

The major constraint is a lack of resources. 
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AArrttiiccllee  1199  --  HHaannddlliinngg  ooff  bbiiootteecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  iittss  bbeenneeffiittss  

135. ◊ On Article 19(1), has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation 
in biotechnological research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the genetic 
resources for such research? 

a) No x 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place   

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation are in place  

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy and subsidiary legislation are in 
place 

 

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in 
place 

 

 
136. ◊ On Article 19(2), has your country taken all practicable measures to promote and advance 
priority access by Parties, on a fair and equitable basis, to the results and benefits arising from 
biotechnologies based upon genetic resources provided by those Parties? 

a) No x 

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures are in place   

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place  

Box LIX.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

Low priority - Not relevant at this point. 
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AArrttiiccllee  2200  ––  FFiinnaanncciiaall  rreessoouurrcceess  

Box LX.  

Please describe for each of the following items the quantity of financial resources, both internal and 
external, that have been utilized, received or provided, as applicable, to implement the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, on an annual basis, since your country became a Party to the Convention. 

a) Budgetary allocations by 
national and local 
Governments as well as 
different sectoral ministries 

 

1.2 billion Danish kr. (app. 200.000 $) are until now given to 
the terrestrial area to implement the Convention. The money is 
mainly used to work in relation to article 6 and 7.  

100.000-200.000 Danish kr. are given to the protection of 
original breed of domestic animals. 

500.000 Danish kr. Are given to support the Agenda 21 
programme 

b) Extra-budgetary resources 
(identified by donor agencies) 0 

c) Bilateral channels (identified  
by donor agencies) 0 

d) Regional channels (identified  
by donor agencies) ? 

e) Multilateral channels 
(identified by donor agencies) 0 

f) Private sources (identified by 
donor agencies) 0 

g) Resources generated through 
financial instruments, such as 
charges for use of 
biodiversity 

 

Box LXI.  

Please describe in detail below any major financing programmes, such as biodiversity trust funds or 
specific programmes that have been established in your country. 

No national funds or programmes cover only biodiversity-issues, but all the national funds can be and 
are used to support biodiversity-issues. In reality considerably more money than mentioned above is 
used in projects that have the aim to protect biodiversity.  

 

One fund support research- og development activities concerning fisheries – one part being for 
biotecnologi projects, one part being for production tecnology projects and one part covers catch 
tecnikes. Another fund supports nature and environmental projects. A third fund support different 
kinds of research.  
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137. ◊ On Article 20(1), has your country provided financial support and incentives to those 
national activities that are intended to achieve the objectives of the Convention? 

a) No  

b) Yes, incentives only (please provide a list of such incentives below)  

c) Yes, financial support only x 

d) Yes, financial support and incentives (please provide details below)  

Further comments on financial support and incentives provided. 

See Box LX and LXI 

 

 

The next question (138) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

138. ◊ On Article 20(2), has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable 
developing country Parties to meet the agreed incremental costs to them of implementing measures 
which fulfill the obligations of the Convention? 

a) No x 

b) Yes (please indicate the amount, on an annual basis, of new and 
additional financial resources your country has provided) 

 

Further comments on new and additional financial resources provided. 

 

 

The next question (139) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES 
IN TRANSITION 

139. ◊ On Article 20(2), has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable 
it to meet the agreed full incremental costs of implementing measures which fulfill the obligations of 
the Convention? 

a) No  

b) Yes   

  

140. ◊ Has your country established a process to monitor financial support to biodiversity, 
including support provided by the private sector? (decision V/11) 

a) No x 

b) No, but procedures being established  

c) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on processes to monitor financial support to biodiversity, including support 
provided by the private sector. 
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141. ◊ Has your country considered any measures like tax exemptions in national taxation systems 
to encourage financial support to  biodiversity? (decision V/11) 

a) No x 

b) No, but exemptions are under development (please provide details 
below) 

 

c) Yes, exemptions are in place (please provide details below)  

Further comments on tax exemptions for biodiversity-related donations. 

 

  

142. Has your country reviewed national budgets and monetary policies, including the effectiveness 
of official development assistance allocated to biodiversity, with particular attention paid to positive 
incentives and their performance as well as perverse incentives and ways and means for their 
removal or mitigation? (decision VI/16) 

a) No x 

b) No, but review is under way  

c) Yes (please provide results of review below)  

Further comments on review of national budgets and monetary policies, including the effectiveness of 
official development assistance. 

 

 
143. Is your country taking concrete actions to review and further integrate biodiversity 
considerations in the development and implementation of major international development 
initiatives, as well as in national sustainable development plans and relevant sectoral policies and 
plans? (decisions VI/16 and VII/21) 

a) No x 

b) No, but review is under way  

c) Yes, in some initiatives and plans (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, in major initiatives and plans (please provide details below)  

Further comments on review and integration of biodiversity considerations in relevant initiatives, 
policies and plans. 

 

 

144. Is your country enhancing the integration of biological diversity into the sectoral development 
and assistance programmes? (decision VII/21) 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, into some sectoral development and assistance programmes 
(please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, into major sectoral development and assistance programmes 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on the integration of biodiversity into sectoral development and assistance 
programmes 
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In the fisheries sector the sustainable target is build into the sectoral development and programmes.  
With that the biodiversity target is indirectly integrated.  

