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Practical principle 9: An interdisciplinary, participatory approach
should be applied at the appropriate levels of management and
governance related to the use.

Rationale:

Sustainability of use depends on biological parameters of the resources being
utilized. However, it is recognized that social, cultural, political and economic
factors are equally important. It is therefore necessary to take such factors into
consideration and involve indigenous and local communities and stakeholders,
including and the private sector, and the people experienced in these different
fields, at all levels of the decision making process.

Operational guidelines:

« Consider providing mechanisms that encourage interdisciplinary
cooperation in management of biodiversity components;

« Set standards for resource management activities that promote
interdisciplinary consultations;

s« Facilitate communication and exchange of information between all levels
of decision-making;

« I[dentify all relevant stakeholders and seek their participation in planning
and executing of management activities;

« Take account of socio-economic, political, biological, ecological,
institutional, religious and cultural factors that could influence the
sustainability of the management;

« Seek guidance from local, traditional and technical specialists in designing
the management plan;

« Provide adequate channels of negotiations so that potential conflicts
arising from the participatory involvement of all people can be quickly and
satisfactorily resolved.



