
 

 
Practical principle 13: The costs of management and 
conservation of biological diversity should be internalized within 
the area of management and reflected in the distribution of the 
benefits from the use. (8)  
 
Rationale:  
 
The management and conservation of natural resources incurs costs. If these 
costs are not adequately covered then management will decline and the amount 
and value of the natural resources may also decline. It is necessary to ensure 
that some of the benefits from use flow to the local natural resource management 
authorities so that essential management to sustain the resources is maintained. 
Such benefits may be direct, such as entrance fees from visitors to a national 
park paid directly to, and retained by, the park management authority or indirect, 
such as stumpage tax revenue from timber harvesting paid by loggers that flows 
through a national treasury to a local forest service. In some cases licence fees 
for fishing rights are paid directly to the management authority, or to the national 
treasury.  
 
Operational guidelines:  
 

 Ensure that national policies do not provide subsidies that mask true costs 
of management;  

 Ensure that harvest levels and quotas are set according to information 
provided by the monitoring system, not the economic needs of the 
management system;  

 Provide guidelines for resource managers to calculate and report the real 
cost of management in their business plans;  

 Create other alternative mechanisms to invest revenues from biodiversity 
management;  

 Provide economic incentives for managers who have already internalized 
environmental costs, e.g., certification to access new markets, waiver or 
deferral of taxes in lieu of environmental investment, promotion of “green-
labelling” for marketing.  

 
(8)See the operational guidance for the application of the ecosystem approach (decision V/6, 
annex, section C, para. 11). 


