Biodiversity Conservation and Poverty Reduction

In Chifeng, Inner Mongolia of China

Environment Protection Bureau of Inner
Mongolia of China




GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF
CHIFENG

Located in southeast Inner Mongolia, with a total
area of 90,725 KM

12 countie: (or gi) unde its administratioi;

Population: 4.6 million
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Biodiversity in Chifeng

e Chifeng has rich natural resources including geatistone forest,
spring, desert and Moulin. There are five riverd ane big lake as well
as arable land of 17.6 millianu .

« Chifeng has rich plants, animals, microorganisnts\arious
ecological combinations generated by its compbsxral conditions an
long geological history. Numerous genes are founaliid plant and
animal species which result in rich genetic divgrand have high
economic and scientific values.
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Biodiversity Conservation in Chifeng

Key Measures:
«  Strictly control overgrazing beyond carrying capacity cdgglands, by
iImplementing grazing ban, captive breeding and grasslelmahilitation;
« |dentify areas where development is prohibited, limited alhowed,;
 Restort ecologically degrade area anc contro further humair-
induced damages;
 Restore lake ecology and protect biodiversity in lakes;
« Establish eco villages, towns and counties or cities;
« Establish a group of protected areas;

« Establish a system of ecological monitoring and consermati

management.



Establishment and management of protected areas

By 2010, a total of 29 protected areas established
covering an area of 14,722 Kiand accounting for
16.36 of land area of Chifeng;

e 7 nationa-level anc 8 province-level protecte:
areas established




Strengthening management of PAs

Increase management bodies and personnel for PAs

« By 2010, management bodies have been
established for all PAs in Chifeng, with 10 PAs

havinc their own independer managemel bodies;

« A total of 447 people now working in these

management bodies.




Working together with forest and other sectors In
common efforts to improve management of PAs and law
enforcement
o Joint surveys of protected areas to find solutions to
Improve management of protected areas;

e Joint inspection on law enforcemer in protecte
areas.




Biodiversity Conservation Projects

» China-Canada Biodiversity Conservation Project

o China and Canada started in 1998 a project on biodiversitgawation

and community development in Inner Mongolia;
o Dalinuo’er PA selected as first site for project implemdiota

o Various traininc activities undertaker ecc-tourisir strateg' develope;

management plan developed and plan developed for natureums

o Dalinuo’er Nature Museum established in 2005 as a hightyual

environmental education facility.
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» China-Korea Project aims

o To improve living conditions of farmers in semi-arid desert grasslands;

o To achieve harmony between environmental protection and sustainable
agriculture and husbandry development;

o Torestore ecological conditions in deserts;
~ Wetland Conservatior Project

o Initiated in 2006 and Dalinuo’er selected as one of the first sites foreptoj
implementation (investment totalling 27.7 million yuan RMB).

o Drinking problem solved in 2008 for 1,480 people and 26,521 domestic animals
as a result of running water project implemented as part of wetland cotiserva
project.




Poverty reduction in protected areas

o Workshop on Biodiversity Conservation and Poverty
Reduction held in July 2010 in Chifeng, with the support of the
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China.
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MIGRATING PEOPLE LIVING IN PAS

o Grassland habitats destroyed as farming and huspaacthmunities
expand and grassland ecosystems exceed theirrmpogpacities;

o Grassland areas shrunk due to overgrazing for amalgclimatic
aridity, which also leads to ecological imbalanoggrassland
ecosystems, grassland and land degradation/deseitih;

o To reduce pressures on grasslands and protectas] aeople living
In Aluke’rchin PA migrated out of PA by followindpé principle of
respect of people’s will and their customs;

o People living in PAs encouraged to move out throggyernment
providing pension to migrants, creating life cormhs (including
building new homes for them) and ensuring employtmen
opportunities for them.




Poverty reduction and environmental

protection through alternative livelihood

 Encourage farmers to reduce grazing and increase
captive breeding by free supply of grass to those
farmers;

 Farmers provided alternative livelihood such as
aquaecuiturnnag.




Poverty reduction through projects

Poverty reduction and community development through
Implementation of the above-mentioned and other projects

Training provided to
farmers on hand
crafting through China-
Canada project
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~ Testing plantation of forage crops




Poverty reduction through eco-tourism

o  Eco-tourism activities undertaken to increase fasmaecome such as
horse riding, tour of traditional living areas asales of traditional souvenirs

and diary products;

o  Restructuring industries to reduce pressures didndry on the

environment.

Horse race fields




Creating employment opportunities

o In Salhanwula PA, farmers close by encouraged
to join afforestation partnerships as a way to increase
their income;

o PA management body employs local farmers for
projec constructiol anc builds watetefficient
irrigation facilities for local communities.




Poverty reduction through

Individual assistance

In Dalinuo’er PA, local fish farm managers provide
Individual assistance to local farmers through
donation, building bridges and roads for them,
supplying power to them.

Visiting poor

o Providing male sheep to local farmers
families
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Achievements in CEPA

Saihanwula PA has
e Launched a website In 2008 for wider and easier
dissemination of information;
 Opened its Nature Museum to 20, 000 people annually.
Dalinuo’er Nature Museum also receives about 80,000
people¢ayeal




Ecological demonstration projects

« Eco-village/town/city/province Initiative launched
In 1999, and Ke County of Chifeng listed as one of
eco counties;

« By enc of 201(, 12 ecologica demonstratio

zones established in Chifeng, covering an area of
10,173 KN,




Eco-zoning

8 counties in Chifeng
identified as national-level
eco zones covering 62,00
KM2 and accounting for
68.68% of its land area. In the
next five years, Chifeng aim:
to increase four more eco
zones. By end of 2015 al
counties will be included in

€eCo-Zones.




Managing tourism activities

o Strengthening EIA for tourism development;

o Strengthening environmental/ecological protection for
expanding tourism activities;

o Implementing “tourism within tourism areas and living
facilities outside tourism areas” to reduce damage;

o Bannincillegal tourisn developmer projects

o Strengthening law enforcement in tourism areas (Those

projects not approved without EIA will be penalized and

required to put in place protection and conservation measures).
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Regulating mining activities

Site inspection made on 130 mines and 50 mines
violating relevant environmental regulations will be
required to put in place required measures;

Damages caused by mining activities will be
reduced Dby strengthening law enforcement and

requiring mining companies to follow relevant
regulations and procedures.










