
 

 
Practical principle 14: Education and public awareness 
programmes on conservation and sustainable use should be 
implemented and more effective methods of communications 
should be developed between and among stakeholders and 
managers.  
 
Rationale:  
 
To ensure that people are aware of the connectivity between different parts of 
biological diversity, its relevance to human life, and the effects of uses it is 
advisable to provide means to engage people in education and awareness of the 
opportunities and constraints of sustainable use. It is also important to educate 
people on the relationship of sustainable use and the other two objectives of the 
Convention. An important way to achieve sustainable use of biological diversity 
would be to have in place effective means for communications between all 
stakeholders. Such communications will also facilitate availability of the best (and 
new) information about the resource.  
 
Operational guidelines: 
 

 Plan education and public-awareness activities concerning: management, 
values of sustainable use, changing consumptive patterns and the value 
of biodiversity in the lives of people;  

 Ensure that public-awareness programmes also inform and guide decision 
makers;  

 Target all levels of the chain of production and consumption with such 
communications;  

 Report lessons learned about sustainable use activities to the clearing-
house mechanism of the Convention on Biological Diversity;  

 Encourage and facilitate communication of lessons learned and best 
practices to other nations;  

 Ensure that resource users report to government on their activities in a 
manner that facilitates broader communications;  

 Increase awareness of the contributions of knowledge, practices and 
innovations of indigenous and local communities for the sustainable use of 
biological diversity.  

 


