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United Nations Decade on Biodiversity





Ref.: SCBD/MCO/AF/NP/OH/87585

 9 August 2018

N O T I F I C A T I O N

Request for Information – Sustainable Tourism
Dear Madam/Sir,


At its thirteenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopted decision XIII/3 in which Parties were invited to take a number of actions related to biodiversity and tourism development (paragraph 82) and requested the Executive Secretary to compile information on activities to support Parties in decision‑making for sustainable tourism development and rural community tourism (paragraph 111).
With a view to compiling such information, I would like to request Parties to respond to the enclosed questionnaire, which has been formulated on the basis of topics mentioned in paragraph 82 of decision XIII/3. The questionnaire is also available online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P5ZTSZX. Parties may use either the online form or send their completed questionnaire response by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int, as soon as possible, and no later than 30 September 2018.  Information submitted on or before that date will be synthesized and made available to Parties through the clearing-house mechanism prior to the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
In 2019, the Secretariat will also make available information gained from an analysis of information provided by Parties in their sixth national reports, related to tourism activities, as also requested in paragraph 111 of decision XIII/3. I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to encourage Parties to provide also information related to mainstreaming biodiversity into tourism development, as appropriate to national circumstances, in their sixth national reports, which are due for submission by 31 December 2018.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and for your continued support for the work of the Convention. 
Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Cristiana Paşca Palmer, PhD
Executive Secretary

Enclosure
QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY – SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
Name and Position: __________________________________________________________________
Name of the Ministry/Agency/Country: __________________________________________________
E- mail/contact: _____________________________________________________________________
1) Has your government developed and/or adopted policies, programmes and frameworks, or strengthened existing ones, that promote sustainable tourism with the participation of indigenous peoples and local communities, subnational and local governments, the private sector and civil society? If so, please provide details and references for additional information, that can be sent as separate files.
2) Has your government produced or compiled information on the positive and negative impacts on biodiversity of tourism planning, operation and management, including with respect to investments, development of infrastructure, job creation, and to “pay-back” mechanisms (reinvestment of parts of tourism revenues on biodiversity conservation and ecosystem restoration at the local or community level)? Please explain and provide additional information and/or links. 
3) Please provide examples (short descriptions and/or complementary documents) of training, educational materials or other forms of capacity-building your country has organized on tourism-related financial instruments to support protected areas and their agencies, such as entrance and tourism service fees, concessions and licences, with or without the participation of national and subnational protected areas agencies, the private sector, civil society and indigenous peoples and local communities.  
4) Which activities and tools did your country develop and execute on communication, education and public awareness (CEPA) for tourists, tourism professionals and host communities? Do they include voluntary standards, certification systems, awards and other forms of recognition for excellence? Can you provide links or additional information on these activities or tools? 
5) How does your country/ministries promote rural community tourism (community-based tourism in rural and remote areas) and/or sustainable ecotourism activities and operations? Do you have concrete evidence of the links of those activities to the Convention, i.e., that these activities rely on, and contribute to biodiversity conservation? Please provide short answers and/or complementary sources of information. 
6) Has your government developed other programmes, policies and activities relevant to the contribution of tourism to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and/or to the valuation of biodiversity related to tourism operation and development? Please explain. 
For the topics above, please also let us know if you plan to conduct such activities in the foreseeable future. If you have any questions regarding the survey, please contact oliver.hillel@cbd.int. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION

	To : CBD National Focal Points
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