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Practical principle 1: Supportive policies, laws, and institutions
are in place at all levels of governance and there are effective
linkages between these levels.

Rationale:

There is need to have congruence in policies and laws at all levels of governance
associated with a particular use. For example, when an international agreement
adopts a policy regarding use of biodiversity, nationalX laws must be compatible
if sustainability is to be enhanced. There must be clear and effective linkages
between different jurisdictional levels to enable a “pathway” to be developed
which allows timely and effective response to unsustainable use and allows
sustainable use of a resource to proceed from collection or harvest through to
final use without unnecessary impediment. In most cases the primary means for
achieving congruence between local and international levels of governance
should be through national governments.

Operational guidelines

« Consider local customs and traditions (and customary law where
recognized) when drafting new legislation and regulations;

« ldentify existing and develop new supportive incentives measures,
policies, laws and institutions, as required, within the jurisdiction in which a
use will take place, also taking into account Articles 8(j) and 10(c), as
appropriate;

s« Identify any overlaps, omissions and contradictions in existing laws and
policies and initiate concrete actions to resolve them;

« Strengthen and/or create cooperative and supportive linkages between all
levels of governance in order to avoid duplication of efforts or
inconsistencies.

Wit is recognized that, throughout the principles, rationale and operational guidelines, the term
“national” may mean either national or, as appropriate in some countries, subnational



