
 

 
Practical principle 8: There should be arrangements for 
international cooperation where multinational decision-making 
and coordination are needed.  

 
Rationale:  
 
If a biodiversity resource is transboundary between two or more countries then it 
is advisable to have a bilateral or multilateral agreement between those states to 
determine how the resource will be used and in what amounts. Absence of such 
agreements can lead to each state implementing separate management regimes 
which, when taken together, may mean that the resource is over-utilized.  
 
Operational guidelines: 
 

 Make arrangements for international cooperation when the distribution of 
populations or communities/habitats being used span two or more nations;  

 Promote multinational technical committees to prepare recommendations 
for the sustainable use of transboundary resources;  

 Have bilateral or multilateral agreements between or among the States for 
the sustainable use of transboundary resources;  

 Establish mechanisms involving the collaborating states to ensure that 
sustainable use of transboundary resources does not negatively impact 
the ecosystem capacity and resilience.  

 


