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INTRODUCTION

The Government of the Republic of Albania has ratified th€onvention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) on January5, 1994 and therefore is obliged and committed to
implementing the requirements of the Convention and the Decisions of the CBD Conference
of Parties. Albania as a part of this convention has taken measures in the implementation
of the Convention.
The Naional Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) approved by the Council of
Minister in 2000 was the first document on biodiversity for the 20002015 period. The
Strategy definedthe main directions for preserving biodiversity and habitats, through thé
identification and proclamation as protected areas, and through the protection of species
inside and outside protected areas.
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V Protection and improvement of biological and landscape diversity

V Incorporation of principles and policies required for sustainable biodiversity use

and management

V Promotion of sustainable development for present and future generation.
Since the time of the Strategy and Action Plan on Biodiversity theountry has made
progress in terms of bodiversity protection through the formulation of the institutional
and legal framework, and their enforcement in practicand alsothrough the formulation of
environmental legislation and natureprotection and raising public awareness

Country overview

Biodiversity and ecosystem services

Albania possesses a wide range of ecological systems including coastal zones, estuaries and
lagoons, lakes and wetlands, grasslands, midelealtitude coppice forests, high altitude

forests, alpine vegetation and gllcareasThis variety of ecosystems allows the country to host

a high diversity of habitats and speci es. For
|l and about 26% and pastures about 15% ( Minist
high mountains and deep valleys ensure rich and diverse vegetation with about 3,200 species of
vascular plants and 2,350 species of-mascular plants. Medicinal plants (botanicals) and-non

timber forest products have a long history of importance icutiere and traditional lawledge

of Albania The country also hosts 15,600 species of invertebrates and vertebrates, and is an
important migration route for birds (Ministry of Environment of Albania, 2014).

The Protected Areas network of the country inaseased considerably starting since 2005, with
nowadays 18,85 % of the territory being protected. The total number of protected areas is 798
(including nature monuments and one marine protected area), covering an area of 28 than
thousandhectaresn the country. Albania also hosts 4 Ramsar sites of maglaf international
importance.




Geographic profile

Covering an area of 28,745 knAlbania is a small country situated in soetistern Europe, in

the western part of Balkan Peninsula, facing Alugiatic Sea and the lonian Sea. Albania is
bordered byMontenegro in the northwest, Kosovo in the northeast, Macedonia in the west and
Greece in the south (Figure. 9he length of its coastline on the AdriaticaSand the lonian Sea

is 476 km.

It is classified as a country with high disaster risk, ranking 40 out of 170 countries (World Risk
Report, 2016)Meteorological events such as rain, storms and heat waves are the most common
natural hazards in Albania (34% of the total), followed by forest fi2d84], floods and flash
floods (22%) and landslides (15%). Expected climate change scenario predicts a rise in mean
temperature and a change in precipitation patterns in the country (Ministry of Environment of
Albania 2002). As a consequence, Albania valté the effects of climate change with seasonal
increasing temperatures and decreasing precipitation, which will lead to more frequent floods. It
is also anticipated that rising temperatures will increase the number of hailstorm days in summer,
as well aghe frequency and intensity of hot days and heat waves, ultimately le¢admgher

risk of forest fires.

Albania has three primary topographical areas: a coastal plain, an interior mountainous region,
and an interior plain. The interior of the countrymsstly mountainous, with about 70 % of the

land above 300 m (Metaj, 2009), and approximately 36% is densely forested (Ministry of
Environment of Albania, 2014). The medium altitude of the country is 708m above the sea
level, with its highest point locadeat 2751m altitude (Korabi Mountain). The altitude declines
moving from the east to the west of the country, and this determines the conditions of the
climate, land, and vegetation (GRIDA & Dedej, 2000).
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SECTION |
INFORMATION ON THE TARGETS BEING PURSUEDAT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

If your country has set and/or adopted national targets or equivalent commitments related to the Strategic
Plan for Bodiversity 20112020 please use the following template to describe them. Please complete this
templ ate for each of your countryés national targ
to section lll so that progress in their implemeiotatcan be assessed. If your country has not set or
adopted any national targets related to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity@PQJlease indicate so in

the first box and move to section II.

The main strategic document on the protection of biodivet vy i n Al bani a i s tF
Strategic Policies on Biodiversity Pr-20iSecti on
and was approved by Government Decree No. 31, dated 20.1.2016. This document identifies the
national targets, fully inlinewit gl o b a | biodiversity fAAichi o ta
document seven national targets are formulated for Albania, to be achieved by 2020.

In order to achieve the general scope of this strategic policy document, several priorities, goals
andnational specific targets on biodiversity have beggtermined.

I n |'ine with the gl obal objectives of AAIT chi

Strategic Plan on Biodiversity for the period until 2020, and in a broader context of UN Decade
on Biodiversity 20112020, the following national objectives were identified:

1. By 202Q to ensure approximation and implementation of EU acquis in the area of natural
protection.

2. By the end of 2015 there should be a strategic document on biodiversity (DSPEP),

revised and adoptddin line with target 17, Aichi;

3. By 202Q 17 % of terrestrial areas and 6% of marine and coastal areas to be designated as
Protected Areas and to be managed in a sustainable integrated approach. Introduction of
the ecological nationaletwork of Albania, as an integral part of the Pan European
Ecological Network (PEEN)) in line with target 11 of Aichi;

4, Rehabilitation of at least 15 % of the degraded areas through conservation and

restoration activitied in line with Aichi biodiversitytargetsi this will be attained
through implementation of management plans for protected areas and through

implementation of action plans for species, and especially for habitats;




5. More sustainable Agriculture and forestry activities in line with biodivergy
objectives;
6. Implementation of Nagoya Protocol on access and sharing of genetic resources and
profits from their usé in line with target 16 of Aichi;

7. Raising awareness on biodiversity in line with target 1, Aichi.

One of the national objectivedready met is that of the Nagoya Protocol on the ratiioe of

ABS ' Aichi, target 16, while the process of enforcement in the country-goy.

Other sector objectives related to protection of nature include:

w Addressing causes of loss of biodiveyrsit

w Reducing direct pressure on biodiversity and promoting sustainable development

w Improving implementation through participatory planning, management of knowledge and
capacity building

w Increasing benefits for all from biodiversity and ecosystem services

w Improving biodiversity status, while preserving the ecosystems, species and genetic diversity

There are nine national biodiversity objectives (NBOSs), classified in four priorities that include
the necessary steps towards achieving objectives of 2020. Teewmeant for attaining the
general scope of the Strategy and for contributing in its vision. All NBOs are deemed to be of
high priority. Figure 7 is a description of the focus group on national biodiversity with four

priorities. Nine NBOs were translatettd 38 specific targets.

They will help interested parties and national authorities in taking priority actions, and be
implemented at least by 2020. During implementation of this strategic document, authorities
should pay particular attention to infornwet, inclusion and participation of actors. This shall
mean that there would be consultation and cooperation among different actors, and would
enhance support and promote implementation of the Strategy. Cooperation and partnership with
stakeholder group®f concrete projects related to concrete projects regarding strategy objectives
will help in raising their interest (for e.g. legal framework on thematic topics, joint studies). A
short list of the main stakeholders for the implementation is given for seatlegic objective.

The list of institutional actors on topics of biodiversity in Albania is presented in Annex 14.




I. Information on the targets being pursued at the national level

X My country has adopted national biodiversity targetsguivalent commitments in line with the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2032020 and the Aichi Targets

or

[_] My country has not adopted national biodiversity targets and is reporting progress using the A
Biodiversity Targets for reffence. (Move to section Il. In section lll, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
should be used for the purpose of this report as the national targets and progress should be assé¢
towards their achievement in the national context.)

National Target (Please se the official title, if available
By the end of 2015there should be a strategic document on biodiversity (DSPEP), revisg
adopted in line with Aichi target 17.

Rationale for the national target

The National Strategy on Biodiversity and its actiplans are the key instruments for
implementation of the Convention (CBD) at the national level. The Convention requireg
the member states to draft a national Strategy on Biodiversity (or any other equ
instrument) and asks them to makeesthat this strategy is an integral part of the planning
activities of all the sectors whose activities may have a (favorable or adverse) img
biodiversity.

The document will run a full assessment of the content, adoptability, implementatig
effectiveness of the existing SAPB and in light of this assessment there w
recommendations for the steps that will need to be taken to make sure that the Docu
Strategic Policies on Biodiversity Protection fulfils its role as a key mechanisnthéc
implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan on Biological Diversity2202Th
with particular focus on marine aspects of biodiversity.

Level of application (Please specify the level to which the target applies):

[] Regnal/multilaterali please indicate area concerned
X] National/federal
[] Subnational please indicate area concerned




Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity TargetfLinks between national targets
ard Aichi Biodiversity Targets.)

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the national target is wholly or partially related. Parties can select an entire target or a target com
(not shown klow))

[J1[] e[ ]11[]16
(12 [] 7112 X 17
[13[] 8[]13[]18
[]4 ] 9[J14[]19
05 [J10[] 15 []20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please selecne or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to whic
the national target is indirectly related.)

1] 6[J11[]16
X2 ] 70012 []17
03 s[J13[]18
4[] 9[]14[]19
5 []10[]15[]20

0]

or

] National target has no corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Target or relates to other parts of the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversify please explain

Other relevant information (Please use this field to pide any other relevant information, such as {
process of developing and adopting the national target, the stakeholders involved or the strategi¢
plans in which this national target has been included.)

The Document of Strategic Policies on BiodivigrProtection,was drafted and consulted with

stakeholders during 2042D15,including line ministries that could contribute to its implementation
mainstreaming into sectoral policies of biodiversity. The Strategic Docuarghtwas approved b
Gowvernment Decree no. 31, of 20.1.2016n¢c8 its adoptiorby Governmentin January 2016this
documenthasbeen the main driver of plans and programmes being implemented at the national
Albania.

Relevant websites, web links, and file@Please usthis field to indicate any relevant websites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this national target can be found.)

https://www.mjedisi.qgov.al/wpcontent/uploads/2018/05/Dokumenti-PolitikaveStrateqgjikeper-
Mbrojtjen-e-Biodiversitetit.pdf



https://www.mjedisi.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Dokumenti-i-Politikave-Strategjike-per-Mbrojtjen-e-Biodiversitetit.pdf
https://www.mjedisi.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Dokumenti-i-Politikave-Strategjike-per-Mbrojtjen-e-Biodiversitetit.pdf

[I. Information on the targets being pursued at the national level

X My countryhas adopted national biodiversity targets or equivalent commitments in line with th
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2032020 and the Aichi Targets
or

(] My country has not adopted national biodiversity targets and is reporting pragiggshe Aichi
Biodiversity Targets for reference. (Move to section Il. In section lll, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
should be used for the purpose of this report as the national targets and progress should be assé¢
towards their achievement in thational context.)

National Target (Please use the official title, if availaple
By 202Q 17 % of terrestrial areas and 6% of marine and coastal areas to be desigr
Protected Areas and to be managed in a sustainable integrated approach. Introfiubsg
ecological national network of Albania, as an integral part of the Pan European Eco
Network (PEENY in line with target 11 of Aichi;
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Rationale for the national target

Actually, the majority of Protected marine areas are mainly coastal @mgsone protecte(
marine area) and a number of coastal areas are still unprotected, despite their key ec
social and economic role at the national level, or for the Mediterranean. Approximately §
the currently coastal protected areas laynglthe Adriatic coastline that is an indication of
low number of protected areas along the lonian coast. The existing maritime protecte
(MPAS) in Albania cannot be described as part of an ecological network, but are rathe
systems thatwould need to generate a sustainable and coherent network, in pat
integration of some MPAs in the open sea. The implementation of this objective shoul
line with the management of maritime protected areas and Coastal Areas Intg
ManagemenStrategy.
The objective of each MPA should be in line with the health and sustainability of biodiy
and ecosystems of certain areas, in order to contribute to biodiversity and health of ecos
the national and international level.

Albaniahasb een wor ki ng on the protected areas de
the country has made significant progress, especially in the period since 2005. The progress
until 2015 was assessed to be in line with CBD and Aichi 11whstdeveloped further to be fully

line with global biodiversity targets.

After international consultations with the experts and stakeholders, it was envisaged the count
reach the 17 % global target by 2020.

Protected areas may offer multiplenefits for the conservation of biodiversity and sustain
development. They assist in the protection of natural resources and areas of cyttortzainos
on which local andtherpopulations depend.

So far, the network of protected areas covers 16,61 e country, that represents differe
systems and objectives of ecological importance and should reach up to 17%, in lir
international commitments. This is an ambitious, but realistic objective for Albania. F
protection of species and awhted varieties and wild species similar to them, it will
necessary to introduce a protective system outside protected areas that will be improve
integrated plan for planning and use afdaEven though, this has natrbapplied so far, it i
very important for promoting protection of biodiversity in private territories.