 

 

The next question (145) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

145. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which area your country has provided financial 
support to developing countries and/or countries with economies in transition. Please elaborate in the 
space below if necessary. 

A r e a s 
Support 
provided 

a) Undertaking national or regional assessments within the framework of MEA 
(decision VI/8) 

 

b) In-situ conservation (decision V/16)  

c) Enhance national capacity to establish and maintain the mechanisms to protect 
traditional knowledge (decision VI/10) 

 

d) Ex-situ conservation (decision V/26)  

e) Implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (decision VI/9)  

f) Implementation of the Bonn Guidelines (decision VI/24)  

g) Implementation of programme of work on agricultural biodiversity (decision 
V/5) 

 

h) Preparation of first report on the State of World’s Animal Genetic Resources 
(decision VI/17) 

 

i) Support to work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and 
development of regional and sub regional networks or processes (decision 
VI/27) 

 

j) Development of partnerships and other means to provide the necessary 
support for the implementation of the programme of work on dry and 
subhumid lands biological diversity (decision VII/2) 

 

k) Financial support for the operations of the Coordination Mechanism of the 
Global Taxonomy Initiative (decision VII/9) 

 

l) Support to the implementation of the Action Plan on Capacity Building as 
contained in the annex to decision VII/19 (decision VII/19) 

 

m) Support to the implementation of the programme of work on mountain 
biological diversity (decision VII/27) 

 

n) Support to the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas 
(decision VII/28) 

 

o) Support to the development of national indicators (decision VII/30)  

p) Others (please specify)  

Further information on financial support provided to developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition. 
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The next question (146) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES 
IN TRANSITION 

146. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which areas your country has applied for funds 
from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), from developed countries and/or from other sources. The 
same area may have more than one source of financial support. Please elaborate in the space below 
if necessary. 

Applied for funds from 
A r e a s 

GEF Bilateral Other 

a) Preparation of national biodiversity strategies or action plans     

b) National capacity self-assessment for implementation of 
Convention (decision VI/27) 

   

c) Priority actions to implement the Global Taxonomy Initiative 
(decision V/9) 

   

d) In-situ conservation (decision V/16)    

e) Development of national strategies or action plans to deal 
with alien species (decision VI/23) 

   

f) Ex-situ conservation, establishment and maintenance of Ex-
situ conservation facilities (decision V/26) 

   

g) Projects that promote measures for implementing Article 13 
(Education and Public Awareness) (decision VI/19) 

   

h) Preparation of national reports (decisions III/9, V/19 and 
VI/25)  

   

i) Projects for conservation and sustainable use of inland water 
biological diversity (decision IV/4) 

   

j) Activities for conservation and sustainable use of agricultural 
biological diversity (decision V/5) 

   

k) Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
(decision VI/26) 

   

l) Implementation of the Global Taxonomy Initiative    

m) Implementation of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines 
for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 

   

n) Others (please specify)    

Further information on application for financial support. 

 

Box LXII.  
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Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically 
focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  

DD..  TTHHEEMMAATTIICC  AARREEAASS  
 

147. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in 
implementing the thematic programmes of work of the Convention (marine and coastal biodiversity, 
agricultural biodiversity, forest biodiversity, inland waters biodiversity, dry and sub-humid lands and 
mountain biodiversity). 

3 = High Challenge 1 = Low Challenge  

2 = Medium Challenge 0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome  

N/A = Not applicable 

 
Programme of Work 

Challenges 
Agricultur

al 
Forest 

Marine 
and 

coastal 

Inland  
water 

ecosystem 

Dry and 
subhumid 

lands 
Mountain 

(a) Lack of political 
will and support 

2 - 1 2 - 2 

(b) Limited public 
participation and 
stakeholder involvement 

1-2 - 1 1 - 1 

(c) Lack of main-
streaming and integration 
of biodiversity issues into 
other sectors 

2-3 - 1 2 - 2 

(d) Lack of 
precautionary and 
proactive measures 

2 - 1-2 3 - 2 

(e) Inadequate 
capacity to act, caused 
by institutional weakness 

1-2 - 0 3 - 3 

(f) Lack of transfer of 
technology and expertise 

1-2 - 0 0 - 0 

(g) Loss of traditional 
knowledge 

1 - 0 0 - 1 

(h) Lack of adequate 
scientific research 
capacities to support all 
the objectives 

1-2 - 0 0 - 0 
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(i) Lack of accessible 
knowledge and 
information 

0 - 0 

 

0 - 0 

(j) Lack of public 
education and awareness 
at all levels 

2 - 1-2 1 - 2 

(k) Existing scientific 
and traditional knowledge 
not fully utilized 

1-2 - 1 2 - 2 

(l) Loss of biodiversity 
and the corresponding 
goods and services it 
provides not properly 
understood and 
documented 

