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TimorTimor--Leste (EastLeste (East--Timor)Timor)

•• Portugal colony for 450 years,Portugal colony for 450 years,

•• Indonesian army occupation 24 years (1975 Indonesian army occupation 24 years (1975 --1999),1999),

•• Under UN Administration; 2000Under UN Administration; 2000-- May 2002,May 2002,

•• An independent  country; 20 May 2002 (newest country An independent  country; 20 May 2002 (newest country 

in Asia Pacific).in Asia Pacific).



Geography;Geography;

•• It occupies in It occupies in area of 14,874 km2area of 14,874 km2 in the eastern a half of in the eastern a half of 

the island of Timor,the island of Timor,

•• It is also includes the enclave of It is also includes the enclave of OecussiOecussi on the North on the North 

Coast, about 70 km to the west of the border, which is Coast, about 70 km to the west of the border, which is 

surrounded by Indonesian Westsurrounded by Indonesian West--Timor,Timor,

•• TimorTimor--Leste has 2 tiny islands : Leste has 2 tiny islands : AtauroAtauro (114km2)(114km2) & & JacoJaco

(8km2)(8km2). Coast Line: 700 km2, Exclusive economic Zone; . Coast Line: 700 km2, Exclusive economic Zone; 

75,000km2.75,000km2.



•• Rugged mountains in most of Rugged mountains in most of 
the country,the country, the highest the highest 
being being TatamailauTatamailau with 2,963 with 2,963 
meters. meters. 

•• The coastal plains are narrowThe coastal plains are narrow
& there are no major & there are no major 
highland valleys & few highland valleys & few 
permanent rivers,permanent rivers,

•• Climate change;Climate change; Wet Season Wet Season 
((MidMid November November –– MayMay) & dry ) & dry 
season (season (June June –– Early Early 
NovemberNovember),),

•• Temperature; 20 Temperature; 20 -- 3333°°c,c,

•• Annual Rainfall; 500mm Annual Rainfall; 500mm ––
5000mm.5000mm.



Demography, Social & Economic;Demography, Social & Economic;

•• Country divided into 5 Regions, 13 districts, 64 Sub Country divided into 5 Regions, 13 districts, 64 Sub 

districts,districts,

•• Total Population : 900, 000 (estimated 2004), divided into Total Population : 900, 000 (estimated 2004), divided into 

12 ethnic groups (Eurasian, Polynesian, Melanesia and 12 ethnic groups (Eurasian, Polynesian, Melanesia and 

few African),few African),

•• Language :Language :

–– Portuguese (Official), Portuguese (Official), TetumTetum (National), English and (National), English and 

BahasaBahasa Indonesia (wide used), Indonesia (wide used), 

–– Local language; 32Local language; 32

•• Economic income; Oil and Gas resources ranged between Economic income; Oil and Gas resources ranged between 

US$ 300 US$ 300 –– 500 million per/month,500 million per/month,

•• Organic Coffee; Robust, Arabic, etc main export to Asian Organic Coffee; Robust, Arabic, etc main export to Asian 

Countries, USA, Europe.Countries, USA, Europe.



•• Mining exploration such as marble, cement, etc now under Mining exploration such as marble, cement, etc now under 

government planning,government planning,

•• Tourism places is considered one of the high income for the Tourism places is considered one of the high income for the 

country and now under government planning.country and now under government planning.



Biodiversity Status in TimorBiodiversity Status in Timor--LesteLeste

•• Recent Wildlife;Recent Wildlife;

White Crocodile
Eagle



Turtle

Trimesurus Viper Green
Trimesurus Viper Yellow



•• Protected Area;Protected Area;

–– Currently EastCurrently East--Timor has 5 protected areas under plan Timor has 5 protected areas under plan 

of the National Government with aims to protect and of the National Government with aims to protect and 

conserve biodiversity,conserve biodiversity,

Protected Area





Issues Related to Loss of Biodiversity in Issues Related to Loss of Biodiversity in 

TimorTimor--LesteLeste
•• Illegal Hunting;Illegal Hunting;

–– Lack of Law enforcement,Lack of Law enforcement,

–– Lack of cooperation within related department to implement the eLack of cooperation within related department to implement the existing xisting 

laws and the regulations,laws and the regulations,

–– Less information and public education to the communities due to Less information and public education to the communities due to limited of limited of 

staff,staff,

–– Economic problem.Economic problem.