According to the UNDP report on "Protected areas, evaluation of marine biodiversity ga
|l egislation in Albaniad UNDP 2010, NM@aLrise
being eroded at a rate of 1. 59 metres/annudllgxpedited to the removal of gravel and s:
for the purposes of construction industry, uncontrolled development along the

deforestation of large coastal areas (even within protected areds)development o
agriculture. Increased migration in coastal areas has led to uncontrolled exploitation of
and marine resources. Other threats include: -fisking, illicit collection of crustacearn
uncontrolled hunting of migratory birds, exttiag sand from the seabed, plans for drilling 4
potential exploitation of oil along the coast, invasive species and pollution of marine and
waters, especially the wetlands. Addressing pressure coming from these activities v
complex statetsucture is an important comprehensive management issue.
Objectiveof 6 % of protected coastal and marine areas is less than 10 % of Aichi targe
managed protected coastal and marine areas represented a tested methodology
conservation of hatats and populations.

11




Level of application (Please specify the level to which the target applies):

[ ] Regional/multilateral please indicate area concerned
X] National/federal
[] Subnational please indicate area concerned

Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity TargetfLinks between national targets
and Aichi Biodiversity Targets.)

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversitygedrito which
the national target is wholly or partially related. Parties can select an entire target or a target com
(not shown below))

1] 6X11[]16
2 70012 []17
03 s[J13[]18
[]4 ] 9[J14[]19
15 []10[] 15 []20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the national target is indirectly related.)

11 [ e[J1a[J16
(]2 [ 712 []17
[13[] 8[]13[X] 18
(14 [ 9[J14 []19
(15 [J1o0[]Ja5[]20

or

] National target has no corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Target ateglto other parts of the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversitly please explain

12



Other relevant information

The Government of Albania (GoA) has established a National Agency of Protected
(NAPA) in 2015 through the Decision of the Council of Ministéf2, date 4.2.2015 as a pub
state budget entity subordinate to the Ministry of Tourism and Environment (MoTE).
establishment of this agency would, over the kaagm, result in a significant improvement
the overall management effectiveness of twunt ryoés system of
covering 460,060 ha of marine and terrestrial habitats.

MoTE and NAPA should: (i) secure sufficient, stable and hewgn financial resources fg
protected areas; (ii) allocate these resources in a timelynerarand (iii) ensure that th
protected areas are managed effectively and efficiently with respect to conservation an
complementary objectives. NAPA operates with funding from the state budget through N
donors, and other legally determined smes.

This specific project was designed to assist the GoA in reducing existing funding gaps
system of protected areas, improving the management of individual protected areas, imj
costefficiencies in individual protected areas and building flnancial management capaciti
of protected area staff in the NAPA etc. The project has two main pillars: (i) build the fing
management capacities of the agency responsible for administering the system of pr
areas; and (ii) demonstrating thefficacy of different financing strategies in a ssét of
individual protected areas.

Component 1 will focus on strengthening NAPA to effectively plan, secure and admi
funds for the protected area system. The work will focus in the developmentnati@nal
planning framework for the protected are system, through increased financial manag
capabilities of the NAPA and mobilization of funding at the protected area system level
different financial strategies in a siget of individual prote&d areas.

Component 2 will implement a suite of mechanisms to improve revenue streams in indi
protected area with the main focus on three National Parks: (i) Dajti National Park; (ii) DiV
Karavasta National Park; and (iii) Llogakaraburun proteted area Complex.

What have we accomplished so far?

1 The National Planning Framework is being developed with the aim to formulate (
overarching mediunterm Strategic Plan for the institutional development of the NA
and (ii) A mediumterm FinancialPlan for the protected Area System.

1 Baseline assessment for the current knowledge of the biodiversity, natural and- s
economic values, financial analysis features and its conservation status and trend
Dajti National Park. The baseline and firdal analysis of the Dajti National Park is
crucial prerequisite for its effective management, protection and development ¢
business plan.

1 Baseline assessment on management structure and resource mapping of the-I
Karavasjta Protected Area.

1 Busness plan for KaraburuBazani MPA is finalised, while for Llogara National P&
is under completion. It intends to give a clear picture of the financial needs that m
met in order to conduct management plan activities, and potential revenue st
help meet those needs. Introduction of business planning approach results in im
knowledge of protected areas management, establishment of effectively funct
mechanisms for securing financi@ustainability and in the development of
specificpilot set of actions which will create replicable and scalable outputs.

13



Relevant websites, web links, and file@lease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, wel]
links or documents where additional information related to this national tangéte foud

www.akzm.gov.al

lll. Information on the targets being pursued at the national level

X My country has adopted national biodiversity targets or equivalent commitments in line with th
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2032020 andhe Aichi Targets

or

(] My country has not adopted national biodiversity targets and is reporting progress using the A
Biodiversity Targets for reference. (Move to section Il. In section lll, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
should beused for the purpose of this report as the national targets and progress should be asses
towards their achievement in the national context.)

National Target (Please use the official title, if available

Rehabilitation of at least 15 % of the degradaceas through conservation and restora
activitiesi in line with Aichi biodiversity targets this will be attained through implementati
of management plans for protected areas and through implementation of action pl

species, and especiallyrfbabitats;

Rationale for the national target

The main threats to biodiversity include: industrial development, urbanization, illegal hy
fishing, soil erosion, energy and mining, transport and tourism, as some of the sectors ti
an adverse imget on the diversity of the biological species. The main factors behind the |
biological diversity are the anthropogenic activities, where deforestation and desertifica
arable land, together with devastation of meadows and pastures havenhegdr aadverse
impact on changes in the habitats in the near past. Construction of roads and deviatiof
water stream or building of dams, and pipes, the pollution from different sources, fires, d
and climate changes have been and will conttouge some of the reasons behind degrade
and fragmentation of habitats in Albania.
Hunting is one of the activities with the largest impact on the status of biodiversity g
components. This is due to the facat illicit hunting activities for Enost two decades cou
not be under control efficiently. This has led to a declining trend of the population o
species, subject to hunting, in particular birds, which for the most part are migratory
(Source: Ministry of Environment, INSTAT anal data).
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Level of application (Please specify the level to which the target applies):

[ ] Regional/multilateral please indicate area concerned
X] National/federal
[] Subnational please indicate areamerned

Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity TargetfLinks between national targets
and Aichi Biodiversity Targets.)

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the natimal target is wholly or partially related. Parties can select an entire target or a target comy
(not shown below))

1] 6[J11[]16
20 70012 []17
03 s[J13[]18
[]4 ] 9[J14[]19
XI5 []10[] 15 []20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the national target is indirectly related.)

11 [ e[J1a[J16
(]2 [ 712 [J17
[13[] 8[]13[]18
(14 [] 9XI14 []19
(15 [J1o0[]J15[]20

or

[] National target has no corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Target or relates to otherfghgs o
Strategic Plan for Biodiversitly please explain

15



Other relevant information (Please use this field to provide any other relevant information, such g
process of developing and adopting the national target, the stakeholders involved oretiesaatd
plans in which this national target has been included.)

Forests represent a sector with a very important impact on biodiversity. Loss and fragmg¢
of habitats, due to illegal hunting/ and/or overuse represent the main adverse elemen
aspect. According to estimates, more than 80,000 ha of forestry area have been deft
during the last two decades.

In order to improve this situation, recently were introduced a series of measures s
prohibition of export of timber and coalom Albania. The main issues to be addressed
implementation of the law and updated credible data for the forestry cadastre.

During 2018 the Document of Strategic Policies of Forests for the period22@D8has been developg
and approved by GovernnteDecree on the 31.12.2018.
Introducing a common Albanian methodology for the identification and monitoring of

components of biodiversity.

Erosion of biodiversity and loss of environmental services at the global level are not a rt
unsuitable reans for protection of nature, but rather of pressure on natural environment.
there is no methodology to identify priority elements of biodiversity in Albania at the na
level. The methodology may take into consideration the conduct, andficdioin of main
areas of biodiversity based on bigional approaches, to select the biodiversity componet
risk of extinction or species of special importance for the functioning of endan
ecosystems, together with a flag* Product for Albania.

It is important to establish and apply common standards for the inventories of biodivers
monitoring, for the assessment of the status of biodiversity, taking into account e
instruments on monitoring and reporting obligations at the EU aridl IEBels. The categorie
and criteria used by the Red List of IUCN on endangered species may also be us
monitoring system may apply methods such as: "Pressttate- Response”, as provided
t he CBD, or met hods s u cehStatesimpact, Adapted respgnsel
EEAO

Relevant websites, web links, and file@lease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, wel]
links or documents where additional information related to this national target can be found.)

www.akm.gov.al www.akzm.gov.al
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IV. Information on the targets being pursued at the national level

X My country has adopted national biodiversity targets or equivalent corantirin line with the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2032020 and the Aichi Targets

or

[_] My country has not adopted national biodiversity targets and is reporting progress using the A
Biodiversity Targets for reference. (Move tasen Il. In section lll, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
should be used for the purpose of this report as the national targets and progress should be assé¢
towards their achievement in the national context.)

National Target (Please use the official i if availabe

More sustainable Agriculture and forestry activitiesin line with biodiversity objectives;

17



Rationale for the national target

Agriculture represents one of the most important sectors of the Albanian economy, cont
to approximatel2 1 % of the countryodés Gross Dome
of 48 % of the countryds population | iv
Even though average real growth in agricultural production, during the last five yea
almost 3, 63, 5% annually, gricultural sector growth is under the national average, an
from average national rate, and far from its real potential. However there is a clear tren
increase in agricultural production. Main systems of agriculture are mainly protectedss
(greenhouses, tunnels) and are lesser in number regarding the system of biological ag
Currently, at the country level, approximately 398.800 ha of land is planted with agric
cultures, of which 49, 1% is alfalfa (195,000 ha), whereasdsieis: wheat, corn, vegetable
and in lesser extent sunflower, tobacco etc.

Furthermore, the agriculture sector plays a very important role for food production, biodi
management, while being an engine for the economy in the rural areas for-gte
conservation of local species, varieties and domestic animals. Different missions comp
agriculture cultures, such as (beans, lentils, alfalfa, peas, oats, sorghum), vegetables &
have shown large variability. However, for reducing phessure on biodiversity, agriculture
a major challenge for farmers in Albania.

Stakeholders involved in the implementation of this objective include: State Entit
Seedlings and Sapling, the Centre for the Transfer of Agricultural Technologies YCHUYlic
Extension Service and Genetic Bank for Agricultural Genetic Resources alongside w
farmers, other national authorities and government agencies, agricultural universities, 1

centres, and other sectors such as: food security chairfcagl, and public health, etc.

Level of application (Please specify the level to which the target applies):

[] Regional/multilaterai please indicate area concerned
X] National/federal
[] Subnational please indicate area concerned

18



Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity TargetfLinks between national targets
and Aichi Biodiversity Targets.)

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity &g which
the national target is wholly or partially related. Parties can select an entire target or a target com
(not shown below))

(11 [] e[J11[]16
(12X 7[]12[]17
[(13[] 8[]13[]18
(14 [] 9[J14 []19
(J5[J1o[]J15[]20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the national target is indirectly related.)

1] 6[J11[]16
20 70012 []17
300 sX13[]18
4] 9[]14[]19
5 []10[]15[]20

0]

or

] National target has no corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Target ateglto other parts of the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversify please explain
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Other relevant information (Please use this field to provide any other relevant information, such g
process of developing and adopting the national target, the stakelladved or the strategies and
plans in which this national target has been included.)

Biodiversity for food and agriculture includes "present and important biological diversi
agriculture, forests and water systems used for production. It inclugssiti and variability
of wildlife, plants, micro genetic organisms, species and layers of ecosystem that sup
structure, functions and processes of the production systems. This diversity is manage
farmers, livestock growers, foresters adateur fishermen for hundreds of generations,
reflects the diversity of human activities and natural processes. Genetic resour
indispensable, be them plant insects, microscopic bacteria important for cheese pro
different breed of cattl for life or thousands of culture varieties that support food sec
However, due to economic pressure and intense urbanization, drastic genetic erosio
land, were developed cultivars and actions for their collection, evaluation and consetwat
this process continues still to remain an emergency.

In order to ensure sustainable use of genetic diversity for food and agricultural purp
Albania, it is important to undertake coordinated actions, including: (1) first, conservat
local species, varieties of domestic animals and forms of microbe life with current and p¢
value, and (2) improvement of development of appropriate banks for useful genessiior
conservation of genetic resources.

During the transition period from eentralized economy towards free market economy,
implementation of rural development policies is quite biased towards economic develo
with relatively little explicit knowledge of intedependence between economic, social
environmental develapent. Intensification of agriculture is quite obvious since it has
considered as quite desirable by government officials.

There is a declining trend between the forestry areas and biodiversity in Albania, inter a
to forest fires, insects, digses, invasive species, pollution, fragmentation and storms.
Implementation of appropriate mechanisms for the value of ecosystem services 1
payments for the environmental service schemes, (i.e. protection or improvement
management of a spedfiforest with higher potential for protecting or increasing spe
environmental services) may help in the healthy conservation of biodiversity and fore
addition, this will reinforce protection of forestry non timber products such as: geneticcess
that are still untapped.

