
 

 
Practical principle 11: Users of biodiversity components should 
seek to minimize waste and adverse environmental impact and 
optimize benefits from uses.  
 
Rationale:  
 
Users should seek to optimize management and to improve selectivity of 
extractive uses through environmentally friendly techniques, so that waste and 
environmental impacts are minimized, and socio-economic and ecological 
benefits from uses are optimized.  
 
Operational guidelines: 
 

 Eliminate perverse incentives and provide economic incentives for 
resource managers to invest in development and/or use of more 
environmentally friendly techniques, e.g., tax exemptions, funds available 
for productive practices, lower loan interest rates, certification for 
accessing new markets;  

 Establish technical cooperation mechanisms in order to guarantee the 
transfer of improved technologies to communities;  

 Endeavour to have an independent review of harvests to ensure that 
greater efficiencies in harvest or other extractive uses do not have a 
deleterious impact on the status of the resource being used or its 
ecosystem;  

 Identify inefficiencies and costs in current methods;  
 Conduct research and development into improved methods;  
 Promote or encourage establishment of agreed industry and third party 
quality standards of biodiversity component processing and management 
at the international and national levels;  

 Promote more efficient, ethical and humane use of components of 
biodiversity, within local and national contexts, and reduce collateral 
damage to biodiversity.  

 