•• Illegal Lodging;Illegal Lodging;

–– Common issues in the country due to almost 75% is agriculture,Common issues in the country due to almost 75% is agriculture,

–– Economic problem,Economic problem,

–– Lack of Public awareness and education at the community levels,Lack of Public awareness and education at the community levels,



•• Forest Fire;Forest Fire;

–– Public education and awarenessPublic education and awareness

–– Traditional costume of wildlife huntingTraditional costume of wildlife hunting

–– Economic problem,Economic problem,

–– Lack of law enforcement,Lack of law enforcement,



•• Financial constraints;Financial constraints;

–– Limited budget provided by the government for environmental Limited budget provided by the government for environmental 

protection and conservation issues,protection and conservation issues,

–– Lack of donors support,Lack of donors support,

–– Have been received some donors support from UNDP to Have been received some donors support from UNDP to stabilisestabilise

the Rio Conventions Secretariat and we are waiting for another the Rio Conventions Secretariat and we are waiting for another 

support from GEF to assess the components of biodiversity in support from GEF to assess the components of biodiversity in 

TimorTimor--Leste.Leste.

•• Lack of Capacity Building;Lack of Capacity Building;

–– Lack of local expert to work on environmental issues,Lack of local expert to work on environmental issues,

–– Environmental issues is not government priority Environmental issues is not government priority programmeprogramme,,

–– Limited capacity building of government staff to work on Limited capacity building of government staff to work on 

environmental issues.environmental issues.



1. Develop National Biodiversity strategy Action Plan (NBSAP)1. Develop National Biodiversity strategy Action Plan (NBSAP)
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2. Identification of Biodiversity Components2. Identification of Biodiversity Components
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3. Financial Mechanism
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4. Investigation/Research and Training4. Investigation/Research and Training
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5. Education and public awareness5. Education and public awareness
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Law EnforcementLaw Enforcement

•• The existing laws to protect biodiversity in TimorThe existing laws to protect biodiversity in Timor--Leste;Leste;

–– UNTAET Regulations; No 17 (Illegal lodging) and 19 UNTAET Regulations; No 17 (Illegal lodging) and 19 

(Protected areas), 2000,(Protected areas), 2000,

–– Indonesian Law; No 23 1997, Environmental Protection,Indonesian Law; No 23 1997, Environmental Protection,

–– NDES Guidelines; 1 NDES Guidelines; 1 -- 88



TimorTimor--Leste Commitment to Deal with Leste Commitment to Deal with 

Environmental Issues at the National, Environmental Issues at the National, 

Regional and GlobalRegional and Global

•• National Directorate for Environmental Services (NDES) has been National Directorate for Environmental Services (NDES) has been 

stabilisedstabilised MEAsMEAs in 2005,in 2005,

•• Three Rio Conventions has been ratified by the Government of Three Rio Conventions has been ratified by the Government of 

TimorTimor--Leste (UNCCD ratified 30 August 2003, UNCBD and UNFCCC Leste (UNCCD ratified 30 August 2003, UNCBD and UNFCCC 

ratified 11 April 2006),ratified 11 April 2006),

•• These convention has been submitted to the UN HQ office  in 26 These convention has been submitted to the UN HQ office  in 26 

October 2006, and to be member of CBD from 8 January 2007.October 2006, and to be member of CBD from 8 January 2007.

•• The National Focal Point for the Conventions (UNCCD, UNCBD and The National Focal Point for the Conventions (UNCCD, UNCBD and 

UNFCCC) has been appointed or nominatedUNFCCC) has been appointed or nominated



Thank You!Thank You!