Stakeholders involved in the implementation of this objective include: the Ministt

environment, National Environmental Agency, Forestry Service L)epartmentszoe

municpalities, National Agency of protected Areas foresigeas, local government unit

forestrv professional associations. NGOs. and Facultv of Forestrv Sciences.



Relevant websites, web links, and file@lease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, wel]
links or documents where additional inforinatrelated to this national target can be found.)

www.mjedisi.gov.al/pyjeand www.bujgesia.gov.al

V. Information on the targets being pursued at the national leel

X] My country has adopted national biodiversity targets or equivalent commitments in line with th
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2032020 and the Aichi Targets

or

(] My country has not adopted national biodiversiggets and is reporting progress using the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets for reference. (Move to section Il. In section I, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
should be used for the purpose of this report as the national targets and progress should be assé¢
towards their achievement in the national context.)

National Target (Please use the official title, if availaple
Implementation of NagoyaProtocol on access and sharing of genetic resources and

from their usé in line with target 16 of Aichi;
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Rationale for the national target

Despite its relatively small size, Albania is well known for its high diversity
ecosystems and habitats. Albania is well known for its rich and complex hydrogrn
network of rivers, lakes, wetland and groundwater. Ab®200 taxa of higher plant
800 fungi, 1200 diatoms, as well as 313 taxa of fish, 323 birds, 36 reptiles, 70 man
and 520 mollusks are identified so far. A total of 27 plant species, with 158midies,
are endemic to the country. There are a numifethreatened species in Albania (
vertebrate and 18 invertebrate). The issue of protection of Traditional Knowl
innovations, and practices has not been resolved on the whole or systema
However, in the last few years, efforts have beenent@dreduce pressure on the natu
populations of medicinal and aromatic herbs by specifying limits to their harvesting
Legal and Institutional Context

1 Albania is a Party to the Nagoya Protocol since its entry into force on Octob¢
2014.

1 The Biodivesity Protection Act of 2006 has some provisions related to acce
genetic resources in Albania, but those provisions should be further develo
a bylaw to be fully effective.

1 Thereviewed NBSAP 2012020, reflects the relevance of ABS for the coumt
wi t h expl it references to the Na g d
Contribute to an Equitable Access and Sharing of Benefits arising from thg
of Genetic Resourceso).

1 The country has developed several national reports related to genetic ess
used for food and agriculture.

Albania is among the first group of countries that adhered to Nagoya Protocol for ac
genetic resources and sharing of benefits from their utilization on January 29, 2013, w
Parliament adopted law no. 113/20HMated 22.11.2012 "On membership of the Republi
Albania in the Nagoya Protocol.”

Interested parties in the implementing of this target are: national and local authoriti
institutions, botanical gardens, different sectors active in research awelopiment,
universities, broad public, keepers of traditional knowledge, users of genetic resources,

other association that works towards the same goal as DSPEP.

Level of application (Please specify the level to which the target applies):

[] Regional/multilaterai please indicate area concerreixt entry>
X] National/federal
[] Subnational please indicate area concerréigxt entry>
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Relevance of the national targes to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets(Links between national targets

and Aichi Biodiversity Targets.)

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the national target is wholly or partially relat&arties can select an entire target or a target compor

(not shown below))

[]1[] e[ ]11[X 16
(12 [] 7[]12[]17
[13[] 8[]13[]18
[]4 ] 9[J14[]19
05 [J10[] 15 []20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh

the national target is indirectly related.)

1] 6[J11[]16
20 70012 []17
30 s[J13X 18
4[] 9[]14[]19
5 []10[]15[]20

0]

or

] National target has no corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Target or relates to other parts of the

Strategic Plan for Biodiversifiy please explain
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Other relevant information (Please use this field to provide any other relevant information, such g
process of developing and adopting the national target, the stakeholders involved or the strategiq
plans in which this national targleas been included.)

Albania is the first country in the Central European Region to adhere in the Nagoya P1
By 2015, Nagoya Protocol for access to genetic resources, fair and equitable sharing of
arising from their utilization should be fe€tive and operational in line with the natior
legislation. For Albania to implement and ratify the Nagoya protocol, it should take f
measures to translate the provisions of the Nagoya Protocol into practice. These meas
include introductio or revision of internal acts related to the implementation of ABS, colle
and evaluation of forests, biological resources and their sustainable use; standard deve
models for the exchange of benefits from genetic resources; and definitioa biothgical
species subject to export permits.
In addition, preservation and sharing of traditional knowledge should be integrated ir
development projects or Albanian scientific cooperation that focuses on the local comm
as primary actors. Ufthermore, traditional knowledge and practice should be recognist
approaches and agreements for sharing of benefits. The participation of the represent
the local communities in the appropriate fora should be endorsed.
There is actually a rummg project on ABS protocol national framework, in the context of
global ABS project being implemented for the period 20069 (with the recent extension).
The main objective of the Project, is to assist countries as Albania, in the developn
and g¢rengthening of their national ABS framework, human resources, and
administrative capabilities to implement the Nagoya Protocol. The project aims to
remove the barriers that prevent this from happening througloimtry and regional
and global level activies.
The project will support the government of Albania through the Ministry of Tourism
Environment to:
1. Strengthening the legal, policy and institutional capacity to develop national AB!
frameworks.
2. Building trust between users and providefggenetic resources to facilitate the
identification of biediscovery effort.
3. Strengthening the capacity of indigenous and local communities to contribute to
implementation of the Nagoya Protocol.
So far the following measures have been implemente
1 Regulatory Proposals on Legal, Policy and Institutional Capacity to Develop
Implement National ABS Framework, developed. A national workshop was h
in December 20180 present the gaps identified and the proposed policy for
national implementatio of the protocol.
1 National CHM web portalvasupdated as per national reports and related
information.i ABS procedures and information, uploaded into the existing C}
1 Mapping of existing genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge
databas for PGR developed and published in the National CHM.
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Relevant websites, web links, and file@lease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, wel]
links or documents where additional information related to this national target can be found.)

http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projects/strengthenindpumanresources-leqat
framework-and-institutiona.html

VI. Information on the targets being pursued at the national level

X] My country has adopted national biodiversity targets or equivalent commitments in line with th
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2032020 and the Aichi Targets

or

[_] My country has not adopted national biodiversity targets and is reporting progress using the A
Biodiversity Targets for reference. (Move to section Il. In section I, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
should be used for the pugmof this report as the national targets and progress should be assess
towards their achievement in the national context.)

National Target (Please use the official title, if available
Raising awareness on biodiversity in line with target 1, Aichi.
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Rationale for the national target

Education of the broad public plays an important role regarding conservation. It is impo
introduce changes in the education programs, and do more on awareness raising rega
importance for the conservation biodiversity for plants in general in the country, ano
particular forfish of marine and fresh waters.

It is important to organize and broadcast TV shows focusing on the values of medicinal
Albanian endemic plants or Pisces and fauna of réiffePisces in the country, in cooperat
with the National Museum of Sciences etc.

Raising public awareness and education about biological diversity

One of the priorities should be raising public awareness and coming up with a
awareness raisingampaign on biodiversity, which should lead to changes in the ment
related to biological diversity.

Proposed methodologZonducting surveys on raising public awareness regarding biodive
Expectations Concrete results following public awaess campaign surveys and biodivers
policies

Expectations Launching different public programs such as: Biodiversity day, Earth
Wetlands day etc. (annually).

In addition to different publications, field instructions about fish of sea waters ahdixegsrs,
it is important to raise public awareness regarding the importance and conservation of
Other education programs and publicity should be organized with relevant parties, in G
raise public awareness about ecosystem services andsbguisg of benefits, fish and fres

water fish, for raising awareness about protection of medicinal and industrial plants.

Level of application (Please specify the level to which the target applies):

[] Regional/multilaterai please initate area concerned
X] National/federal
[] Subnational please indicate area concerned
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Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity TargetfLinks between national targets
and Aichi Biodiversity Targets.)

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiversity Target to wh
the national target is wholly or partially related. Parties can select an entire target or a target com
(not shown below))

X1[] e[ ]11[]16
(12 [] 7[]12[]17
[13[] 8[]13[]18
[]4 ] 9[J14[]19
05 [J10[] 15 []20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Please select one or more Aichi Biodiverdiarget to which
the national target is indirectly related.)

1] 6[J11[]16
20 70012 []17
03 s[J13[]18
4[] 9[]14[]19
5 []10[]15 [X 20

0]

or

[ ] National target has no corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Target or relates to other parts
Strategic Plan for Biodiversify please explain

Other relevant information (Please use this field to provide any other relevant irdicion, such as the
process of developing and adopting the national target, the stakeholders involved or the strategi¢
plans in which this national target has been included.)

Participation of interested parties in projects and programs of biodiverayybe the key t(
ensure their longerm sustainability. Promoting participation helps in creating ownershig
enhances transparency and accountability, and this way enhances effectiveness of dev
projects and policies.

Proposed methodologyestalishment of the network of actors such as: local governm
NGOs, and the business sector.

Expectations private companies and NGOs are part of the process of conservat
biodiversity.

Expectations detailed instructions for the participation of thevate sector are drafted, a
expected to begin implemented by 2016.

Expectationsit is important to promote programs for encouraging the broad public to e
nature.

Relevant websites, web links, and file@lease use this field to indicate anyexeint websites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this national target can be found.)

https://www.turizmi.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Dokumenti-PolitikaveStrateqgjikeper-
Mbrojtjen-e-Biodiversitetit.pdf
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SECTION I

IMPLEMENTATION MEASURESTAKEN (IN RELATION TO THE NATIONAL
BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN)

Section Il. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associated obstacles

and scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Using the template below, please report on the major measures your country has taken to implement its
nationd biodiversity strategy and action plan. Please also provide an assessment of the effectiveness of

these measures. The template should be replicated for each measure reported.

I. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associatetholes and
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Describe a measure taken to contribute to the implementation of yourcout r y 6 s nat i
biodiversity strategy and action plan

Increase of the Protected Areas coverage in Albania
Actudly Protected Areas in Albania cover 185%oh e countryos territd
hectaresThe following protected areas have been designated each year, according to the annual
the Ministry of Tourism and Environment, as follows:

For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodiversity Target(s)
it contributes

Aichi target 11

Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

X] Measure takehas been effective

[] Measure taken has been partially effective
[ ] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used fer th
assessment of effectiveness above
Comparison of the area covered by protected areas in years since 2015.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional informatrefated to this assessment can be found).

Other relevant information, including case studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resultg
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP
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Biodiversity studes for the proposed areas are the first step, accompanied by maps and specificg
habitat maps.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this fielod indicate any relevantebsites, web
links or documents where additional information can hmd)
www.akzm.gov.al

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measure takBfease describghat
obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for addressing these, ir
technical and scientific cooperatiocapacity development activities or the need for guidance mater

Limited humarand financial resources, including lack of biodiversity data for certain areas.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to these obstacles and scientific and tec
needs can be found).

www.mijedisi.gov.al

www.akzm.gov.al

II. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associated olestand
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Describe a measure taken to contribute to t
biodiversity strategy and action plan

Management effectiveness of protected areas.

For the implemenation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodiversity Target(s)
it contributes

With the support of a donors; projects running in the country such as:

NaturAL (IPA 2013), UNDPGEF on Protected Areas financial mechanisms and UN&ian
Cooperation on Karaburua Sazan marine National Park the management effectiveness of
protected areas in the country has been assessed, initially in 2015 and three years after in 2018.

Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation measuredakn achieving desired
outcomes:

[ ] Measure taken has been effective

DX Measure taken has been partially effective
[ ] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selectipand where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of effectiveness above

During a tweyear project initiated in late 2011, experts from IUCN and the Italian Cooper
in close collaboration with the MoE, will identify prityi needs in safeguarding ecosyst
services and biodiversity by developing management plans for two selected protecte
Key to the project is demonstrating the broad range of benefits that communities coul
from healthy, weHfunctioning ecosyems. The project will demonstrate to local people |
nature can help improve human wed#ling and provide opportunities for social and econg
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development by promoting innovative approaches to protected area management which
practice managementethods based on quantitative data and monitoring, and apply prin
of ecosystems and biodiversity economics.

A previous UNDP project has worked in the management effectiveness assessment for the first t
Albania in 2015, piloting selected proted areas in the country, with RAPPAM methodology.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/import/downloads/albania_brochure _eng_31 05 2012 web |
pdf; www.natura.aj http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projects/enhancindinanciat
sustainabilityof-the-protected-areassystem.hinl;
http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projects/marineand-coastalprotected
areas2.html

Other relevant information, including cae studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resulte
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP

The summary report can be found in the addregsv.natura.aunde section publications.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this fieltd indicate any relevantebsites, web
links or documents where additional information can be found)
http://www.natura.al/page.php?lang=en&section=publications

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measure tak@&ease describ
what obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for ag
these,including technical and scientific cooperation, capacity development activities (
need for guidance materials.

