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Dear Mr, Zedan,

In reply to your letter of 22 January 2001 1 would like to submit views on Global Str_ateéy:fbr

 Plant Conservation-and The Gran Canatia Declaration,
Please find cnclosed text.
Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.
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Deputy Director
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GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR PLANT CONSERVATION

The Polish Pary has carefully analyzed the document “The Gran Canaria
Declaration™. Having managed the consultations with the representatives of secientifie
circles and practitioners from the botanic gardens and museums of Nature, we may
state, that we warmly support the assumptiong of the Gran Canaria Declaration. as
well as Global Strategy for Plant Conservation included in the decision V/10 made
during the Conferénce of the Parties Convention on Biclogical Diversity.

. “The Gran Canaria Declaration” is a key important dacument to undertake new
actions in the framework of piant diversity protection, since it treats these issues in a
complex manner regarding the tendsngies undergoing at the turn of XX-th. and XXI-
st. cénturies. . .

The Declaration was prepared by the world society of botanic gardens within
the circles of the most outstanding representatives of this society ied by professor
Peter H. Raven. The botanic gardens, aiso including the Polish gardens, played a
very important role in the range of protection of the plants threatened with extinction

having an economical significance. Until now the botanic gardens focused their main
attention to the wild plants grown in the natural environment, but little attention was
paid to crop and usable plants. Of course, there were some exceptions. For example,
one of the Polish botanic gardens has been conducting the parallet activities aiming

genera (perennial and one-year), so-called local forms and old variety of rye. The
second very precious collection is the Malys collection covering about 200 varietieg of
apple-trees cultivated in the historical Polish lands from the end of XVi-th century to
the 30-ties ‘of XX-th century. The coliection of wild species including all corn plants
has a great researching and educational significance. :
The second field of activities determined in the Declaration “covering
researches, manitoring and collecting information from the scope of plant diversity is
considered as very important. All thege four principles of this field are significant for a.
complex approach to researching sphere of plant diversity. The activities in this field
are conducted in the Poiish territory for a long time, especially in the fieid of
researching the plants threatened with extinction, or the documentation of floral
diversity both in the areag distinguished with high natural values as well as in those
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- and utilization of existing potential products, which can be offered due to biolagical
diversity. There is a possibility of conducting activities in favor of less. known or
forgotten plants — curative, decorative or horticultural, sa-called aiternative.

The forth areas is also important, since it is devoted to education and rising
ecological awarsness of the society. In Poland different activities are conducted in
this field (e.g. exhibitions, publishing, radio and TV broadcasts, conferences,
workshops, lectures, demonstration, didactic paths). The betanic gardens and
museums of Nature, national park and state farest workers play an important role.

The Yast, fifth area of activities is also important. This area concerns the global
conditions of strategy implementation. It ic hecessary to cooperate with all natisns to
protect the global nature heritage of the entire humanity. Poland accerding io its
potential. measures will do its best in order to carry out the resolutions of the
Declaration. : '
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