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Clearing House Mechanism 

Clearing House Mechanism - A platform of information 
exchange and scientific and  technical cooperation in a 
country.

CHM

• to facilitate sharing of data and information on • to facilitate sharing of data and information on 
the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity between and among the 
various stakeholders in a particular country

• to contribute to CBD’s goals of addressing 
biodiversity loss through promotion of technical 
and scientific cooperation at the national, 
sub-regional and regional levels.



Clearing House Mechanism

� Aids in the implementation of NBSAP

� Monitoring tool 

A well maintained and updated national CHM  can
help a country track its progress towards
achieving its biodiversity targetsachieving its biodiversity targets

� Helps countries to meet their reporting requirements    
to various multilateral environmental agreements

� Medium for harmonizing data – e.g. ease of  
compilation, analysis, and integration for sound
decision/policy making at national, subregional and 
regional levels.



Components of National CHM

� CHM National Focal 
Point – Acts as  one 
communication 
channel between the 
national and regional 
levels and the 
Secretariat of the CBD, 
levels and the 
Secretariat of the CBD, 
promoting and 
facilitating activities in 
support of technical 
and scientific 
cooperation.



Components of National CHM

� Stakeholders network – acts as inter-institutional 
steering committee as well as providers of data

� National CHM website – showcases what a country is 
doing related to biodiversity information 
establishment/maintenance required to assist policy 
makers and stakeholders meet obligations under the makers and stakeholders meet obligations under the 
CBD and other MEAs and to conserve and sustainably 
use biodiversity.

� National CHM Manager – coordinates, plans and 
oversees all activities related to website 
establishment, uploading and maintenance.
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Clearing House Mechanism for Southeast AsiaClearing House Mechanism for Southeast Asia

A single entry point to regional biodiversity information and the national CHM 

websites of the ASEAN Member States

A single entry point to regional biodiversity information and the national CHM 

websites of the ASEAN Member States



Minimum National CHM Website Content

ACB CHM Web Statistics 2011

Month No of Page Hits 
# of Page 

Requests 

Jan 30,588 1,127Jan 30,588 1,127

Feb 28,194 1,121

Mar 31,105 1,073

Apr 14,572 811

Total 104,459 4,132 



Enhance structure and presentation of interactive
web-based information on biodiversity resources
in the ASEAN

• Established and Populated the ASEAN CHM by 
providing technical assistance to 7 AMS on 
developing National CHM web-based developing National CHM web-based 
structure and content

– Website

– Content

– Tools – discussion boards, chatrooms, etc

– Testing, Monitoring and Assessment

• Improved search mechanisms



Status of National CHM 
implementation in SEA

AMS CHM-NFP CHM Manager

Stakeholders 

Network Website

Brunei D.

Cambodia √ Template design

completed

Indonesia √ √ √ √

Lao PDR √ √ √ Undergoing development

Myanmar √ Conducted 1st

SH meeting

Malaysia √ √ √ √

Philippines √ √ √ √

Singapore √ √ √ √

Thailand √ √ √ √

Viet Nam √



Biodiversity Information Sharing ServiceBiodiversity Information Sharing Service
A web-based information sharing platform for the ASEAN Member States on biodiversity  

information

A web-based information sharing platform for the ASEAN Member States on biodiversity  

information



Home



ASEAN Heritage Parks



ASEAN Species



Sustain data and information harmonization on biodiversity 

resources through increased data content in BIM holdings - Species

Increased the number of taxonomic groups in the ASEAN 
Biodiversity Information Sharing Service (BISS). Taxonomic tree 
for animals and plants of Southeast Asia completed up to genus 
level – information harvested from Catalogue of Life, IUCN Red 
List, World Register of Marine Species (WORMS), Living Natural 
Treasures, Germplasm Resource Information Network (GRIN) and 
World Agroforestry Centre

Updated the species database and populated it; Batch 
uploading
enabled

BISS contents are synchronized with those of the data 
providers





Kingdom Phylum Class No. inputted

Animalia Chordata

Actinopterygii 6784

Amphibia 731

Aves 1106

Chondrichthyes 22

Elasmobranchii 249

Holocephali 4

Mammalia 1068

Myxini 12

Reptilia 198

Sarcopterygii 2

Athropoda

Insecta 976

Malacostraca 2

Mollusca 33

Echinodermata 1

Total Animalia 11188



Phylum No. species  

inputted

Plantae Anthocerotophyta 4

Bryophyta 2

Chlorophyta 29

Cycadophyta 3

Gnetophyta 12

Magnoliophyta 113Magnoliophyta 113

Marchantiophyta 7

Pinophyta 12

Pteridophyta 2

Rhodophyta 1

Tracheophyta 1956

Not assigned to a 

phylum

1

Current Total Plantae 2142





PROTECTED AREAS GAP ANALYSIS IN THE ASEAN REGION

In terms of seagrass area 

protection, only Thailand and 

Indonesia surpassed the 10 

per cent target at 35 percent per cent target at 35 percent 

and 17 per cent, respectively, 

while Cambodia, Viet Nam 

and the Philippines fell short 

(Figures 17-18). Consequently, 

conservation of seagrass areas 

in Southeast Asia was wanting 

in so far as meeting the 10 per 

cent target is concerned 

(Figure 19).