Introduction of the METT methodology for the assessment of PAs effectiveness to
capacities of Protected Areas managerthe countryhad some limitations in terms of need
capacities for a proper assessment.

Relevant websites, web links and filePleaseuse this field to indicate any relevamébsites,
web links or documents where additional information related to these obstadlesi@mtific
and technical needs can be found).

www.akzm.gov.al

IMPROVING COVERAGE AND MANAGEMENT EFFECTIVENESS OF MARINE ANL
COASTAL PROTECTED AREAS

The main project outcomes relate to improveddaographical repeentation of marine an
coastal protected areas (MCPA) and improved management arrangements for N
clarifying institutional settings and capacity buildinfhe immediate global biodiversit
benefits include expanded protected coverage (by at lea$i013) for unique marine, lagoo
wetland, and cape habitats hosting critically endangered, threatened attiore&i@ned specie
such as Loggerhead and Leatherback turtles, Mediterranean seal, Dalmatian pelican, th
birds-of-prey and fish speciegorals, sponges, sgmasses and other important habitats

species.

The project is fullyaligned with the priorities of the National Biodiversity Conservai
Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP), which put priority on establishing marine protected a
conserve the uniqgue marine biodiversity of Albania. The Albanian Government intel
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double the PA surface and expand the MPA coverage, ensuring betigeogi@phica
representation, as well as higher management effectiveness, and diversificatewerofe
sources. Thus, project outcomes will feed into the MoEFWA policies aimed at the exp
and improvement of the network of MPAs. The main project outputsDewsloping the
Strategic Plan of MCPA (SPMCPA) including MCPA expansion scenario with-gedld
vision; Developing of a simple monitoring system for the MCPA to be applied in local |
particular support to the Karabuiit®azani MPA administration and the other relevant I
institution on the smooth monitoring system implementation regpleamflicts, contradiction
and/or overlapping among national and local institutidnguidance on the implementatic
and enforcement of the MPA expansion, covering issues such as: restrictions on cons
along the coast, introduction / amendmentaafrism loads indicators, ban on fires, regulat
of livestock pastures in the coastal lagoons and wetlandB&tejopment of a guide docume
on establishing financial mechanism for the MCHAg project will further support the MP
in the KaraburunBazani locality including developing of management and business |
capacitating and equipping the management unit as well as support conservation facili
infrastructure for it, conservation and monitoring activiti@sgation of buffer zones fdahe
existing coastal PAs and the new MP&seate and support the cressctoral forum on P/
management with advisory function at the Ministry level, bringing together relevant sectc
institutions (e.g., fisheries, agriculture, tourism, physical pfeg)n protected area sit
manager s, NGOs, and representatives of
and marine protected areas. The forumds
of Environmental PolicyA systemlevel MCPA management effectiveness assessment fq
coastal and marine PAs (METBrovide technical Extension Services under the roo
MoEFWA or the Forum providing guidance to site managers oreffesitive management ar
conservation approacheédeminars, wikshops and trainings to increase the capacities o
site managers (particularly on PA management and business planning, participat
Management Boards, MBD conservation measures and monitoring;

[ll. Implementation measures taken, assessment thieir effectiveness, associated obstacles a
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Descri be a measure taken to contribute to t
biodiversity strategy and action

Monitoring of wild fauna species:
Winter Bird census

WIMS system of wild fauna
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For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodiversity Target(s)
it contributes

This implementation measure contribute to the achievement of Aichi target 12.

Assessmenof the effectiveness of the implementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

[ ] Measure taken has been effective

X] Measure taken has been partially effective
[ ] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of effectiveness above

Winter Bird census, especially since 2015, has produced reliable and time series data foethuravir
counts in Albania.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).

Other relevant information, including case studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resu
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP

Prespa Ohrid Nature park is a good example of the integns@dgement of protected arehat wil
contribute to the preparation of the management plan for Prespa Biosphere Reserve. Detail
found in the link:https://www.pont.org/

Relevant websites, web links and filegPlease use this fielth indicate ay relevantwebsites, wek
links or documents where additional information can be found)
http://www.natura.al/gallery.php?lang=en&album=10#gallbegin

www.akzm.gov.al

www.natura.al

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measure takBfease describehat
obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for addressing these, i
technical anddentific cooperation, capacity development activities or the need for guidance mate

Capacity strengthening of the protected areas staff engaged in monitoring activities and winter bi
census as well.

Relevant websites, web links and filePleasause this field to indicate any relevamébsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to these obstacles and scientific and tec
needs can be foundyeports can also be found at the following limkvw.natura.al

IV. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associated obstacleg
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Describe a measure taken to contri maiigana t o t
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biodiversity strategy and action plan
National activities for the implementation of the Nagoya protocol on ABS in Albania

For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodiversity Target(s)
it contributes

These measas will contribute to the achievement of Aichi target 16 in Albania.

Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

[ ] Measure taken has been effective

X] Measure taken Isabeen partially effective
[ ] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of effectiveness above

National legal franework completion.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).
http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projects/strengthenindpumanresourceslegat
framework-and-institutiona.html

Other relevant information, including case studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resultg
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP

A biodiscovery case from Albania, on the pilot case of bilberry is included in the publis&is
genetic resources for sustainable development.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this fieltd indicate any relevantebsites, web
links or documents where additional information can be found)
https://abs-sustainabledevelopment.net/resource/alisgeneticresourcesfor-sustainable

development/

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measure takBfease describg&hat
obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for addressing these, i
technical and scientific cooperation, capacity development activities or the need for guidance ma

Lack of scientific expeise for the ABS implementation in the country.

Limited knowledge on the Nagoya Protocol legal requirements.

Relevant websites, web links and filePleasause this field to indicate any relevam¢bsites, web
links or documents where additional informati@lated to these obstacles and scientific and technid
needs can be found).
https://abs-sustainabledevelopment.net/storylbaniaone-step-forward-on-the-implementationrof-
the-nagoyaprotocol/
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V. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associated obstacles
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Describe a measure takentocdnr i but e to the i mpl ementation
biodiversity strategy and action plan

Red List of wild fauna and flora of Albania, revised and updated every 5 years (last update 2013,
currently being updated)

Hunting ban in the Republic of Albanimitially for two years (2014016) and the extension for the
period 20162021.

For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodérsity Target(s)
it contributes

Aichi target 12.

Assessment of the effectiveness of the itementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

[ ] Measure taken has been effective

Xl Measure taken has been partially effective
[ ] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of effectiveness above

Although the hunting ban is in force since 2014, there areatihs of illegal hunting reported by N&(
s and the Environment Ipsctorate.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevam¢bsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).
http://www.insg.gov.al/

Other relevant information, including case studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resultg
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP

2019 report on the winter bird census in Albania.
Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this fieltd indicate any relevantebsites, web

links or documents where additional information can be found)
http://www.natura.al/news.php?lag=en&uid=53

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measure takBtease describe&hat
obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for addressing these, i
technical and scientific cooperation, capadevelopment activities or the need for guidance materiz

Limited capacities on bird census skills.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional informatietated to these obstacles and scientific and technic
needs can be found).

http://www.natura.al/news.php?lang=en&uid=53
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VI. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, asdediabstacles and
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Descri be a measure taken to contribute to t
biodiversity strategy and action plan

Single species action plan

For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodiversity Target(s)
it contributes

Aichi target 12.

Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

[ ] Measure taken has been effeetiv

X] Measure taken has been partially effective
[ ] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of éctiveness above

Action plans of threatened species drafted and approved by Ministerial Order.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web

links or documents where additional information relatethibassessment can be found).
https://mjedisi.gov.al/wpcontent/uploads/2018/05/UrdhefMinistri-plantveprimit-pelikanit.pdf

Other relevant information, including case studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resulte
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP

Pursuant to the identification as a flag species of the Dalmatian Pelikaraimi&lii is celebrated The
Day of the Pelikan, on the ®ay each year.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this fieltd indicate any relevantebsites, web
links or documents where additional information can be found)
http://www.akzm.gov.al/aktivitete/lajme/item/31 1dita-e-pelikanitkacuretne-parkunkombetar
diviakekaravasta

Obstacles and scientific and techeial needs related to the measure take®lease describe&hat
obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for addressing these, i
technical and scientific cooperation, capacity development activities or the need focguitzarials.

Limited financial resources and scientific knowledge for the drafting of the Action Plan.
Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web

links or documents where additional informatiotated to these obstacles and scientific and technic
needs can be found).
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VII. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associated obstg
and scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Describe a measuretakenaa contri bute to the i mplementat
biodiversity strategy and action plan

Protected Areas management plans elaboration and/or update.

For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodiversity Targes]
it contributes

Target 11.

Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

X] Measure taken has been effective

[] Measure taken has been partially effective
[] Measure taken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of effectiveness above

Guidelines and methodology for Protected Areas managenaerst p

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).
http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projects/enhancinfinanciatsustainabilityof-the-
protectedareassystem.html

Other relevant information, including case sidies to illustrate how the measure taken has resulteg
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute to the implementation of the NBSAP

NAPA webpage with information on PAs management plans.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease usdnis fieldto indicate any relevantebsites, web
links or documents where additional information can be found)

UNDP projectsd6 webpage on the Protected Are
NAPA on the revision/update of three manageinptsns of protected areas, namely: Dajti national P
Divjake-Karavasta national park and Llogara national park.

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measure takBftease describghat
obstacles have been encountered and aeptdtc and technical needs for addressing these, includif
technical and scientific cooperation, capacity development activities or the need for guidance ma

Limited financial and human resources.

Relevant websites, web links and filePleasausethis field to indicate any relevaniebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to these obstacles and scientific and tec
needs can be found).

http://www.natura.al/contentfiles/docs/AlbanigposterlUCN_ECARO_ WEB.jpg
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VIIl. Implementation measures taken, assessment of their effectiveness, associated obstacles
scientific and technical needs to achieve national targets

Describeameasr e taken to contribute to the i mple
biodiversity strategy and action plan

Habitat mapping and monitoring

For the implementation measure, please indicate to which national or Aichi Biodérsity Target(s)
it contributes

Aichi target 5.

Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation measure taken in achieving desired
outcomes:

[ ] Measure taken has been effective

X] Measure taken has been partially effective
[] Measuretaken has been ineffective

[ ] Unknown

Please explain the selection and where possible indicate the tools or methodology used for the
assessment of effectiveness above

Habitat mapping is carried out in accordance with the EU methodolafpr babitats directive.
Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web

links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).
http://www.natura.al/page.php?lang=en&section=albaniapas

Other relevant information, including case studies to illustrate how the measure taken has resulte
(or is expected to result in) outcomes that contribute toripkementation of the NBSAP

Detailed habitat maps of 10 major protected areas in Albania, is completed with the support of N
IPA 2013 project.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this fieltd indicate any relevantebsites, web
links or documents where additional information can be found)
http://www.natura.al/page.php?lang=en&section=selectedpas

Obstacles and scientific and technical needs related to the measuaken: Please describ&hat
obstacles have been encountered and any scientific and technical needs for addressing these, i
technical and scientific cooperation, capacity development activities or the need for guidance ma

Lack of experiene of habitat mapping. Limited human resources to carry out the detailed assessr
and mapping.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information relateithése obstacles and scientific and technicg
needs can be found).

www.akzm.gov.al
http://www.natura.al/page.php?lang=en&section=albamatardsn2000
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SECTION IlI
ASSESSMENT OF PROGRES TOWARDS EACH NATIO NAL TARGET

Using the template below, please assess the level ofepppgr made t owards each
national targets or similar commitments. The template should be replicated for each national target. If

your country has not set national targets please use the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

I.  Assessment of progress toavds each national target

Target

By the end of 2015there should be a strategic document on biodiversity (DSPEP), revise
adopted in line with Aichitarget 17.

Category of progress towards the implementation of the selected target:

X On track to exceed target

[] On track to achieve target

[] Progress towards target but at an insufficient rate
[] No significant change

(] Moving away from target

[ ] Unknown

Date the assessment was done;:

The Document of Strategic Policies on Biodiversity Protection was adopted by the Governn
20.1.2016. The target is therefaachieved in time.

Additional information (Please provide information on the evidence uséddrassessment of this
target, drawing upon relevant information provided in section Il, including obstacles in undertakin
assessment).

The document was approved by a Decision of
published in the Offi@l Journal.

Indicators used in this assessment
Indicator(s)used in this assessment

X] No indicator used

Please describe any other tools or means used for assessing progress

The elaboration of the Government Decree that approved the Dotamé&trategic Policies on
Biodiversity protection, to 2020 in Albania is the document that proves its adoption by the Goverr|
of Albania.

Relevant websites, web links and filePleasause this field to indicate any relevam¢bsites, web
links or d@uments where additional information related to this assessment can be found).

https://www.mjedisi.gov.al/wpcontent/uploads2018/05/StrateqgieDocumentof-BiodiversityPolicy
Albaniaenglish.pdf
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Level of confidence of the above assessment

X] Based on comprehensive evidence
[] Based on partial evidence
[ ] Based on limited evidence

Please provide an explanation for the levedf confidence indicated above.
It is a bylaw, by which the DSPBP to 2020 for Albania was adopted.

