'1-|_l

fmS WO

ITPGR

Practical principle 6: Interdisciplinary research into all aspects
of the use and conservation of biological diversity should be
promoted and supported.

Rationale:

International conventions and national decisions that affect use should always
apply the best information on which to base decisions and be aware of the local
circumstances where a use is undertaken. In addition, there is need to ensure
that research is supported into the biological and ecological requirements of the
species to ensure that the use remains within the capacity of the species and
ecosystem to sustain that use. Further, to enhance incentives that promote
sustainability, there would be value in investing in research to open up new
economic opportunities for stakeholders.

Operational guidelines

s Ensure that the results of research inform and guide international, national
policies and decisions;

« Invest in research into techniques and technologies of management of
biodiversity components that promote sustainability in both consumptive
and non-consumptive uses of biodiversity;

« Encourage active collaboration between scientific researchers and people
with local and traditional knowledge;

« Encourage international support and technology transfer, relating to both
consumptive and non-consumptive uses of biodiversity;

« Develop cooperation between researchers and biodiversity users (private
or local communities), in particular, involve indigenous and local
communities as research partners and use their expertise to assess
management methods and technologies;

« Investigate and develop effective ways to improve environmental
education and awareness, to encourage public participation and to
stimulate the involvement of stakeholders in biodiversity management and
sustainable use of resources;

« Investigate and develop means of ensuring rights of access and methods
for helping to ensure that the benefits derived from using components of
biodiversity are equitably shared;
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4 Make research results available in a form which decision makers, users,
and other stakeholders can apply;

« Promote exchange programmes in scientific and technical areas.