2 - 1-2 2 -     2 

(m) Lack of financial, 
human, technical 
resources 

3 - 1 3 - 2 

(n) Lack of economic 
incentive measures 

3 - 1-2 3 - 2 

(o) Lack of benefit-
sharing 

0 - 0 0 - 0 

(p) Lack of synergies 
at national and 
international levels 

2 - 1 3 - 2 

(q) Lack of horizontal 
cooperation among 
stakeholders 

0 - 0 3 - 2 

(r) Lack of effective 
partnerships 

0 -  2 - 2 

(s) Lack of 
engagement of scientific 
community 

0 - 0 0 - 0 

(t) Lack of appropriate 
policies and laws 

2 -  3 - 2 

(u) Poverty 0 - 0 0 - 0 

(v) Population 
pressure 

1 - 1 1 - 1 

(w) Unsustainable 
consumption and 
production patterns 

2 - 0-1 2 - 2 

(x) Lack of capacities 
for local communities 

1-2 - 1 2 - 2 

(y) Lack of knowledge 
and practice of 
ecosystem-based 
approaches to 
management 

2-3 - 0-1 3 - 3 

(z) Weak law 
enforcement capacity  

3 -  3 - 2 
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(aa) Natural disasters 
and environmental 
change  

2 - 1 1 - 1 

(bb) Others (please 
specify)  -   -  
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IInnllaanndd  wwaatteerr  eeccoossyysstteemmss  

148. Has your country incorporated the objectives and relevant activities of the programme of work 
into the following and implemented them? (decision VII/4) 

Strategies, policies, plans and activities No 
Yes, partially, 

integrated but not 
implemented 

Yes, fully integrated 
and implemented 

N/A 

a) Your biodiversity strategies and 
action plans 

X     

b) Wetland policies and strategies X    

c) Integrated water resources 
management and water efficiency 
plans being developed in line with 
paragraph 25 of the Plan of 
Implementation of the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development 

X    

d) Enhanced coordination and 
cooperation between national actors 
responsible for inland water 
ecosystems and biological diversity 

X    

Further comments on incorporation of the objectives and activities of the programme of work 

 

 
149. Has your country identified priorities for each activity in the programme of work, including 
timescales, in relation to outcome oriented targets? (decision VII/4 ) 

a) No X 

b) Outcome oriented targets developed but priority activities not 
developed 

 

c) Priority activities developed but not outcome oriented targets  

d) Yes, comprehensive outcome oriented targets and priority activities 
developed 

 

Further comments on the adoption of outcome oriented targets and priorities for activities, including 
providing a list of targets (if developed).    
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150. Is your country promoting synergies between this programme of work and related activities 
under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-Ramsar) at 
the national level? (decision VII/4 ) 

a) Not applicable (not Party to Ramsar Convention)  

b) No X 

c) No, but potential measures were identified for synergy and joint 
implementation 

 

d) Yes, some measures taken for joint implementation (please specify 
below) 

 

e) Yes, comprehensive measures taken for joint implementation (please 
specify below) 

 

Further comments on the promotion of synergies between the programme of work and related 
activities under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-
Ramsar) at the national level. 

 

 
151. Has your country taken steps to improve national data on:  (decision VII/4 ) 

Issues Yes No 
No, but development 

Is under way  

a) Goods and services provided by inland 
water ecosystems? 

 x  

b) The uses and related socioeconomic 
variables of such goods and services? 

 x  

c) Basic hydrological aspects of water 
supply as they relate to maintaining 
ecosystem function? 

 x  

d) Species and all taxonomic levels? X   

e) On threats to which inland water 
ecosystems are subjected?  x  

Further comments on the development of data sets, in particular a list of data sets developed in case 
you have replied “YES” above. 

The NORLAKE project concerning Physico-Chemical and botanical Aspect in 5 of the bigger lakes on 
the Faroe islands has improved to data. 
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152. Has your country promoted the application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the 
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems? (decision VII/4 )  

a) No, the guidelines have not been reviewed X                 

b) No, the guidelines have been reviewed and found inappropriate  

c) Yes, the guidelines have been reviewed and application/promotion is 
pending 

 

d) Yes, the guidelines promoted and applied  

Further comments on the promotion and application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the 
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems. 

 

Box LXIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  

MMaarriinnee  aanndd  ccooaassttaall  bbiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  

GGeenneerraall    

153. Do your country’s strategies and action plans include the following?  Please use an “X” to 
indicate your response.  (decisions II/10 and IV/15) 

a) Developing new marine and coastal protected areas x  

b) Improving the management of existing marine and coastal protected 
areas  

c) Building capacity within the country for management of marine and 
coastal resources, including through educational programmes and 
targeted research initiatives (if yes, please elaborate on types of 
initiatives in the box below) 

X 

d)  Instituting improved integrated marine and coastal area 
management (including catchments management) in order to reduce 
sediment and nutrient loads into the marine environment 

 

e) Protection of areas important for reproduction, such as spawning and 
nursery areas X 

f) Improving sewage and other waste treatment X 

g) Controlling excessive fishing and destructive fishing practices x 
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h) Developing a comprehensive oceans policy (if yes, please indicate 
current stage of development in the box below)  

i) Incorporation of local and traditional knowledge into management of 
marine and coastal resources (if yes, please elaborate on types of 
management arrangements in the box below) 

 

j) Others (please specify below) X 

k) Not applicable  

Please elaborate on the above activities and list any other priority actions relating to conservation 
and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity. 

a) Lately a coral reef area in Faroese territory has been protected. There are no actual plans on 
future conservation of marine and coastal areas.  

b) Assessments of the situation in the protected areas are frequently made. 