Adequacy of monitoring information to support assessment

] Monitoring related to this targes adequate

Xl Monitoring related to this target is partial (e.g. only covering part of the area or issue)
] No monitoring system in place

[_] Monitoring is not needed

Please describe how the target is monited and indicate whether there is a monitoring system in
place

The strategiesd i mplementation is monitored
Environment of Albania.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this field to indicateyarelevant websites, web
links or documents where additional information related to the monitoring system can be found)

An annual report is prepared by the General Directorate of Environmental Policies in terms of the
progress with the national legal fnework, as well as implementing measures.

II. Assessment of progress towards each national target

Target

By 202Q 17 % of terrestrial areas and 6% of marine and coastal areas to be desigrn
Protected Areas and to be managed in a sustainable integpgiszhch. Introduction of th
ecological national network of Albania, as an integral part of the Pan European Eco
Network (PEENY) in line with target 11 of Aichi;

Category of progress towards the implementation of the selected target:

[] On track to exceed target

X] On track to achieve target

[] Progress towards target but at an insufficient rate
[] No significant change

[] Moving away from target

[ ] Unknown

Date the assessment was done:
December 2018.
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Additional information (Please provide information on the evidence used in the assessment of th
target, drawing upon relevant information provided in section Il, including obstacles in undertakin
assessment).

The progress towards protected areas coverage for the terrestrial component has already excee
target, as it stands at 18,5 % of the count
has been made for the marine andstaleareas, actually standing at around 3 %.

Indicators used in this assessment
Indicator(s)used in this assessment

Table of protected areas coverage in Albania is used as an indicator.
Please provide a list of indicators usedtfte assessment of therget

or:

[ ] No indicator used

Please describe any other tools or means used for assessing progress
Cumulative impact of newly designated/extended existing protected areas is the tool used.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).

www.mjedisi.gov.al www.akzm.gov.glwww.natura.glwww.akm.gov.al/rgjm

Level of confidence of the above assessment

X] Based on comprehensive evidence
] Based on partial evidence
[ ] Based on limited evidence

Please provide an explanation for the level of confidence indicated above.
Figures are correct and verified by GIS maps angeskikes.

Adequacy of monitoring information to support assessment

X] Monitoring related to this target is adequate

[] Monitoring related to this target is partial (e.g. only covering part of the area or issue)
[_] No monitoring system in place

[_] Monitoring is not needed

Please describe how the target is monitored and indicate whether there is a monitoring system ir]
place

Annual report is compiled by the Ministry of Tourism and Environmenighwis alsopart of the annual
State of the Environment Report, on the progress made with protected areas increase and/or ext

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, web
links or documents wére additional information related to the monitoring system can be found)
www.akzm.gov.al

www.akm.gov.al/rgim
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[ll. Assessment of progress towards each national target

Target

Rehabilitation of at least 15 % of the degraded arda®ugh conservation and restorati
activitiesi in line with Aichi biodiversity targets this will be attained through implementati
of management plans for protected areas and through implementation of action pl
speces, and especially for hisdis.

Category of progress towards the implementation of the selected target:

[] On track to exceed target

[] On track to achieve target

X Progress towards target but at an insufficient rate
[] No significant change

[] Moving away from target

[ ] Unknown

Date the assessment was done;:
April 2019

Additional information (Please provide information on the evidence used in the assessment of th
target, drawing uporelevant information provided in section Il, including obstacles in undertaking
assessment).

Assessment was carried out with the support
Progress is being made to protected threatened hahittéy by the means of management plans
implementation in practice.

Indicators used in this assessment
Indicator(s)used in this assessment
Please provide a list of indicators used for the assessment of this target

or:
X] No indicator used

Please describe any other tools or means used for assessing progress
Monitoring trips, mainly for habitats within protected areas are used.

Relevant websites, web links and filePleasause this field to indicate any relevam¢bsites, web
links or documats where additional information related to this assessment can be found).

www.mjedisi.gov.al/

www.bionna.al

www.akm.gov.al
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Level of confidence of the above assessment

[] Based on comprehensive evidence
X] Based on partial evidence
[ ] Based a limited evidence

Please provide an explanation for the level of confidence indicated above.

Since the assessment did not follow precise indicators, the level of confidence is based on partig
evidence gathered during field trips.

Adequacy of monitoring information to support assessment

] Monitoring related to this target is adequate

Xl Monitoring related to this target is partial (e.g. only covering part of the area or issue)
[_] No monitoring system in ptz

[] Monitoring is not needed

Please describe how the target is monitored and indicate whether there is a monitoring system ir]
place

A monitoring system is in place in Albania, but due to financial constraints it is not possible to per,
monitoring in the whole country.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, web
links or documents where additional information related to the monitoring system can be found)

www.akm.gov.al/rgimwww.bionna.a]

IV. Assessment of progress towards each national target

Target
Sustainable Agriculture and forestry activitiesin line with biodiversity objectives.

Category of progress towards the implementation of the selected target:

[] On track to excektarget

X] On track to achieve target

[] Progress towards target but at an insufficient rate
[] No significant change

[] Moving away from target

[ ] Unknown

Date the assessmentas done:
December 2018

Additional information (Please provide information on the evidence used in the assessment of th
target, drawing upon relevant information provided in section Il, including obstacles in undertakin
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assessment).

Evaluation reprt prepared in the frame of Natural Resources Project, dedicated to forestry, runnir
Albania for the period 20:3019.

Indicators used in this assessment
Indicator(s)used in this assessment
Please provide a list of indicators used for the assesaftis target

or:
X] No indicator used

Please describe any other tools or na@s used for assessing progress

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where ditional information related to this assessment can be found).

http://web.worldbank.org/archive/website01337/WEB/0 E&X8.HTM

Level of confidence of the above assessment

X] Based on comprehensive evidence
] Based on partial evidence
[ ] Based on limited evidence

Please provide an explanation for the levedf confidence indicated above.

Assessment was dométh the technical suppodf international forestry experts, therefore the level G
reliability is quite

Adequacy of monitoring information to support assessment

] Monitoring related to this target is adequate

X] Monitoring related to this targes partial (e.g. only covering part of the area or issue)
[_] No monitoring system in place

[_] Monitoring is not needed

Please describe how the target is monitored and indicate whether there is a monitoring system ir]
place

A monitoring system is in place, but it needs to be consolidated further.

Relevant websites, web links and filePlease use this field to indicate any relevant websites, web
links or documents where additional information related to the monitoring syatebredound)

www. mjedisi.gov.al www.bionna.al

http://www.akm.gov.al/pyjet.html
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V. Assessment of progress towards each national target

Target
Implementation of NagoyaProtocol on access and sharing of genetic resources and

from their usé in line with target 16 of Aichi;

Category of progress towards the implementation of the selected target:

[] On track to exceed target

X] On track to achieve target

[] Progress towards targetit at an insufficient rate
[] No significant change

(] Moving away from target

[ ] Unknown

Date the assessment was done;
April 2019

Additional information (Please provide information on the evidence uséddrassessment of this
target, drawing upon relevant information provided in section Il, including obstacles in undertakin
assessment).

Indicators used in this assessment
Indicator(s)used in this assessment

Please provide a list of indicators ugedthe assessment of this target

or:
X] No indicator used

Please describe any other tools or means used for assessing progress

In the framework of the project the following progress is achieved so far:

Regulatory Proposals on Legal, Pgliand Institutional Capacity to Develop a
Implement National ABS Framework, developed. A national workshop was he
present the gaps identified and the proposed policy for national implementation
protocol.

National CHM web portal updated as peational reports and related informatioin.
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ABS procedures and information, uploaded into the existing CHM.
Mapping of existing genetic resources and associated traditional knowledgg
database for PGR developed and published in the National CHM.

Relevant websites, web links and filegPleaseuse this field to indicate any relevam¢bsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).

http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projects/strengthenindqumanresourceslegat
framework-andinstitutiona.html

www.mjedisi.gov.al/projekte
https://abs-sustainabledevelopment.net/story/traditionsknowledgebiodiversityunderthe-nagoya
protocokthe-undp-gef-globatabsprojectscontribution-to-the-unpfii-eighteenthsession/

Level of confidence of the above assessment

X] Based on comprehensive evidence
] Based on partial evidence
[ ] Based on limited evidence

Please provide an explanation for the level of confidence indicated above.

The project has contracted an international exmevtedl as national experts working together and
supporting the Ministry of Tourism and Environment, which are providing clear guidance and
knowledge on the implementation of the Nagoya protocol in Albania.

Adequacy of monitoring information to support asgssment

X] Monitoring related to this target is adequate

(] Monitoring related to this target is partial (e.g. only covering part of the area or issue)
] No monitoring system in place

[] Monitoring is not needed

Please describe how the target is monitored and indicate whether there is a monitoring system ir]
place

The progress towards the proper implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in Albania, is closely m
in terms of national legaldmework, capacity building in the country as well as the proper function
of the permitting system when introduced.

Relevant websites, web links and file@Please use this field to indicate any relevant websites, web
links or documents where additioriaformation related to the monitoring system can be found)
http://www.al.undp.org/content/albania/en/home/projectsstrengtheninghumanresourceslegat
framework-and-institutiona.html

www.mjedisi.gov.al/projekte
https://abs-sustainabledevelopment.net/story/traditionsknowledgebiodiversityunderthe-nagoya
protocokthe-undp-gef-globatabsprojectscontribution-to-the-unpfii-eighteenthsession/
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VI. Assessment of progress towards each national target

Target
Raising awareness on biodiversity in line with target 1, Aichi.

Category of progress towards the implementation of th selected target:

[] On track to exceed target

[ ] On track to achieve target

X Progress towards target but at an insufficient rate
] No significant change

[] Moving away frontarget

[ ] Unknown

Date the assessment was done:
December 2018

Additional information (Please provide information on the evidence used in the assessment of th
target, drawing upon relevant information provided in section Il, includisgaales in undertaking the
assessment).

Indicators used in this assessment
Indicator(s)used in this assessment

Please provide a list of indicators used for the assessment of this target

or:
X] No indicator used

Please describe any otheools or means used for assessing progress

Reports produced in the course of biodiversity and nature protection projects being implemented
Albania.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPleasause this field to indicate any relevamebsites, web
links or documents where additional information related to this assessment can be found).

Level of confidence of the above assessment

[] Based on comprehensive evidence
X] Based on partial evidence
[ ] Based orimited evidence

Please provide an explanation for the level of confidence indicated above.
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As there are data combined from different

Adequacy of monitoring information to support assessment

] Monitoring related to this target is adede

<] Monitoring related to this target is partial (e.g. only covering part of the area or issue)
] No monitoring system in place

[] Monitoring is not needed

Please describe how the target is monitored ariddicate whether there is a monitoring system in
place

Monitoring of this target is carried out by several reports compiled and later combined by the Min
of Tourism and Environment.

Relevant websites, web links and filefPlease use this field to iiwéte any relevant websites, web
links or documents where additional information related to the monitoring system can be found)
http://www.natura.al/news.php?lang=en&uid=71

SECTION IV.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF EACH
GLOBALAICHI BIODIVE RSITY TARGET

Using the template bel ow, pl ease describe your coc
global Aichi Biodiwersity Target. This template should be replicated for each of the Aichi Biodiversity
Targets.

For Parties whose national targets are identical to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, some of this information
may be captured in sections Il and Ill above. Plgaseovi de addi ti onal descript
national contribution to the achievement of each global Aichi Biodiversity Target.

IV. Description of national contribution to the achievement of each global Aichi Biodiversity
Target

Aichi Biodiversity Target 1, By 2020, at the latest, people are aware olvtiees of
biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

Please describe how and to what extent your country has contributed to the achievement of this
Aichi Biodiversity Target and summarize the evidence used to support this description

During the reporting perigd number of activies have taken place in Albania to increase the aware
on biodiversity valueand to better engage people in its conservatiorsastinableise.
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Aichi target 12 By 2020 the extinction of knowiteatened species has been prevented and
conservation status, particularly of those most in decline, has been improved and sustair

To contribute to this target in the contexf Albania being a small country, provision
comprehensiveata that willprovide a clear and full picture of the state of species and ha
is a priority. In this regard the following developmengvé t&ken place since the last repo
which consist on the establishment afadional platform on biodiversityB{oNNA).

Data and taxonomic coverage

BioNNA aggregates primary biodiversity data, i.e. occurrences of plants andlsmecordec
in Albania. They have been obtained by Albanian and international researchers fron
different sources: i) field data collected in the years PRQ%56 during the Institutional Suppc
and the NaturAL projects, ii) data published in théemtific literature and iii) field date
collected in the last 10 years by international experts or local researchers involved
Institutional Support and the NaturAL projects. Field data have been collected mostly
Juné October 2012/2013/2016efd campaigns in 7 protected areas, which were sel¢
because of their relevance in terms of species and habitats diversity: Buna/&ipeje
Protected Landscape, Shebeddbllanica National Park, Lake Shkodra Managed N&
Reserve, KoraliKoritnik Managed Nature Reserve, DivjaKaravasta National Park, Tomol
Mountain National Park, and Bredhi i Hotov@angelli National Park (FidL).

