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Practical principle 12: The needs of indigenous and local
communities who live with and are affected by the use and
conservation of Dbiological diversity, along with their
contributions to its conservation and sustainable use, should be
reflected in the equitable distribution of the benefits from the
use of those resources.

Rationale:

Indigenous and local communities and local stakeholders often shoulder
significant costs or forgo benefits of potential use of biological diversity, in order
to ensure or enhance benefits accruing to others. Many resources (e.g., timber,
fisheries) are over-exploited because regulations are ignored and not enforced.
When local people are involved as stakeholders such violations are generally
reduced. Management regimes are enhanced when constructive programmes
that benefit local communities are implemented, such as capacity training that
can provide income alternatives, or assistance in diversifying their management
capacities.

Operational guidelines:

« Promote economic incentives that will guarantee additional benefits to
indigenous and local communities and stakeholders who are involved in
the management of any biodiversity components, e.g., job opportunities
for local peoples, equal distribution of returns amongst locals and outside
investors/co-management;

« Adopt policies and regulations that ensure that indigenous and local
communities and local stakeholders who are engaged in the management
of a resource for sustainable use receive an equitable share of any
benefits derived from that use;

« Ensure that national policies and regulation for sustainable use recognize
and account for non-monetary values of natural resources;

« Consider ways to bring uncontrolled use of biological resources into a
legal and sustainable use framework, including promoting alternative non-
consumptive uses of these resources;

« Ensure that an equitable share of the benefits remain with the local people
in those cases where foreign investment is involved;
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s Involve local stakeholders, including indigenous and local communities, in
the management of any natural resource and provide those involved with
equitable compensation for their efforts, taking into account monetary and
non-monetary benefits;

s« In the event that management dictates a reduction in harvest levels, to the
extent practicable assistance should be provided for local stakeholders,
including indigenous and local communities, who are directly dependent
on the resource to have access to alternatives.