c) The Faroese institute for fisheries research has conducted a temporary educational programme 
for the employees. A book on Faroese biodiversity will soon be published, and is among others 
meant to be used in an educational context. 

d) - 

e) There is temporary protection on 7 spawning closures. Moreover there are trawling closures on 
most of the area around the Faroe Islands - around 12.000 square kilometers all together.  

f) The new Marine Environmental Act provide smaller improvements.  

g) Via the Faroese fisheries management system, se box II, and physical control. 

h) No specific policy is developed but the present system is well-functioning and the existing 
situation is fruitful also for further development concerning biodiversity. 

j) New provisions in the new Marine Environmental Act introduce a claim on for nature and 
environmental impact assessment when bigger projects are started in marine or coastal areas. The 
new provisions are not closer defined, but are e.g. meant to deal with construction of harbours.  

 

  

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  IInntteeggrraatteedd  MMaarriinnee  aanndd  CCooaassttaall  AArreeaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

154. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, administrative and legislative 
arrangements for the development of integrated management of marine and coastal ecosystems? 

a) No  

b) Early stages of development X 

c) Advanced stages of development  

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)  

e) Not applicable  

Further comments on the current status of implementation of integrated marine and coastal area 
management. 

The coastal sensitivity mapping. For more information se http://www.hfs.fo/Deildir/umh.htm .  

 

 
155. Has your country implemented ecosystem-based management of marine and coastal 
resources, for example through integration of coastal management and watershed management, or 
through integrated multidisciplinary coastal and ocean management? 

a) No  

b) Early stages of development X 
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c) Advanced stages of development  

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)  

e) Not applicable  

Further comments on the current status of application of the ecosystem to management of marine 
and coastal resources. 

 

  

MMaarriinnee  aanndd  CCooaassttaall  LLiivviinngg  RReessoouurrcceess  

156. Has your country identified components of your marine and coastal ecosystems, which are 
critical for their functioning, as well as key threats to those ecosystems? 

a) No 

b) Plans for a comprehensive assessment of marine and coastal 
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below) 

          X  

c) A comprehensive assessment is currently in progress 

d) Critical ecosystem components have been identified, and management 
plans for them are being developed (please provide details below) 

e) Management plans for important components of marine and coastal 
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below) 

f) Not applicable 

Further comments on the current status of assessment, monitoring and research relating to marine 
and coastal ecosystems, as well as key threats to them 

Critical components are partly identified. Work is put in place to make a mathematical model of the 
marine ecosystem building on all collected data on marine components. This model will improve the 
identification of critical components. 

 

 
157. Is your country undertaking the following activities to implement the Convention’s work plan 
on coral reefs?  Please use an “X” to indicate your response. 

A c t i v i t i e s 
Not 

implemented 
nor a priority 

Not 
implemented 
but a priority  

Currently 
implemented 

Not 
applicable 

a) Ecological assessment and 
monitoring of reefs 

  X  

b) Socio-economic assessment 
and monitoring of 
communities and 
stakeholders 

x    

c) Management, particularly 
through application of 
integrated coastal 
management and marine and 
coastal protected areas in 
coral reef environments 

  X  
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d) Identification and 
implementation of additional 
and alternative measures for 
securing livelihoods of people 
who directly depend on coral 
reef services 

    

e) Stakeholder partnerships, 
community participation 
programmes and public 
education campaigns 

x    

f) Provision of training and 
career opportunities for 
marine taxonomists and 
ecologists 

x    

g) Development of early warning 
systems of coral bleaching 

    

h) Development of a rapid 
response capability to 
document coral bleaching and 
mortality 

    

i) Restoration and rehabilitation 
of degraded coral reef 
habitats 

x    

j) Others (please specify below)     

Please elaborate on ongoing activities.  

a) Running monitoring of reefs. No direct ecological assessment is made. 

d), g) and h) not considered relevant 

 

  

MMaarriinnee  aanndd  CCooaassttaall  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass  

158. Which of the following statements can best describe the current status of marine and coastal 
protected areas in your country?  Please use an “X” to indicate your response. 

a) Marine and coastal protected areas have been declared and gazetted 
(please indicate below how many) x 

b) Management plans for these marine and coastal protected areas have 
been developed with involvement of all stakeholders x 

c) Effective management with enforcement and monitoring has been put 
in place 

x 

d) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas is 
under development 

x 

e) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas 
has been put in place  

f) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes 
areas managed for purpose of sustainable use, which may allow 
extractive activities 

x 

g) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes 
areas which exclude extractive uses 
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h) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas is 
surrounded by sustainable management practices over the wider 
marine and coastal environment. 

 

i) Other (please describe below)  

j) Not applicable  

Further comments on the current status of marine and coastal protected areas. 

