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Walia Ibex population in Ethiopia

• Endemic to Ethiopia.

• Listed as endangered and Simien 

Mountains National Park is the 

only location for it.

Example of a biodiversity indicator #1

• Although the population has 

been increasing over the past 

decade or so, the habitat 

continues to be degraded by 

human encroachment.

• 1996 – Critically Endangered 

• 2008 – Endangered 

Population trend of Walia ibex in 

Simien Mountains National Park, 

Ethiopia. 



Deforestation and Land Use change in Zimbabwe

Example of a biodiversity indicator #2
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Protection status of vegetation types in South Africa in 2010 

Example of a biodiversity indicator #3



• Of the 437 vegetation types in South Africa, 

71 vegetation types are not protected and 88 

are “hardly protected”. 

• South Africa has an NBSAP target that by 

Protection status of vegetation types in South Africa in 2010 –

Results of the analysis 

• South Africa has an NBSAP target that by 

2020 its protected areas network will cover 

12% of the terrestrial environment. 

• Development in 2010 of this indicator for the 

target found that the country had 6% of its 

terrestrial area under protection, which 

resulted in additional funding for the creation 

of Provincial Nature Reserves.









• Track progress in achieving targets

• Guide policy design & implementation:

o Highlight where action is needed

Uses of biodiversity indicators:

www.bipindicators.net

o Highlight where action is needed

o Adaptive management

• Build support:

o Communicate simple messages



What is a successful indicator? What is a successful indicator? 

Scientifically valid – theory of relationship between the indicator 

and its purpose (what change in the indicator means) + reliability 

of the data

Based on available data – over time (monitoring)

www.bipindicators.net

Responsive to change in the issue of interest

Easily understandable – conceptually + presentation + 

interpretation

Relevant to user’s needs

It is used! 

(for measuring progress, early-warning, understanding an issue, 

awareness-raising, …)



The Biodiversity Indicators 
Development Framework

www.bipnational.net
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•Indicator Guidance and 

factsheets

•Useful literature

•Indicator resources

www.bipnational.net





CBD STRATEGIC 

PLAN

2011 -2020

Understand the topics & 

background/origins of 

the 20 targets

Compile the existing 

relevant policies, 

programmes & 

knowledge in the country 

for each target

Determine for each target 

the extent to which 

existing policies, 

programmes & knowledge 

are sufficient for setting 

national targets

Decide if national targets 

will be set for all 20 Aichi 

Determine indicators & 

milestones of success,

data gathering & reporting 

mechanisms for each 

national target

Draft, discuss and agree 

national versions of the 

Government adoption 

of updated NBSAP with 

Possible steps in updating NBSAPs with the Aichi Targets

= steps involving analysis 

of biodiversity 

information

will be set for all 20 Aichi 

Targets  (phased 

approach?)

national versions of the 

Aichi Targets in a 

participatory approach
Develop strategies and 

action plans for each of the 

national CBD targets, in a 

participatory process

of updated NBSAP with 

national targets (& 

indicators?)

Implementation of NBSAP 

(including resource 

mobilisation & capacity 

building)

Reporting to CBD 

Secretariat

NBSAPs adopted

(COP 12, 2014)

5th National Reports

(March 2014)

NBSAP progress & targets

(COP 11, 2012)
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Formed in 2007, its primary focus was to report on the global progress 

towards achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target.

UNEP-WCMC is the Secretariat.

Following  CoP-10, the BIP is developing four components:

Biodiversity Indicators Partnership (BIP)

www.bipindicators.net

Following  CoP-10, the BIP is developing four components:

•Development and use of global, regional and national biodiversity 

indicators

•Capacity building and learning for biodiversity indicators

•Mainstreaming biodiversity indicators into other sectors 

•www.bipindicators.net – the website for information resources and e-

learning on biodiversity (and related) indicators 



Indicators for the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020

Ad-Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG ) on indicators for the 

Strategic Plan - June 2011:

• Recommend development of the global indicator suite;

• Develop guidance and propose options to support Parties in • Develop guidance and propose options to support Parties in 

their development of indicators, monitoring, reporting and 

setting of targets;

• Advise on strengthening the linkages between global and 

national indicator development and reporting.

IPBES – Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services



Some final messages

• Having an inspiring and clear target is more 

important than the right indicators.

• There are data limitations, but a lot is 

www.bipindicators.net

• There are data limitations, but a lot is 

possible with existing data – demonstrate the 

benefits of investing in biodiversity indicators, 

monitoring and reporting.

• Have a national post, committee or institution 

responsible for the gathering, analysis and 

communication of biodiversity information.



Thank you
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Obstacles to successful indicator development and use

• Lack of resources – funding, expertise, data.

• Insufficient stakeholder/audience consultation.

• Project-based (i.e., unsustained) data collection 

and/or management.

www.bipnational.net

and/or management.

• Data may not be appropriate for indicator purpose, 

therefore possibly not sufficiently sensitive to change.

• Part of a wider process of policy/strategy development 

and target setting - can be an after-thought and 

therefore indicator suite possibly not appropriately 

designed.


