Inter-Parliamentary Union unanimously adopts a resolution affirming the role of parliaments in preserving biological diversity 

In its 111th session the Interparliamentary Union unanimously adopted a resolution that affirmed the role of parliaments in preserving biological diversity, focusing on a number of key areas of the work of the CBD including: 

· A call for all states to ratify or accede to the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, and to take more effective action in implementing the Convention, in order to achieve the target set by the World Summit on Sustainable Development of reducing significantly the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010; 

· A call for countries to foster the ecosystem approach developed by the Convention as a key concept for integrated management of land, water and living resources 

· the need to immediately implement the provisions for a programme of work on protected areas, particularly in marine ecosystems; 

· encouragement to countries to commit themselves to the establishment of an international regime on access and benefit sharing; 

· a call for coordination of efforts by government to reduce the loss of biodiversity on the high seas. 

· An urging for countries to provide the resources and commitment to increase public awareness of biodiversity and biodiversity conservation. 

· A call for governments to promote cooperation and harmonization at all levels to achieve greater synergies. 

The full text of the resolution is available at http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/111/111-2.htm . 

As part of the preparations for the Assembly, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity prepared a background paper on the role of parliaments in the preservation of biological diversity. A copy of this is available here.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