 

a) All together around 12.000 square kilometers are declared and gazetted. 
No areas are fully protected. The protection concerns temporary or 
permanent closure to trawl gear types. Other closures as the spawning 
closures have temporal all-gear closure. 

b)   

c) Effective management through ongoing monitoring in all protected areas. 
Enforcement in the important situations are also in place: The Faroese 
Guard and Salvage Service has a well-functioning physical control and has 
the authority to close areas with smaller fish temporarily and to react on 
violation of the regulations when they are controlling protected areas, 
fishing allowances etc. 

d) Most of the area around the Faroe Islands is protected at some level. There 
are no plans for elaboration of this area. 

e) – 

f) – 

g) None of the protected areas has a full exclusion of extractive use. 

h) The Faroese fisheries management system with fishing days and fishing 
allowances, including regulation of gear types to be used, result in a 
sustainable management of the wider marine and coastal environment. 

i)   

 

  

MMaarriiccuullttuurree  

159. Is your country applying the following techniques aimed at minimizing adverse impacts of 
mariculture on marine and coastal biodiversity?  Please check all that apply. 

a) Application of environmental impact assessments for mariculture 
developments X  

b) Development and application of effective site selection methods in 
the framework of integrated marine and coastal area management  

c) Development of effective methods for effluent and waste control x 

d) Development of appropriate genetic resource management plans at 
the hatchery level  

e) Development of controlled hatchery and genetically sound 
reproduction methods in order to avoid seed collection from nature. 

x 

f) If seed collection from nature cannot be avoided, development of 
environmentally sound practices for spat collecting operations, 
including use of selective fishing gear to avoid by-catch 

 

g) Use of native species and subspecies in mariculture  
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h) Implementation of effective measures to prevent the inadvertent 
release of mariculture species and fertile polypoids. 

 

i) Use of proper methods of breeding and proper places of releasing in 
order to protect genetic diversity x 

j) Minimizing the use of antibiotics through better husbandry 
techniques x 

k) Use of selective methods in commercial fishing to avoid or minimize 
by-catch 

 

l) Considering traditional knowledge, where applicable, as a source to 
develop sustainable mariculture techniques  

m) Not applicable  

Further comments on techniques that aim at minimizing adverse impacts of mariculture on marine 
and coastal biodiversity. 

a) Environmental impact assessments is used within mariculture 
developments. 

b) Site selection is applied through assessments, but no proper method for 
site selection is developed. 

c) God methods for control are developed and used. For more information se 
www.fishin.fo/fish farming/environment  

d) - 

e) A system is made that hinders seed collection from nature 

f) Not relevant 

g) The used species are Norwegian 

h) No 

i) The design of the fish farming plants constitute a barrier itself 

j) Report on use of antibiotics etc. is required, and all use of antibiotics has to 
be prescribed by the vetenarian. 

k) – 

l) not relevant 

 

Some more information on fish farming in the Faroe Islands can be found on www.fishin.fo  

 

AAlliieenn  SSppeecciieess  aanndd  GGeennoottyyppeess  

160. Has your country put in place mechanisms to control pathways of introduction of alien species 
in the marine and coastal environment?  Please check all that apply and elaborate on types of 
measures in the space below. 

a) No   

b) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from ballast water have been 
put in place (please provide details below) 

 

c) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from hull fouling have been 
put in place (please provide details below) 

 

d) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from aquaculture have been 
put in place (please provide details below)  

e) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from accidental releases, 
such as aquarium releases, have been put in place (please provide 
details below) 
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f) Not applicable  

Further comments on the current status of activities relating to prevention of introductions of alien 
species in the marine and coastal environment, as well as any eradication activities. 

 

Box LXIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 
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AAggrriiccuullttuurraall  bbiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  

161. ◊ Has your country developed national strategies, programmes and plans that ensure the 
development and successful implementation of policies and actions that lead to the conservation and 
sustainable use of agrobiodiversity components? (decisions III/11 and IV/6) 

a) No X  

b) No, but strategies, programmes and plans are under development  

c) Yes, some strategies, programmes and plans are in place (please 
provide details below)  

 

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, programmes and plans are in place 
(please provide details below)  

Further comments on agrobiodiversity components in national strategies, programmes and plans. 

 

 
162. ◊ Has your country identified ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use 
restriction technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use, including food 
security, of agricultural biological diversity? (decision V/5) 

a) No X  

b) No, but potential measures are under review  

c) Yes, some measures identified (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures identified (please provide details below)  

Further information on ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use restriction 
technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity. 

 

 

AAnnnneexx  ttoo  ddeecciissiioonn  VV//55  --  PPrrooggrraammmmee  ooff  wwoorrkk  oonn  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  

Programme element 1 – Assessment 

163. Has your country undertaken specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity 
such as on plant genetic resources, animal genetic resources, pollinators, pest management and 
nutrient cycling?   

a) No X  

b) Yes, assessments are in progress (please specify components 
below) 

 

c) Yes, assessments completed (please specify components and results of 
assessments below)  

Further comments on specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity. 

 

 
164. Is your country undertaking assessments of the interactions between agricultural practices and 
the conservation and sustainable use of the components of biodiversity referred to in Annex I of the 
Convention (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species and communities; genomes and genes of social, 
scientific or economic importance)?  
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a) No X  

b) Yes, assessments are under way  

c) Yes, some assessments completed (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments completed (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on assessment of biodiversity components (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species 
and communities; genomes and genes of social, scientific or economic importance). 

 

 
165. Has your country carried out an assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of 
farmers and indigenous and local communities in sustaining agricultural biodiversity and agro-
ecosystem services for food production and food security?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, assessment is under way  

c) Yes, assessment completed (please specify where information can be 
retrieved below)  

Further comments on assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of farmers and 
indigenous and local communities. 

