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| ntroduction v

= Mauritius became the first country to sign & ratihe
Convention of Biological Diversity on the 10th Sexmber
1992. The National Parks & Conservation Servidees
Focal Point for the Subsidiary Body for Scientiflechnical
and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) for CBD.

= This document meets Mauritian obligations undeaclarta
of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) bgtting
out a National Biodiversity Strategy and ActionriPla
(NBSAP) that reflects and aims to meet the measafrédse
CBD
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Forest cover loss since colonisation (MWF unpublished)
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Forest & Terrestrial BD

Figure 2.2: Area and land use of state (black shading) and private (coloured shading) lands
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Causes of Biodiversity L oss

= Colonisation Loss of habitat; Logging for ebony;
Forest clearance for agriculture

s Gradual conversion of forest to enlarge pasturasare
for deer grazing

= Invasive Alien Species (1,625 plants have been
Introduced-among which 20 are known as
aggressive invaderdaureemootoet al.,2003)

= Unsustainable use of resources; Hunting &
Harvesting (100 sp. of plants & animals got exjin

= Pollution from sewage and agriculture
s Pests & Diseases
s Development projects & Population Growth
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National Biodiversity Strategic and ===
Action Plan

Started in 1997
Finalised in December 2006

m Forest & Terrestrial BD
s Freshwater, Coastal & Marine BD

= Agricultural BD, Biotechnology &
Biosafety
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Gaps- Forest & Terrestrial BD %

Limited area under protection and inadequate actweservation
management of native ecosystems;

No strategy for invasive alien species (IAS) cointro

Lack of training ofMauritians limited human capacity at all
levels;

Inadequate protection for biodiversity, especialtyprivate lad,;
Incomplete inventory; Habitat fragmentation;

Limited interinstitutional communication and collaboration;
Limited research or monitoring to support adapmanagement;
Limited awareness of the population at large;

Limited development of conservation as a profital@eture;
Commitment to conservation not necessarily a gyidar govt.
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Ongoing activitiesin Agricultural sector: __E

= Monitoring of viability of accessions in the cropesl gene bank
s Establishment of field gene banks for fruit speard tuber aps.

= Maintenance, management and evaluation of sugaraegessions
In the field;

= Collaboration and training through SADC Plant GenBesources
Centre. To date Mauritianshave received funding for M.Sc.
programme, 11 have received a certificate in REeietic
Resources.

x SADC project for the management of farm animal ¢jemesources

s Characterisatioof Creole cattle and creation of a nucleus
population aCurepipe

= Compilation of literature review on Farm Animal &&io Resourcs
In Mauritius.

= Characterization of the local goats.
21 February 2008 NBSAP 9




Key Issues associated with the coastal __’

zone include
= Control of shoreline development
= Management of beaches
= \Waste and pollution management
= Soil and agrochemical management
= Control of lagoon usage

s EIA as a tool for mitigating adverse effects of
development

s Strengthening resource stewardship
= Protection of waters around offshore islets
= Increased monitoring of ecosystem health
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Vision
“That people in Mauritius enjoy a healthy environimen
and an enhanced quality of life, through the efivect
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity In
line with national and international commitments,
while respecting local valués.

Mission Statement

“ Mauritius will continue to work towards achieving a
significant reduction in the rate of biodiversigsk by
2015’
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Strategic Objectives

1). Establish a Representative and Viable
Protected Area Network (PAN)

2). Manage Key Components of Biodiversity
3). Enable Sustainable Use of Biodiversity
4). Maintain Ecosystem Services

5). Manage Biotechnology and its Products
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Work Programmes

Establish a Representative and Viable Protected
Area Network (PAN).

m [errestrial Protected Area Network
= Inland Waters Programme
s Marine Protected Area Network

= Adaptive Management of Protected Area
Network
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Work Programmes

Manage Key Components of Biodiversity.
= Invasive Alien Species

= Flowering Plants and Ferns

s Birds

m Bats

s Reptiles

s Research Priorities

= Agrobiodiversity
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Work Programmes

Enable Sustainable Use of Biodiversity

o Ecotourism Development

n Review the Environment Protection Act
o Fishing
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Work Programmes y

Maintain Ecosystem Services

s Forest Management

s Water Quality

= Integrated Coastal Zone Management

Manage Biotechnology and its Products.
s [heCartagen#@rotocol orBiosafety
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Mainstreaming Biodiversity

= The thematic areas and objectives in this
document therefore reflect stakeholder priorities

s Steering committee all stakeholders

= Integrating Biodiversity Concerns

= Administrative and Legislative Review
= Information Management

= Partnership Building ¥ O\
= Capacity Building and Public Awarenessjiiie®

21 February 2008 NBSAP




ﬁ

Obstaclesto the implementation of ===
the CBD

1. Political/societal

2. Institutional, technical and capaciglated

3. Lack of accessible knowledge/information

2. Economic policy and financial resources

5. Collaboration/cooperation

6. Legal/juridical impediments

7. Sociceconomic factors

s. Natural phenomena and environmental change
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MAURITIUS NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY
STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN (2006-2015)

The action plan for Mauritius set out prioritised activities, with structured goals and targets, as determined by extensive stakeholder consultation and input.
They share common working principles centred on in-situ conservation and ecosystem approache. Activities are based on the development of
representative and viable protected area networks, the control of invasive alien species, the management of key components of biodiversity, the enhanced
identification & monitoring of BD and mechanisms to enable sustainable use through ecotourism development and sound management of natural
resources. Emphasis is also placed on the sound application of modern biotechnology through the balanced implementation of the provisions of the

Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Enabling activities which have been addressed require prerequisite capacity needs during the first two years of the Promote the conservation
of species diversity

Promote conservation of
ecosystems & habitats
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