Software

The core oBioNNA is a federated database system of primary biodiversity data (i.e
obtained from floristic and faunistic observations and from specimens of natural |
collections), which uses the BioCASE protocol for allowing the comipation amongst th
nodes of the federation and ABCD as data standéten a user queries the system, the ou
is produced by sending the query to all federated nodes amdimgtan answer in the standa
format ABCD. The BioCASE provider software is a free package supplied by the Bio
project (http.Mww.biocase.orly supported by the Botanic Garden and Botanical Museu
Berlin-Dahlem. The WelApp was the part of the system which required the highest ¢
since it was developed from scratch. It allows the ugafINA in two different modalities; a
a StandardUser, which is allowed to query and retrieve data and as a Professional User

al so has access to several editing tool

experience, the WeRBpp was developed by using innovative libraries from EXWRESS,
within a Microsoft Visual Studio development environment. All the functions of the-Aygb
are provided with automated input control tools, in order to prevent any erroneous

particular in data cleansing and updating processes.

BioNNA is hosted in a web portal which, other than the Wgip, hosts:
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A Introducti ve Pa g eBRioNNAwandktheeatasat damhe nemidvedp n
A Species Fact Sheet s, where it i's pos
section alsdinks to the Encyclopaedia of Life (EOL), for retrieving information on taxong
distribution and conservation status of the species;

A Species Data pages, where it is possi
page, it is also possibte access the WeBIS viewer;

A WeI8 viewer, which is used for visualising the spatial distribution of each infrage
taxon. This tool has been specifically developed forBio&INA system, making use of opé
source and open code tools;

A Pr o Areas pagel which contains Sodcological Fact Sheets (data and techn
information) about the current situation of the Albanian protected areas.

A well as being a federated network of data provid@iIGNNA was also planned as a da
provider for theBioCASE andGBIF networks, in order to make the biodiversity heritage
Albania available worldwide.

BioNNA: datasets and policy

BioNNA is currently the largest aggregator of primary biodiversity data in Albania anc
planned to grow further by aggregating new datasets. However, the aggregation of
dataset into the federation is not an automated process. Each dataset musettauelawe! of
data quality, as well as a minimum mandatory set of data: a unique ID for each obse
record, the scientific name of the taxon, latitude and longitude. For consistency purpos
suggested that the coordinates follow the WG S84ygghic system in decimal degrees. Th
minimum requirements are evaluated by the Scientific Committ&odiNA. In addition to
the minimum mandatory dataset, many other data can potentially be included. Those
have been already implemented in thetApp of BioNNA are: date of survey or collectio
collector or observer, locality of collection or observation, community in which the orga
was surveyed and references. Furthermore, the use of ABCD, which lists ca. 1200 c
permits far more datfor each observation record to be aggregated iBitiéNA federation.

BioNNA is also storing data on sensitive taxa. In this case, a relevant issue is given by g
the exact locations of occurrence, providing the risk of misuse of those sendifiv®y qearties
with commercial interests. On the other hand, the exact location of sensitive taxa (e.g.
classified as threatened by th&CN i critically endangered, endangered or vulnerdbkeg.
important nursery colony of bats, den site of beatter holts etc.) is an important source
information for decisiormakers, such as the Ministry of Environment, the Natig
Environmental Agency (NEA), the National Agency of Protected Areas (NAPA) and
Ministries and development agencies. Hersamsitive data will not be displayed online, |
provided under strict safeguard policy, in order to avoid their mis
Currently,BioNNA aggregates not only data of taxa listed in the Birds and Habitats Direc
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but also of several other taxa and guuially of all those which are known to occur in 1
country. This is of pivotal importance for Albania, since the data aggregaB:dNINA could
provide evidence of the need for protection of some endemic/rare taxa or highlight areas
biodiversiy or relevance, deserving some degree of protection.

Using BioNNA

The web portal oBioNNA (www.bionna.a) provides users with several ways to access
data. The query system hosts two tools, one fotpgn and one f or ani
section, in addition to the data sheets, users can visualise a data table with all the oc
records for a species. For each occurrence, ID number, latitude and longitude, as we
optional details @ reported (when available: date of data entry, number of individuals, ty
data collected, references, vegetation community (only for plants) and locality in whi
individual has been found; Fig). In this section, the user can also create taspaference file
(.shp) for each selected species and visualise it by using the WebGIS viewer, which ig
the most relevant features BioNNA. It displays occurrence points on a satellite may
Albania, evidencing protected areas, as well as tesmorders (Fig3 ) . From t
datad page, it is possible, using the b
taxon into the WelsIS Viewer. This can be done for a single taxon or for a selection of
The viewer displays thpoints on the map, hence allowing a preliminary analysis of the s
distribution of the taxa. Furthermore, it is possible to access the metadata associated
shapefile of each taxon. From t he 06 &pdatd
table of occurrence records in Excel format (.xls), which was chosen since it can be in
into several modelling and analysis tools (e.g. MaxEnt (Elith et al. 2011) and Ge
(Bachman et al. 2011)).

Biodiversity monitoring, with the focus on threatened species and winter bird census is b
consolidated in order to provide reliable datatfar policy makers.

Hunting ban is showing significant effects in wild fauna populations

50


http://www.bionna.al/

Legend

[:] Bredhi i Hotoves-Dangelli

- Divjaka-Karavasta
B «orab-Koritnik
I Lake Shkodra
I:I Buna River-Velipoje

- Tomorri Mountain

I shebenik-Jabllanica

Pristina

[ £
Oia
Xuma
" -
Skopije
L rmlcine
$ vi
YELES'™
Vele s
Hugret FEAAR.O.
MACEDONIA
rrifep
PRILEY
Elbasan Ohsid °
J NOVA
ALBANITA N
Lushnjé RESEN
Gramsh
I R U —
Flotina
Adgind o
€6
S oauly Kastoria vy it
f
Tepetene ' Lontia
Pérmet §
AT A AT Glevena
Koy
K
M
iy loannina By
Cortn o
e B Trikala
Ayiss Igoamenitsg W il 7L o Mg
Matthaee e s Ljou T
A 0510 20 30 40 Kadlaiito

y e Kilometers
inta THE
Sources: Esri, DeLorme, USGS, NPS, Sources; Esri. USGS] NOAA

1

51



https://natureconservation.pensoft.net/article/22387/zoom/fig/11/
https://natureconservation.pensoft.net/article/22387/zoom/fig/11/

Aichi target 11By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per ce
coastal and marine areas, especially arepanticular importance for biodiversity and
ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologic
representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other effechaseatea
conservation measures, antegrated into the wider landscape and seascapes.

Albania has contributed to ti#achi target 11, namely thincrease of Protected Areas coveri
in the country to 18,5 % of the territooy 526 thousand hectares well asto increase thei
management effectiveness.

Selected case studies are listedelow as successfulexamples of protected are
managemenin terms ofeffectiveness

The assessment of 51 protected areas of Albanwas conducted using the Managem
Effectiveness Tracking Tool (METT) in the frame of the projéaturAL. This assessment is
show case of the ways management effectiveness of protected areas can belimpidves
the main topic of tht UCN WCC Wor kshop on O6The Bene
Fostering I nnovative Solutions for a PI
The highest percentage of poor effectiveness was observed with respect to fi
mana@ment and budget security, and availability and maintenance of equipment. The
percentage of excellent scores was reported on the legal status of protected areas and
of values.

Wildfires were reported as the most common threat to proteoeas in Albania, whereé
logging and wood harvesting as the most serious threat that causes degradation of th
values in protected areas. In general, the threats related to the use of biological resg
protected areas were present in thst vaajority of protected areas in Albania. The findings
the assessment are intended to assist the National Agency for Protected Areas (N/
identifying the priorities in improving the management effectiveness of the protected a
the country.

The METT, developed by WWF and the World Bank, follows the IUCN Framewor}
assessing Protected Area Management Effectiveness (IUCN PAME Framework),
focusing on contex planning, inputs and process.

Priority areas for MCPA network protectia characterized, including location, size a
distribution of sites based on species life history factors and habitat types, to in
coverage of the coastal and marine protected areas of Albania through the enga
and contribution of experts andarsgroups/stakeholders.

The Management Committee of the KaraburGmizani MPA, the National Park Lloga
and the Natural Complex KaraburdRreza e KanaliOrikum-TragjasDukat is
operative and addressing immediate and unanticipated needs to naturalcee
management on an egoing basis.

An inter- and intragovernment agency decisionaking model (set of protocols ar
procedures) is developed to collaboratively address management issues concerr
MCPA network throughout Albania, both for losigrm gdanning purposes an
immediate and unanticipated needs to natural resource management, ongamg
basis.

Development Scorecard for MCPAs shows an increased systematic, institution
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individual capacity by at least 20% in each category.

A StrategicPlan for the Information Centre of Karaburt®azani MPA, including af
environmental education and awareness raising plan and a financial plan develop
made operative by implementing identified priority actions; the current Sustai
Tourism Plan inplemented; at least 2 hotel owners in Vlora Bay engaged
certification process; An assessment completed contributing to transition to Susts
Fisheries as by EU Maritime and fisheries policies 22020

So far concrete results includktobilization and engagement celevant stakeholders
locally and nationally and establishing cooperation and collaboration between then
municipality to the national level ministries; reviving of the Management Committee
the KaraburuniSazani MPA, while guidance, support andiféation is provided to the
Regional Administration pf Protected Areas (RAPA) of Vlora for accomplishing sev
management actions, both for lotgrm planning purposes, as well as for addressing
immediate needs to site management and achieving adciipation of all relevant
local and central agencies, stakeholder groups and economic sectors.

Synergies and liaison is also focused with international organizations /dong
collaborate with key project partners and aligning funding opportunitiedh whie
demanding management activities at KarabuBazani MPA (MedPAN, EU, Critica
Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF), Conservatoire du Littoral, etc.)
Implementation of priority activities with the local partners to ensure the-teng in
situ survival and conservation of the globally rare, endangered or threatened g
found in - Karaburuni- Sazani at their natural densities. A sea turtle rehalidin
center is established as minimum support and initial reception center, emergenc
and their release upon recovery. Educational activities with local schools are
organized in the center, particularly the application of turtle reporting potddrom the
administration of the Marine Park and involved research groups (and interrn
students) including also instructions on how to handle and treat turtle species w
rehabilitation center (record of turtle species data, morphometric meyasuats, medica
treatment practices, etc.).

Identifying the touristic operators for implementation of best practices andlabetling
certification

Initiate the process for reducing of the negative impacts from the mismanaged
streams generated froeconomic operators and other subjects along the Vlore bay
introduce sustainable approaches that improve waste collection and disposal s\
namely for used oil and plastics, their separation, collection, treatment and dispos
costs to introdue such standards. Assistance and facilitation of the waste recycling
actions (plastic and used cooking oil) along the coastline and branding and awa
among the targeted stakeholders and communities in respect to waste re
activities.

Apprasal of fishing resources and its management scope including existing fi
techniques and tool (fishing gears); in cooperation with the Ministry of Agricultur
was esti mat ed f i stésifon\gloravaeadsHinemta@rgas.c oor di n
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Protecting Albania's Marine and Coastal Biodiversity project (GEF-UNDP)

In cooperation with Ministry of Environment and Local Authorities in Orikumi
continuously steeredp synergies and efforts from all stakeholders to accomplish
main objective: improved managemt and conservation of marine ecosystems in
piloted area of SazaKaraburuni, but countrywide as well

The Management Plan for Karabur@®azan Marine Protected Area has been develq
through a participatory ap pwookshops, consuitativ
meetings, opinion polls, etc

The structure of the Management Pl an
Areas Management Pl ans in Albaniaodo apiq
February 2013. It deals with da$ption of the National Marine ParkN(MP), followed
by an analysis of stakeholders and description of PA natural ecosystems, of exist
and visitor facilities , , current and foreseen governance structure, cultural landsca
heritage, as well astidies and scientific research related to the marine protected
(MPA). The plan also addresses management aspects, stating the vision of the M
management themes and management zones of the NMP

The MCPA Sazan Kraburuni is actually managent subject to prioritized activitig
whose performance is monitored through METT assessment tool;

In 2015, theMinister of Environment approved the Management Pkor the first time
in Albania, a Management Plan is accompad by aBusiness Ran. Priority actions
outlinedin the Management Plan acerrently under implementatmo

Enforcement and control mechanisms such as surveillance /patrolling in the targe
of SazanrKaraburuni, are ensuring mitigation and peetion of all kind of damages ar
environment pressures

A number of Memorandums of Understandings have been implemented invg
stakeholders in the process of surveillance, monitoring and law enforcemer
protected areas

Six rangers work dgether with local structures based on an operational plan
controlling illegal fishing and hunting, grazing, fires

Socioeconomic assessment of Sazakaraburuni marine and coastal protected are
guiding the development of ecotourism thus atineg synergies with other ongoir
initiatives in the marine area

Strategic Plan on Marine and Coastal Protected Areas assists a coordinated ¢
making for an ecosysteimased spatial management, ensuring sustainable develoj
while conservingand managing natural biodiversity and resourcedslincorporated in
the Strategic Document of the Biodiversity Protection and Action Plan rec
approved by the Government of Albanialn line with this, there are two new poté
MPA under assessmenamely Portd Palermo and Rodoni Cape

For both aras, an ecological assessmentaigied out including completion of th
biodiversity survey, desk studies of the existing data, field data gathering on n
biodiversity and ecology, zoning andrdarcation of sensitive areas, drafting the se
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regulatory instruments to proclaim the area. The management plan is under prep
for Porto Palermo

A global performance management tool called Management Effectiveness Trackin
(METT) has ben introduced in Marine Protected Areas. More tharf bélthe local
administration ardgrained how to use METT tools. The tool has established the basg
for further monitoring of the situation in the protected areas across the coun
compliance withConventions on Protected Areas and European Union requirement

Training Needs Assessment has belme and training modules for Marine and Coa
Protected Areas have been developed targeting the stakeholders and personnel.