 

 
166. Has your country been monitoring an overall degradation, status quo or 
restoration/rehabilitation of agricultural biodiversity since 1993 when the Convention entered into 
force?  

a) No X 

b) Yes, no change found (status quo)  

c) Yes, overall degradation found (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, overall restoration or rehabilitation observed (please provide 
details below) 

 

Further comments on observations. 

 

 
Programme element 2 - Adaptive management 

167. Has your country identified management practices, technologies and policies that promote the 
positive, and mitigate the negative, impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and enhance productivity 
and the capacity to sustain livelihoods? 

a) No X  

b) No, but potential practices, technologies and policies being identified  

c) Yes, some practices, technologies and policies identified (please 
provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive practices, technologies and policies identified 
(please provide details below) 

 

Further comments on identified management practices, technologies and policies. 
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Programme element 3 - Capacity-building  

168. Has your country increased the capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and 
their organizations and other stakeholders, to manage sustainable agricultural biodiversity and to 
develop strategies and methodologies for In-situ conservation, sustainable use and management of 
agricultural biological diversity? 

a) No x 

b) Yes (please specify area/component and target groups with 
increased capacity) 

 

Further comments on increased capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and their 
organizations and other stakeholders. 

 

 
169. Has your country put in place operational mechanisms for participation by a wide range of 
stakeholder groups to develop genuine partnerships contributing to the implementation of the 
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity?  

a) No X 

b) No, but potential mechanisms being identified  

c) No, but mechanisms are under development  

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place   

 
170. Has your country improved the policy environment, including benefit-sharing arrangements 
and incentive measures, to support local-level management of agricultural biodiversity?   

a) No x 

b) No, but some measures and arrangements being identified  

c) No, but measures and arrangements are under development  

d) Yes, measures and arrangements are being implemented (please 
specify below) 

 

Further comments on the measures taken to improve the policy environment. 

 

 
Programme element 4 – Mainstreaming 

171. Is your country mainstreaming or integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation 
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes? 

a) No  

b) No, but review is under way  

c) No, but potential frameworks and mechanisms are being identified  

d) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed and integrated 
into some sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details 
below) 

x 
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e) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed into major 
sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on mainstreaming and integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation 
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes. 

Very little is done. Subsidies are given to preservation of indigenous domestic animal species 

 

 
172. Is your country supporting the institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms for 
the mainstreaming of agricultural biodiversity in agricultural strategies and action plans, and its 
integration into wider strategies and action plans for biodiversity?  

a) No x 

b) Yes, by supporting institutions in undertaking relevant assessments  

c) Yes, by developing policy and planning guidelines  

d) Yes, by developing training material  

e) Yes, by supporting capacity-building at policy, technical and local levels  

f) Yes, by promoting synergy in the implementation of agreed plans of 
action and between ongoing assessment and intergovernmental 
processes. 

 

Further comments on support for institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms. 

 

 
173. In the case of centers of origin in your country, is your country promoting activities for the 
conservation, on farm, In-situ, and Ex-situ, of the variability of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture, including their wild relatives?  

a) No x 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on of the conservation of the variability of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture in their center of origin. 

 

 

Box LXV.  

Please provide information concerning the actions taken by your country to implement the Plan of 
Action for the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators.  

NNoott  rreelleevvaanntt..  

  

 

Box LXVI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
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e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

The main target in protection of biodiversity has been the protection of the remaining indigenous 
domestic animal species – the decline in the number of the old Faroese horses has stopped and it is 
ensured that the old Faroese cattle breed won’t be extinct. This due to constraints in resources. 
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FFoorreesstt  BBiioollooggiiccaall  DDiivveerrssiittyy  

GGeenneerraall  

174. Has your country incorporated relevant parts of the work programme into your national 
biodiversity strategies and action plans and national forest programmes? 

a) No  

b) Yes, please describe the process used  

c) Yes, please describe constraints/obstacles encountered in the 
process 

 

d) Yes, please describe lessons learned  

e) Yes, please describe targets for priority actions in the programme of 
work  

Further comments on the incorporation of relevant parts of the work programme into your NBSAP 
and forest programmes 

Not relevant 

 

 

Box LXVII.  

Please indicate what recently applied tools (policy, planning, management, assessment and 
measurement) and measures, if any, your country is using to implement and assess the programme 
of work. Please indicate what tools and measures would assist the implementation. 

 

 
 

Box LXVIII.  

Please indicate to what extent and how your country has involved indigenous and local communities, 
and respected their rights and interests, in implementing the programme of work. 

 

 

Box LXIX.  

Please indicate what efforts your country has made towards capacity building in human and capital 
resources for the implementation of the programme of work. 

 

 

Box LXX.  

Please indicate how your country has collaborated and cooperated (e.g., south-south, north-south, 
south-north, north-north) with other governments, regional or international organizations in 
implementing the programme of work. Please also indicate what are the constraints and/or needs 
identified. 
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EExxppaannddeedd  pprrooggrraammmmee  ooff  wwoorrkk  oonn  ffoorreesstt  bbiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  

Programme element 1 – Conservation, sustainable use and benefit-sharing 

175. Is your country applying the ecosystem approach to the management of all types of forests? 

a) No (please provide reasons below)  

b) No, but potential measures being identified (please provide details 
below)  

c) Yes (please provide details below)   

Comments on application of the ecosystem approach to management of forests (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impact on forest management, constraints, needs, 
tools, and targets). 

