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Statement by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
on the occasion of World Food Day 2004
On behalf of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity I welcome the initiative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to dedicate World Food Day 2004 to the theme of "biodiversity for food security.” The chosen theme provides an appreciated emphasis on the essential role of biodiversity in achieving the targets set by the World Food Conference and the first goal, and second target of the Millennium Development Goal of reducing the incidence of hunger by half, by the year 2015.

Let me also congratulate FAO on the entry into force of the Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture earlier this year.  The new treaty is a welcome addition to the frameworks facilitating access to and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits of the genetic resources of the world’s major food crops.  It will go a long way in providing for greater, more sustainable food production.

The theme for the International Day for Biological Diversity in 2004, “Biodiversity:  Food, Water and Health for All” was chosen to demonstrate the role of biological diversity in providing the basic ecosystem services that humans need for their survival – clean water, a variety of foods, and all the elements needed for a healthy life. This theme is inspired by the work connected with the “WEHAB initiative” –coordinated action on water, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity, called for by the UN Secretary-General in the lead up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.  

The contribution of biodiversity to food security and nutrition is very clear. Biodiversity provides the plant, animal and microbial genetic resources for food production. Biodiversity supplies the elements of a diverse diet that has direct health benefits.  Biodiversity makes possible essential ecosystem functions such as soil fertilization, nutrient recycling, pest and disease regulation, erosion control and crop pollination.

At the ecosystem level, biodiversity is important not only in providing what we eat, but in helping us to produce what we eat.  Good management of biodiversity in agricultural ecosystems can save large amounts of money, reduce damages to the environment and avoid harmful residues in food.  

Since agricultural landscapes now occupy 38% of the earth’s land area, the maintenance of biodiversity within these areas is an important part of a strategy for biodiversity conservation.

At the species level, biodiversity ensures that there is an available supply of a variety of foodstuffs that complement main energy staples such as wheat, rice, soy and maize, and provide complementary proteins and micronutrients.

At the genetic level, diversity in major food crops is crucial for ensuring their resilience, both against disease and climatic variation.  This genetic diversity also provides the basis for nutritional diversity.  

The tremendous loss of biodiversity across a variety of agricultural and other ecosystems today should therefore be of grave concern.  Extinction rates among in the world’s freshwater and marine fish species are unprecedented.  An increasingly small number of crop species dominate food production and an overwhelmingly large percentage of our animal food supply comes from just 14 mammal and bird species. There has been a substantial reduction in crop genetic diversity in the field and many livestock breeds are threatened with extinction. 

At its seventh meeting in Kuala Lumpur, earlier this year the Conference of the Parties to the Convention and Biological Diversity noted the linkage between biodiversity, food and nutrition and the need to enhance sustainable use of biodiversity to combat hunger and malnutrition, and thereby contribute to target 2 of goal 1 of the Millennium Development Goals, called for a cross-cutting initiative on biodiversity for food and nutrition

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has played a lead role in the development of the programme of work on agricultural biological diversity under the Convention on Biological Diversity.  We look forward to continued collaboration in our future work towards guaranteeing food security and nutrition for all.
Hamdallah Zedan
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