A comprehensive public awareness and communiogaticcampaign havebeen
implemented throughout the project implementation targeting national counter
students, civil society and the media. The campaign helped raise awareness al
need to conserve the marine coastal protected areas

Aichi target 16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and tf
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and operat
consigent with national legislation.

Al bania has acceded to the Nagoya Proto
implementation and enforcement through development of the national legal framework a
the introduction of the PIC and MAT system in the courithe amenanent ofthelaw on
biodiversity protection islraftedand is planned to be approved by the end of ZD4@8. will
introducethe PICand MAT procedures in place in Albania for the first time.

Current UNDP-GEF ABS projectactivities: Global ABS Project in Albania was launch
through a national inception workshop held in December 2017 and other bilateral meetin
with key stakeholders.

In consultation with stakeholders, the project is addressing priority issues identified dur
inception workshop, such as awareressing aad advocacy for mutual support for AB
strengthening agrobiodiversity &efforts
rights, and developing inventories of crop wild relatives and local varieties of crops and
breeds as an importantgiminary assessment of the national genetic heritage in Albania
is in addition to establishing an inclusive legal framework, strengthening coordin
integrating ABS regulation across sectors, monitoring legal export of endemic species |1
erhanced border control, and clarifying the roles of relevant government and nongove
agencies and institutions in ABS regulation.

Capacity building is also continuing with the support ofghgect with relevant stakeholders
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Based on the description of your count r yid
Biodiversity Targets, please describe how and to what extent these contributions support t
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainal
Development Goals:

Albanian government has affirmed its full commitment to AtgeA030. The coordination and
leadership of the process is provided by the IMarsterial Canmittee on the SDGs, chairg
by the deputy prime minister of Albania and comprising key government institutions, as w
other stakeholders from the businessamunity, civil society, academia and international
organizations, including the technical support provided by the Department of Developme
Good Governance i n the Pri-MiaisteMal TechsidaléVorkirgy
Group where Institte of Statistics is part of it and the contribution of the United Nations (U
agencies

Achievement of the SDGs in Albania would require further and substantial commitment g
cooperation among all relevant stakeholders in the country. Key challenges ipracess
include

the efforts for establishing a national vision for the year 2030, particularly in the most rele
policy areas for Albania, the identification of policy gaps and acceleration of action in pric
areas, prioritization of the SDGsanlocal context, data availability and reliability, and
strengthening of the institutional capacities of all key stakeholders engaged in the proceg
including the monitoring.

The Institute of Statistics of Albania, (INSTAT) volunteered to prepare thistgiatannex, a
document that was part of the Voluntary National Report 2018, which contained a set of 30
indicators monitoring Al baniabds progress to
an overall SDG picture for the country.

The Governmet has been regularly monitoring progress towards the achievement of the Milleg
Development Goals (MDGS).
A slightly different assessment is contained in the NBHdopted in 2016:

A Albania reached five goalghealthi MDG 5, educatiori MDG 2, infant mortalityi MDG 4,
povertyi MDG 1 and gender equalityMDG 3), and is close to achieving the other four.

A Albania has, overall, reached all the environmentelated targets under MDG 7

A The current challengefor the process of nationalization of the G®is to propose the visig
for 2030, since the current planning documents in the country have the horizon of 2020
few cases, 2025.

A In July 2016 a stocktaking exercise was carried out, using the United Nations Rapid Int
Assessment tool, tassess the level of integration of all goals and targets into the-N &bl
sectoral programmes. The analysis involved the assessment at the goal, target and
levels of the NSDII and over 50 other national strategies, plans and policy do¢amen

A In 2015 2016, the country implemented a pilot project to develop and test SDG 16 targe
indicators

A in July 2016, only 12 of the 50 indicators in the NSDind 14 additional indicators included
other national strategic documents are alsogfdhe global SDGs indicators framework.

A July 2018 GoA presented the VNR in the frame of SDGs implementation
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SECTION VII.
UPDATED BIODIVERSITY COUNTRY PROFILES

Pl ease review and update your countryarghbuseodi ver :
mechani sm. Bi odiversity country profiles provide
implementation of the Convention.

VII. Updated biodiversity country profile (Please review and update the text currently dysulaat
https://www.cbd.int/countriéy

Biodiversity facts

Status and trends of biodiversity, including benefits from biodiversity and ecosystem services anc
functions:

Main pressures on and drivers of changéo biodiversity (direct and indirect):

Measures to etnance implementation of the Convention

Implementation of the NBSAP:

Overall actions taken to contribute to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity
2011-2020:

Support mechanisms for naional implementation (legislation, funding, capacitybuilding,
coordination, mainstreaming, etc.):

Mechanisms for monitoring and reviewing implementation:

Biodiversity facts and measures to enhance implementation of the Convention

COUNTRY PROFILE

Albania is recognised as an important biodiversity hotspot in Europe with high diversity of
ecosystems and habitats with a large number of steno endemic, endemic, rare and globally
OEOAAOCAT AA OPAAEAO POAOGAT O ET OEA Anmafiim®ous ! |
ecosystems, coastal zones, lakes, rivers, and forests, alpine and subalpine areas.

This diversity is attributable to the country's geographic position as well as geological,
hydrological, climatic, soil and relief characteristics. The mountainaiterrain combined

with steep cliffs creates ideal conditions for maintaining and protecting a large number of

ancient species, some of which are endemic or sub endemic. The high diversity of
ecosystems and habitats (marine and coastal ecosystems, wetlapndsver deltas, sand

INote: If the online reporting tool is being used, the text bétcurrent biodiversity profile will be displayefl time
stamp will be added to indicate the date when the update was published
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dunes, lakes, rivers, Mediterranean shrubs, broadleaf, conifers and mixed forests, alpine
and subalpine pastures and meadows, and high mountain ecosystems) offers rich habitats
for a variety of plants and animals.Albania is famous fora high diversity of genetic
resources, species and ecosystems.

In Albania there are approximately 7233 plant groups (including ferns, fungi, lichens,
mosses and algae) and 5438 wildlife specie@ncluding birds, mammals, fish, insects,
decapods, etc.). Alania accounts for approximately 32 % of the European flora, while high
forests of Albania are important habitats for mammals such as: brown bear, the wild boar,
wild goat etc., and many bird species. The rich marine fauna community is an indicator of
the high rates of preservation and quality of these communities in Albania. For years are
encountered approximately 70 water bird species with a population of approximately
180.000 individuals during winter. Albania is also an important crosssection for the
migration of birds and insects. In Albania there are approximately 91 globally endangered
species, includingCrispus crispusPelophylax shqgipericusand Acipenser sturig for which
Albania is a location of special importance.

There are 47 invasive speciesegistered so far. They belong mainly to: nematodes (round
worms) (1), molluscs (1), insects (21), decapods (2), fish (18) and mammals (5).

Meanwhile, regarding the flora the situation is more concerning. There are 196 invasive
species that have been adoptd and cultivated in our circumstances, as well as 81 fully
naturalised species and 16 partially naturalised weeds, 11 remnants from former
cultivation, nine old species and 38 new cases, where 41 foreign species that were
previously registered are supposéd to be extinct.

At the sea flora there are 186 registered specie#n addition, the list of threatened plant
species at the national level is quite extensive, including 319 species, of which 76 species
are under critical threat, 123 species under threatad 120 species under worse conditions,
all at high risk at the national level. In Albania there are about 32 endemic plant species and
approximately 110 other subendemic species sharing their habitats between Albania,
Kosovo, Montenegro, Croatia and Greec

Albania is signatory party of most important international conventions on biodiversity
such as: CBD, Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit
Sharing, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Bern Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), Bonn Convention/Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS), the United Nations Convention
to Comkat Desertification (UNCCD), the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea Against Pollution.

Measures taken for the implementation of the Convention

Since 2014 a hunting ban is in place and being enforced in Albania until 202Reyorts for
the impact of the ban implementation show encouraging results. So fronfdhmeadtion on the
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status of wild fauna species in application of the hunting moratdribaw Nr. 7/2014iA On t h
hunting ban in the -R&6intdy.i c of Al baniao, 2
The moratorium on hunting, initially set for the period 2@D46, followed by the second
moratorium for the period 2018021, have shown a noticeable progress in the emergence and

the number of populations of wild fauna species.

From last year's sueys and monitoring, th@lflowing findings are reported:

A - The presence of migratory birds in the vici
that there is peace and is eliminated to a large extent illegal hunting conditioned the approach of

the svarms of these species on the shore;

A  The presence of some species such as the Gr
Velipoja has been observed, species that had not been reported for years in these areas;

A Numerous pr es ahspeieschés been gddea taoa rgsultbof settling in the
wetlands in application of the hunting moratoriuthis finding has already been verified by the
performance of two census of winter migratory species in February 2016 and January 2017,

A | n nata migratoryobirds, other types of wild fauna such as large mammals have an
increasing trend of their presence confirmed by their presence in trapping cameras set up to
identify rare threatened species such as rays or observations specialized envalonment
associations in the framework of doadginded projects.

e
014

The International Birdwatching Census (IWC) is aninternational program, that hdmseen
launched in Albania since 1993 (with a limited number of top experts and areas in the survey).

In the lastthree years, 2016, 2017 and 2018, the Censusavaed outwith the support of the
Natural Project (EU IPA Program) and with the participation of NGOs and field experts and
ARZM staff.

The number of wetlands subject to the Census has been increasitigreggrears (16 wetlands

in 2016, 19 in 2017, 21 in 2018), as well as number of participants (respectively 64/2017 and
around 90/2018).

From the data collected in the period 2017 and 2018, the total number of birds identified is about
50% higher compareid 2016 Source: Natural Project EU IPA Progran):

A 98,564 individuals in 2016

A 165 268 individuals in
A 139 069 individuals in

2. The DivjakaKaravasta National Park is the wetland area that has the highest number of
waterfowl, where ther are a number of water bird individuals growing over three ye®ith 15
653 individuals in 2016, 39 999 in 2017 and 46,165 individuals in 2018.

3. Also the DivjakeKaravasta National Park is the area with the highest number of species
compared to otlrewetlands- respectively in the three years: 41; 51 and 46 species / species (of
about 60 species recorded on average annually).

4. For a number of birds, the trend of the number of individuals in these three years has also been
increasing:

A F 1 a nhoenigopteris Poseus): 138816, 2365/2017 and 3776/2018;

A Large oak ( Mar @6, 4671R/801%and1p9y9y/20184 6 7 1/ 2

A Sorghum ( Ay 2016 BO646/2017 andar286/20980 6 /

A Rose hare ( ROLG 3595201F and 52P14/20384 6 O /
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ASpitula (Spatula clypeata): 574/2016, 1 329/2017 and 2088/

A Blueberry (Vanellus vanellus): 3881/2016, 7
Regulating services

Forests and grassland sequester carbon; as other Adriatic countries, Albania has low carbon
emissiondrom traffic, industries and other sources, while the land cover is dominated by nature,
resulting in a relatively | arge proportion of
(Schulp et al., 2012).

Al bani ads Adriati c c orgotectiom againstacrosipo asif; ths ateae nt 1 8
combines a high level of erosion protection with a high sensitivity for erosion due to the slopes,
sensitive soils and erosive rainfall combined with intensive use of the region by humans (Schulp

et al., 2012)Similarly coastal areas, wetlands and floodplains represent a good opportunity for
flood protection al ornigerivetlsbani ads coastline an

Provision ofservices

Al baniads high diversity of ecosystoduttisthah nd s p
have a significant nutritional and/or economic value. The mountainous areas are particularly
important for wild food collection (Schulp et al., 2012). Amongst the species of high economic
value, one can find 300 medicinal and aromatic plantiepe 40 fodder plant species, 50
recognised plants for the production of honey, 70 food plants, and various species of fish, sea
food and mollusc (Ministry oEnvironment of Albania, 2015).

