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Extent of Drylands 75% of Kenya; 50% of 
Ethiopia & Tanzania; 

30% of Uganda & 20% 
of Rwanda 



Biodiversity in Eastern Africa



Threats to biodiversity 
• Unsustainable land us 

practices –farming & 
livestock keeping

• Low investments in the 
Drylands management

• Unsustainable use of • Unsustainable use of 
Drylands biodiversity

• Invasive species 
proliferation

• Increasing pressure on 
the finite dryland 
resources



Practical challenges for farming in the 
Drylands

• Unavailability of seed 
and seedlings of some 
trees.  

• Lack of adequate water• Lack of adequate water

• Lack of knowledge on 
propagating drought 
resistant species

• Demand higher than 
supply

• Land tenure

• Youth involvement.  







Reaping the Benefits

The Tanzania 
Ngitili Case 
study



Reaping the benefits



The Sahel & The Great Green Wall



Drivers of successful rehabilitation 
of Drylands

• Analysis of existing 
land uses as drivers 
of degradation

• Short and long term 
benefits;

•• The local people’s 
attitude;

• Comprehensive 
understanding of the 
interconnectedness;

• The role of 
partners/stakeholder
s



Enhancing Our Impact
• Appropriate 

technologies 
(agroforestry and others)

• Institutional and 
organizational 
innovations innovations 

• Scaling up impact 
• Improving access to 

markets 
• Capacity building 
• Involve the community 
• Learning from the past 
• Climate Change 



New Science: Evergreen Agriculture