Enhance structure & presentation of interactive web-based 

information on biodiversity resources in the ASEAN

Enhanced the ASEAN CHM by adding new tools and 
information, improving layout designs and conducting 
necessary tests 

Developed additional databases: Initiatives, Policies andDeveloped additional databases: Initiatives, Policies and
Agreements, Ecosystems, E-library and Capacity Building

Prepared knowledge products in the form of: Ecosystem 
Maps and Map overlays, Regional Trends

Established a database editors: a)  e-library to facilitate 
contribution and sharing of biodiversity information b) MEA 
Report Harmonization Database Editor



Sustain data and information harmonization on 

biodiversity resources through increased data 

content in BIM holdings –

MEAs, FOB, m&tGaps, e-library

Collected data relevant to multilateral environmental 
agreements (MEA reports) 

Enhanced FOB website and  activated FOB membership

Provided support to AMS for the preparation of mGAP and 
tGAP reports and CHM establishment

Organized thematic content for e-library

Made available information on Training Courses, Manuals 
and lessons learned from other projects and initiatives in 
SEA





Enhance geo-spatial biodiversity information sharing 

service through knowledge sharing 

and information repatriation

Developed statistical and geo-referenced products: Graphs, 
ASEAN statistics and maps on socio-economics, environment trends 
and status, geographic data on habitats, KBAs, PAs, IBAs and updated and status, geographic data on habitats, KBAs, PAs, IBAs and updated 
ASEAN Heritage Parks and RAMSAR maps

Collected biodiversity information on various ASEAN thematic
interests: biodiversity trends, climate change, and environmental
performance indicators, collected and uploaded in the e-library; ASEAN
IBAs and Philippine KBAs were compiled and converted to KML for
BISS. ASEAN Hotspots and bio-geographic province subsets produced

Provided technical assistance in the preparation of the ASEAN 
Biodiversity Outlook: Data, text and maps



Sample search options for 

currently available data in BISS



Bridge information from countries & institutions 
thereby generating data on biodiversity 

through improved information management

MOC with FishBase Information Network - signed

� FishBase

�Freshwater Fish

�Marine Fish

� SeaLifeBase

�Non-Fish Aquatic Species

Engaged research aides and assistants to harvest species 

information (2 months) from references and the web



Bridge information from countries & institutions 
thereby generating data on biodiversity 

through improved information management

MOC with WCMC – signed

� Strengthening of the ASEAN BISS as a Regional WDPA Node – to be 

discussed at the August meeting

� Provision of Capacity Building/ Training/ Technical Assistance in 

Protected Areas Management

� Knowledge Management and Reporting Harmonization to the 

MEAs – now used in the MEA editor



National CHM Websites: Indonesia
URL: http://www.menlh.go.id/home/index.php?lang=en



National CHM Websites: Lao PDR
Temporary URL: http://chm.aseanbiodiversity.org/laopdr/



National CHM Websites: Malaysia
URL: http://www.chm.frim.gov.my/



National CHM Websites: Singapore
URL: http://www.nparks.gov.sg/



National CHM Websites: Thailand
URL: http://chm-thai.onep.go.th/index_eng.html



National CHM Websites: Philippines
URL: http://www.chm.ph/



THE PHILIPPINES CHM  THE PHILIPPINES CHM  

• Contains relevant information on CBD 
implementation in the country

• Operates thru a network of 
stakeholders called the BIOWEB.PH stakeholders called the BIOWEB.PH 
established through a MOA among 17 
government agencies, 6 NGOs and 2 
academe

• Exchange of information is done thru a 
web-based information system 
(www.chm.ph)

• PAWB-DENR serves as the CHM 
National Focal Point



PCHM  Development ProcessPCHM  Development Process

• Technical and financial support  was 
provided by the ASEAN Centre for 
Biodiversity (ACB)

• Meetings and consultations with 
partnerspartners

• Training/workshop of focal 
persons/reps from PAWB and partner 
agencies/organizations

• Continuing uploading/updating of 
information by partner agencies and 
organizations  

• Launching of website in 8 June 2010 



Benefits of the PCHM  Benefits of the PCHM  

• Provide a common portal for 

biodiversity information that is 

easily accessible to stakeholders

• Facilitate the preparation of • Facilitate the preparation of 

National Reports to the 

CBD/State of Environment/ 

Biodiversity Reports  

• Support decision-making/policy 

development



Benefits of the PCHM  Benefits of the PCHM  

• Highlight and promote the roles 

of partner agencies and 

organizations and their 

respective contributions to 

biodiversity conservation, at biodiversity conservation, at 

the national and international 

levels

• Serve as reference for project 

development by national 

agencies, non-government 

organizations and donors 



Thank You!

Visit our website:

http://www.aseanbiodiversity.org 

http://bim.aseanbiodiversity.org/bisshttp://bim.aseanbiodiversity.org/biss