Extension of the Protected Areas network in Albania

Increase bthe protected areas with ;B8% of the total surface of the counfor 526 thousand
hectares)through new designation of protected areas or the extension of the existing ones
namely

1 Extension of Natinal Park of Tomorri Mountain,

1 Proclamation of Kratei Verion as Protected Landscape, and

1 Designation of Zagori area as Nature Patkof them during the 2018
The Ministry of Tourism and Environment is working on the extensiddatfire Monument of
ASyri i Kalt+r o and iffiSsyrdiesii gknaalttizorndo as Natur e
The map of the current network of Protected Areas in Albania and the database is attached in the
Annex of this report.

Management plans of protected areas

Approval of management plans of protected areas: 5 management plans aredajpAyé

2018 for National Park of Shebenikbllanice, Protected landscape of BMadipoje river,

Nature monuments of Syri i Kalter, Palase and mixed forest of Maliqi.

Actions plans approved for threatened/protected species: action plan for Pelecapus C
(2017) and the action plan for Balkan Lynx is in the process of being approval.

There has been a process of revision of the inventory and monitoring methodologies for species
of wild fauna, as well as monitoring and inventory particularly for b{slimter census for
migratory birds 2016 2018) together with respective reports on their status.
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There is a progress towards the implementation of Nagoya Protocol for which the report of
legal framework is conducted and also the identification of ledalreeeded in order to fulfill

the obligations towards this Protocol.

Through the assistance of GEF/UNDP projects, Albania has established the integrated
system and related platform. Contribution is also provided for integrated management of

pilot protected areas.

Updating of the Strategic Policy Document on Biodiversity Protectioa (SPDBP, which
includes the Action Plan, as the key policy document on nature and biodiversity protection
domain has taken into account these issues, as part of the Nationalréegy for
Development andintegration (NSDI) for the period until 2020, was completed in 2015. The
next revision will be scheduled in the course of this year.
For the implementation of the Conventionthe undertaken measures from responsible
institutions w ere:
- Research and studies related to biodiversity, in particular in some project areas
through the monitoring program.
- Legal framework, where the law on Protected Areas, and the law CGmodiversity
protection are the main achievements
- Republic of Albaniahas adhered into two Protocols of the Conventions of the

Biologica Diversity:

V The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable
Sharingof Benefits through Law no. 113/2012, 22.11.2012;

V The NagoyaKuala Lumpur Supplementary Préocol on Liability and Redress to
the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, adhered to by Law no. 112/2013, of
22.11.2012;

- Action plans for protection of habitats and species.
- Reporting at the CBD, its Protocols and work program#lbania has report in:

V Fifth National Report of Albania for CBD was finalized in June 2014;

V Third National Report of Albania to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety was
submitted in December 2015and

V TheNational Work Program for Protected areas to CBD wasvised and updated
for the period 2018-2020 in cooperation with the National Agency of Protected
Areas in the beginning of 2018.
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Funding biodiversity activities in Albania

Project related to biodiversity

Following project and activities related to biodiversity are undertakenn Albania last years:
¥ Albania signed the UNCCD in 2000 and during 2012016 Albanian MoE was
assisted in reporting to UNCCDRhrough a GEF project entitledElaboration of the
action plan harmonized with the Strategic Plan of the UNCCD and the preparation o
OEA . AOEI T AI 2ADT OO0 An@hed prajeetArelatgd fo Odntl OET T 0 ¢
degradation is being implemented in Albania GEBNEP, for the period 2018021.

®l During the period 2014-2016 and ongoing there are several other initiatives aiming
establishment of information systems related to biodiversity and environmental
data. Biodiversity National Network of Albania (BIONNA) datalse has been
finalized in 2018 x EQEET OEA . AOOOA c¢nnm DHOT EAAODS
Strengthening national capacity in natureprotection - preparation for Natura 2000
network. The goal of the project is to implement managemeryilans in at least five

protected areas, and prepare a preliminary list of Natura 2000 sites in Albania.

W A4EA 5.3080 O%OOAAI E OE E lInformatiorA Mandger®d anell OE OT |
-TTEOT OET ¢ 3UOOATI 'I1ECIAA xEOE OEA -'11AAI
2019) will cover indicators from three groups: 1. Climate Change, 2. Land
Degradation and 3. Biodiversity with a special focus on climate change and land
degradation. This project is evaluating previous environmental information systems
in Albania aiming creation of new integrated Environmental Information
Management and Monitoring System. Within this project the aim is also to develop
and plan the applicaton of standard indicators encompassing UNFCCC, CBD and
UNCCD conventions. The project also aims at focusing on capacities needed for data
collection and processing, data interpretation and reporting towards international
obligations of the country. This poject does not plan to create its own biodiversity
information system but will integrate or relate with the BIONNA database.

¥l The ALFIS (Albanian Information Forestry Information system) is being developed
within the Albanian Forest Information System Degn and Quality Assurance
project (2015-2018) jointly financed by GEF EBRDand Swedish Development
Agency through the World Bank. The project will establish the Albanian Forest
Information System (ALFIS) at the forestry sector. The system will capture
information on forests and pastures under all types of ownership. The goal is to
create a permanent (not a project based) system for recording and reporting forest
and pasture information and avoiding duplication of work. The overall objective of
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the consultancy is to support the forestry sector to complete the planning and
design stage as well as monitor the implementation phase and quality assurance of
the System.

¥ ANFI Project financed ly World Bank is implemented for the period 20152019.
The specific olpective of this project was:
Build MoE/NEA capacities to design and implement a National Forest afhstures
Monitoring System that will provide the required information on forest condition,
cover and dynamics while at the same time generating new relevardata on
parameter such adorest carbon and biodiversity.

W' %& $OET 001 EAAO O%l AAI ET ¢ 40AT OAT O1 AAOU
2 A0 OOAAO - AT ACAi AT O ET OEA AgOAT AAA $OEI

Water Information Database for Drin bags in riparian economies (Kosovo, Albania,
Macedonia, Montenegro and Greece) related to the management of water resources
in Drin basin. The database will contain information related to water quality, water
guantity and other environmental indicators impacting this basin. This database is
planned to be GIS based. The project is still in its initial phase.

W In the framework of the global project on Nagoya Protocol implementation, Albania
is participating, in cooperation with UNDP, as one of the countries difie Eastern
Europe, to complete the national legal framework and build capacities for the ABS
Protocol enforcement in the country.

Data collection about environment in Albania are performed by Universities and froon
Governmental Organization(NGO). There are several fields covered well by data collection
from academic institutions but there are several other taxonomic groups which are still not
covered at all Also biodiversity data collections from NGO aresporadic and mainly
conducted within internationally funded projects but with considerably limited scope
compared to universities. An important role in data production in Albania has played
investigations carried out by foreign scientist.Data provisions remain one of the weakest
points in managementof biodiversity data in all institutions in Albania. Thus EIMMS
project and Natura 2000 project develop togethethe list of biodiversity indicators which
are important step towards meeting standards of international conventions related to
environment and biodiversity.
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Major laws and regulations about biodiversity in the Republic of Albania are as follav

Albania has adopted several legal acts regarding environment, biodiversity, forests and
nature protection. The main laws and regulations relaté to biodiversity are presented
above. Further, some other laws and regulations are presented as follow:

2 Law on Hunting (Law no. 10253, date 11.3.2010),

> Law on Wild Fauna Protection (Law No0.10006, dated 23.10.2008, amended in
2012),

2 Law on the rules aml procedures governing the international trade of endangered
species of wild fauna and flora (Law N0.9867, dated 31.1.2008, amended in 2012),

2> Law on Biodiversity Protection (Law No. 9587, dated 20.07.2006, amended in
2012),

> 4EAR |, Ax ypTgmpyxy @WAAOCOO0 OATOARIORGAO! 1T AOOOA +
framework in terms of the management of information

2 Law on Environment Protection no. 10 431 (2011).

2 Law no. 10440, date 07.07.2011. For the assessment of impact on the environment,
as amended by the law no. 12/205, date 26.02.2015.

2 Law No 7/2014 for Moratorium on Hunting in Republic of Albania restricted the
hunting in Albania for a period of two years.

2 Law No 61/2016 for Moratorium on Hunting in Republic of Albania restricts the
hunting in Albania for a periodof five years.

2 Law N. 7623, date 13 October 1992, on Forests and Forestry Police, amended by law
N. 7838, dt. 10.06.1994 and law N. 8906, dt. 06.06.2002

Albania does not have a separate law on nature conservation but it has a law on
Biodiversity Protection No 9587 (2006) and the amendment to this law done on 2014.
There is a bylaw of this law related to the establishment of inventory and monitoring
T AOxT OE OAI AGAA Oi AEIT AEOCAOOEOU s$#- 118 wrt |1
criteria for the establishment of the inventory and monitotE 1T ¢ T AOx1T OE &I O AEIT A
1 Law No. 9587, dated 20.07.2006, O/ T " ET AEOAOOEOWCM Nd BAOOAODE
dated 20.01.2016h O/ 1 OEA ' POl OAl 1 &£ OEA 300AC
Biodiversity Protectiono (SPDBF, established the legal basis for the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity and for achieving the targets set by the
Convention on Biological Diversity. The law and DCM are based on the objectives of
the Convention on Biological Diversity and other iodiversity -related conventions
which Albania is a Party to, as well as of related EU directives (e.g. Habitat and Wild
Bird Directive). The law identifies the instruments for biodiversity planning
(Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, biodiversity invetorying and monitoring
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network, emergency plans and transoundary impact assessments), as well as
three protection categories: protected, specially protected and degraded
ecosystems, habitats and landscapes.

1 The updated National Biodiversity Strategy andn Action Plan for the Period 2014
2020 was developed through facilitated participative stocktaking exercise on
biodiversity planning and development of national biodiversity targets in response
to the global Aichi Targets. Further to the revision itself @d update of NBSAP was
aiming at fully integration with new aspects of the CBD strategic plan including
mainstreaming the plan, and anchoring it, during implementation, into national
development frameworks; also evaluating ecosystem services and promoting
ecosystembased adaptation and resilience. The NBSAP secured strengthening of
the national frameworks in terms of for resource mobilization, convention reporting
and exchange mechanisms.

f Law no. 9868 of 04.02.2008 O/ 1 OiT I A AEAT CAO AT A 8806,AT Al Al
of 06.06.2002¢ / T HOT OAAOAA AOAAOGSG AOOAAI EOEAA OF
protected areas, as well asecognised particular protected areas of interest for the
European Community In addition, the law provides for internal subzones for each
protected area or area in conservation.

1 Law no. 81/2017, O/ 1 DOI OAAOAA AOAAOG68 4EEW®thl Ax EOQ
the %O OT PAAT AE OA A OE@ Ahe tohssrvaton df natuilthabiais ard
I £ xEI A A£AOThi obfettive ofiisl lawAspromulgation, preservation,
management, sustainable use of protected areas and their natural and biological
resources based on the principle of sustainable developmerthe aim of this law is
to provide special protection for environmental protected ares and important
components of biodiversity.

Anothercrucialmoment with an important contributiaa nature and biodiversity coincides with
the start of the process of European integration of Alban2006, following signature of the
StabilizationAssogation Agreement (SAA) with the Europe&mion, and its effectiveness in
2008.Further on Albania received the status of a candidate country to the EU in June 2014. The
main crosssectoral strategy after the Stabilization and Association Agreement S&jrvadsr
National Environment Strategy 2007 2013.
Furthermore, he Strategic Policy Document on Biodiversity Protecto(SPDBB clearly
identifies themain areas of work, in particular:
(i) The increase of the Protected Areas (PAs) coverage g % on terestrial PAs and
10% on marine and inland waterds PAs;
(i) The elaboration of Management Plans and their implementation in the field,;
(i) The completion of the legal framework in line with the EOdquits for nature and
environment in accordance with the Birds &tabitats Directive;
(iv) The elimination of illegal logging and hunting;
(v) Implementation of action plans for threatened species and habitats.
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Thus, since the approval of SPDBP from 2016 up to now at national level the following
measures are undertaken:
1 DCM No. 354, date 2.5.201&For the extenssion and designatiornZafjori Regional to

Natur al Par ko.

17 DCM No. 467, date 267 . 2018 t n®n ekhension of AMal i
Parlo .

T DCMNo. 468, d a toredes@yrtatiod of Krastg@rjorfinkture ecosysm as
AProtected | andscapebo

1 DCM No. 661, date 31.10.201n the extension of Lura NationaafR and creation of
ALuMal i i Dejalso National P

1 DCM No. 593, date9.10.2018f0n composition, functions, duties and resposibilities of
Management Committesf the Environmental protected Areas

T Order of the Mini stManagdmem Plan foethe pnotpctiootbéa | of
Dalmatian PelicanRelecanus crispusin Albania.

1 Order of the Minister for the protection thie BalkanLynx (Lynx lyny in Albana.

Annexes
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Map of current network of Protected Areas in Albania
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Map of Ramsar sites of Albania
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