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[Thank you for your notification letter, which was referanced to the above with
|

iregards to tha above subject. | wish to acknowiedge the good effort that have

1

lbeen input into the Gran Canaria Daclaration calling for a Global Program for

1

Plant Conservation. However, just a minor comment for your kind consideration

iand necessary action, should it seen fit by your good office.
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Referring to Decision V/10 Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, paragraph 4
which begins with Taking note of the proposal contained in the Gran Canaria
Declaration ... ... of the IUCN Species Sufvival Gommission, | would be happy to
comment that we do not have grudges against this whole paragraph. However,
now that the Gran Canaria Declaration (UNEP/CBD/COP/5/INF/32) would be
noted in the Glabal Strategy for Plant Conservation, Kiribati would be more
comfortable if inserted somewhere, in bullet point 4 under the Integrated ex
situ and in situ conservation, special needs of smaif isiand states

particularly those Pacific Island States with poor geographic setting.

Kiribati may not be fertile, however we do have our own category of indigenous
plant species that are of equally direct economic and medicinal imponant. Please
consider also the fact that a particular species of plant, for instance a pandanus
tree or screw ping, may not be of great imporiance to other bigger nations like
New Zealand or volcanic islands such as Fiji or Tonga. However, for smaller
coral nations like Kiribati, this is a particular species, which has great economic,
¢uitural and pharmaceutical values to the peopie living therein. The species
concemied is also under increasingly threat from over-exploitation by the native

people.

The main elements of such a Strateqgy as laid out in the Gran Canaria
Declaration are general and this could also undermine those species, which are

of great significance to small island nations like Kiribati.
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I hope the comments provided herein are helpful and constructive for your good

work and | ook forward to hearing from you soon with regard to these comments.

Thank you.

AT D

Ms Nenenteiti Teariki

(Biodiversity & Conservation Officer for Permanent Secretary, Environment

& Social Development).