 

 

176. Has your country undertaken measures to reduce the threats to, and mitigate its impacts on 
forest biodiversity? 

Options X Details 

Please specify below the major threats identified in relation to each objective of 
goal 2 and the measures undertaken to address priority actions 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No  

  

 

Further comments on measures to reduce threats to, and mitigate the impacts of threatening 
processes on forest biodiversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on 
forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

177. Is your country undertaking any measures to protect recover and restore forest biological 
diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No  
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Further comments on measures to protect, recover and restore forest biological diversity (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, 
tools and targets). 

 

 

178. Is your country undertaking any measures to promote the sustainable use of forest biological 
diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please specify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 4 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No  

  

 

Further comments on the promotion of the sustainable use of forest biological diversity (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, 
tools and targets). 

 

 

179. Is your country undertaking any measures to promote access and benefit-sharing of forest 
genetic resources? 

Options X Details 

Please specify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 5 and describe 
measures undertaken 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the promotion of access and benefit-sharing of forest genetic resources. 
(including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, 
needs, tools and targets) 

 

 

Programme element 2 – Institutional and socio-economic enabling environment 

180. Is your country undertaking any measures to enhance the institutional enabling environment 
for the conservation and sustainable use of forest biological diversity, including access and benefit-
sharing? 

Options X Details 
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Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 1 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the enhancement of the institutional enabling environment for the conservation 
and sustainable use of forest biological diversity, including access and benefit-sharing (including 
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, 
tools and targets). 

 

 

181. Is your country undertaking any measures to address socio-economic failures and distortions 
that lead to decisions that result in loss of forest biological diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 2 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on review of socio-economic failures and distortions that lead to decisions that 
result in loss of forest biological diversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, 
impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

 

 

182. Is your country undertaking any measures to increase public education, participation and 
awareness in relation to forest biological diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 
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Further comments on measures to increase public education, participation and awareness in relation 
to forest biological diversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on 
forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

Programme element 3 – Knowledge, assessment and monitoring 

183. Is your country undertaking any measures to characterize forest ecosystems at various scales 
in order to improve the assessment of the status and trends of forest biological diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 1 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on characterization of forest ecosystems at various scales (including effectiveness 
of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and 
targets). 

 

 

184. Is your country undertaking any measures to improve knowledge on, and methods for, the 
assessment of the status and trends of forest biological diversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 2 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on improvement of knowledge on and methods for the assessment of the status 
and trends (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, 
constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

185. Is your country undertaking any measures to improve the understanding of the role of forest 
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning? 

Options X Details 
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Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the improvement of the understanding of the role of forest biodiversity and 
ecosystem functioning (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest 
biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets). 

 

 

186. Is your country undertaking any measures at national level to improve the infrastructure for 
data and information management for accurate assessment and monitoring of global forest 
biodiversity? 

Options X Details 

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 4 and describe 
measures undertaken to address these priorities 

a) Yes 

 
 

 

Please provide reasons below b) No 

  

 

Further comments on the improvement of the infrastructure for data and information management 
(including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, 
needs, tools and targets). 
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Box LXXI.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  

BBiioollooggiiccaall  ddiivveerrssiittyy  ooff  ddrryy  aanndd  ssuubb--hhuummiidd  llaannddss  

187. Is your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the national and regional 
levels, the activities identified in the programme of work? (decisions V/23 and VII/2 ) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on scientific, technical and financial support, at the national and regional levels, to 
the activities identified in the programme of work. 

“Dry and sub-humid lands” Not applicable 

 
188. Has your country integrated actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands 
into its national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of 
the UNCCD? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VII/2) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands integrated 
into national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of the 
UNCCD. 

 

 
189. Has your country undertaken measures to ensure synergistic/collaborative implementation of 
the programme of work between the national UNCCD process and other processes under related 
environmental conventions? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VII/2) 

a) No  

b) Yes, some linkages established (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, extensive linkages established (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures to ensure the synergistic/collaborative implementation of the 
programme of work between the national UNCCD processes and other processes under related 
environmental conventions. 
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Programme Part A: Assessment  

190. Has your country assessed and analyzed information on the state of dryland biological diversity 
and the pressures on it, disseminated existing knowledge and best practices, and filled knowledge 
gaps in order to determine adequate activities? (Decision V/23, Part A: Assessment, Operational 
objective, activities 1 to 6) 

a) No  

b) No, but assessment is ongoing   

c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive assessment undertaken (please provide details 
 below) 

 

Further comments on the relevant information on assessments of the status and trends and 
dissemination of existing knowledge and best practices. 

 

 
Programme Part B: Targeted Actions  

191. Has your country taken measures to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the 
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 
arising out of the utilization of its genetic resources, and to combat the loss of biological diversity in 
dry and sub-humid lands and its socio-economic consequences? (part B of annex I of decision V/23, 
activities 7 to 9) 

a) No  

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the 
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 
arising out of the utilization of its genetic resources, and to combat the loss of biological diversity in 
dry and sub-humid lands and its socio-economic consequences. 

 

 
192. Has your country taken measures to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities, 
to enhance the implementation of the programme of work? 

a) No x 

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)  

c) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, all identified capacity needs met (please provide details below)  

Further comments on measures taken to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities, to 
enhance the implementation of the programme of work. 

 

Box LXXII.  
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Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

 

 

  

MMoouunnttaaiinn  BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  

Programme Element 1. Direct actions for conservation, sustainable use ad benefit sharing 

193. Has your country taken any measures to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key 
threats to mountain biodiversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key 
threats to mountain biodiversity 

Only for the birdlife where prevention of rats and regulation of bird catch is introduced through 
legislation.  
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194. Has your country taken any measures to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures taken to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity 

Some legislative protection of birds. Apart from that only preliminary work – research and monitoring 
- is done for further protection of mountain biodiversity.  

 

  

195. Has your country taken any measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological 
resources and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological resources 
and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems 

Very little, see no. 193 and 194. The Faroe Islands has maintained the old indigenous sustainable 
catching methods for bird catch. 

 

  

196. Has your country taken any measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of 
mountain genetic resources, including preservation and maintenance of traditional knowledge? 

a) No  

b) No, but some measures are being considered  

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)  

Further comments on the measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of mountain 
genetic resources 

Old traditional sharing methods are partly maintained.  

 

  

Programme Element 2. Means of implementation for conservation,  

Sustainable use and benefit sharing 

197. Has your country developed any legal, policy and institutional framework for conservation and 
sustainable use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing this programme of work? 

a) No             x 

b) No, but relevant frameworks are being developed 
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c) Yes, some frameworks are in place (please provide details below) 

d) Yes, comprehensive frameworks are in place (please provide details 
below) 

Further comments on the legal, policy and institutional frameworks for conservation and sustainable 
use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing the programme of work on mountain biodiversity. 

 

  

198. Has your country been involved in regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on 
mountain ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity? 

a) No       X 

b) No, but some cooperation frameworks are being considered 

c) Yes (please provide details below) 

Further information on the regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on mountain 
ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity 

 

  

Programme Element 3. Supporting actions for conservation,  

sustainable use and benefit sharing 

199. Has your country taken any measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of 
mountain biological diversity? 

a) No  

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) x 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below)  

Further comments on the measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of mountain 
biodiversity 

 Ongoing research and monitoring of mountain ecosystems on flora and fauna. 
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200. Has your country taken any measures for improving research, technical and scientific 
cooperation and capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity? 

a) No        

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development 

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)   x 

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

Further comments on the measures for improving research, technical and scientific cooperation and 
capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity 

Two programmes are conducted: The International Tundra Experiment (ITEX) and a project 
concerning vulnerability of mountain vegetation in relation to climate. 

 
201. Has your country taken any measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate 
technologies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems? 

a) No X 

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development  

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)  

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on the measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate 
technologies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems 

 

 

Box LXXIII.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions 
specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

A better knowledge and better data on the biodiversity in mountain areas. Red lists on birds and 
vascular plants are made. A status book (national report) of biodiversity on the Faroe Islands will soon 
be published. In the terrestrial field the Convention has gotten a leadership role, the capacity to 
implement the Convention has been slightly improved and the work has led to a bit more 
understanding of the need for at advantages in conservation of biodiversity. No further actions have 
been taken towards specific conservation like no actions are taken to elaborate national biodiversity 
plans or strategies. This mainly due to a lack of money and institutional weakness.  

 

  
EE..  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN  
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202. Has your country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in order to prepare 
for Convention meetings and enhance implementation of the Convention? (decision V/20) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)   

Further comments on the regional and subregional activities in which your country has been 
involved. 

 

 

 

  

203. Is your country strengthening regional and subregional cooperation, enhancing integration and 
promoting synergies with relevant regional and subregional processes? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No X 

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on regional and subregional cooperation and processes. 

 

 

 

 

The following question (204) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

204. Is your country supporting the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the 
development of regional and subregional networks or processes? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) No, but programmes are under development  

c) Yes, included in existing cooperation frameworks (please provide 
details below)  

d) Yes, some cooperative activities ongoing (please provide details 
below) 

 

Further comments on support for the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the 
development of regional and subregional networks or processes. 

 

 

 

 
205. Is your country working with other Parties to strengthen the existing regional and subregional 
mechanisms and initiatives for capacity-building? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) Yes   
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206. Has your country contributed to the assessment of the regional and subregional mechanisms 
for implementation of the Convention? (decision VI/27 B) 

a) No  

b) Yes (please provide details below)  

Further comments on contribution to the assessment of the regional and subregional mechanisms. 

 

 

Box LXXIV.  

Please elaborate below on the implementation of the above decisions specifically focusing on: 

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken; 

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention; 

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target; 

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

f) constraints encountered in implementation. 

 

  
FF..  CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS  OONN  TTHHEE  FFOORRMMAATT  

 

Box LXXV.  

Please provide below recommendations on how to improve this reporting format. 

The format is fine. The questions on the articles are very broad and complex, and could profitably be 
more specific to prevent reiteration. Alternatively the scheme could be shortened.  

 

- - - - - - 

 


