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REPORT ON COLLABORATIVE WORK ON BIODIVERSITY AND AGRICULTURE  

Note by the Executive Secretary 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. This note provides further information to support the consideration of the reports on collaborative 
work on biodiversity and agriculture, forests, and biodiversity and health (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/16) 
by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) at its sixteenth 
meeting. Section II provides further details of progress on collaborative work with the Secretariat of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and its Commission on Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (the Commission) with (in the annex) a copy of the revised Joint 
Work Plan between the Secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Commission 
(2011–2020). Section III reports on areas of cooperation with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture.  

2. In paragraph 20 of decision X/34, the Conference of the Parties recognized the importance of 
agro-ecosystems, in particular rice-paddy and oasis systems, for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, and invited the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, subject to 
resources, and in consultation with the Executive Secretary and relevant partners, including indigenous 
and local communities, to undertake further studies on the valuation of the biodiversity and ecosystem 
services provided by agricultural ecosystems, in order to further support policy-relevant guidance to 
Parties for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its eleventh meeting, consistent and in 
harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant international obligations. With 
regards to this specific request, FAO has reported to the Executive Secretary that in view of the extensive 
scope of this request, it will compile relevant information, as part of its report being prepared, directly for 
the information of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  

                                                      
* UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/1. 
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II. PROGRESS REPORT ON COLLABORATION WITH THE FAO COMMISSION ON 
GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

Report of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to the Secretariat of 
the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture on Implementation of the Multi-

Year Programme of Work of the Commission (MYPOW) 

3. The following is a summary of the report of the Executive Secretary that was provided to the 
Secretariat of the Commission for the information of the thirteenth session of the Commission held in 
Rome from 18-22 July 2011.  

Management of the Multi-Year Programme of Work 

4. At its fourteenth meeting, the Subsidiary Body considered reports provided to it by the Secretariat 
of the Convention, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Secretariat of the 
Commission, which included progress with various elements of their Joint Work Plan (2009-2011). 
Subsequently, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, in paragraph 2 of decision X/34, noted 
with appreciation the ongoing work of FAO and the Commission, welcomed the Strategic Plan of the 
Commission for the period 2010-2017 for the implementation of the MYPOW and the planned periodic 
publication of the State of the World's Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture, and on their different 
genetic resources components. In particular it noted the publication of the second State of the World's 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, which will provide a solid technical base for the 
further development of the global plan of action on plant genetic resources, as well as the adoption of the 
funding strategy for the implementation of the Global Plan of Action on Animal Genetic Resources. The 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention also invited Parties, and other Governments, to take into 
account the inter-disciplinary and inter-sectoral nature of these publications in their implementation of the 
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity.  

Plant and Animal Genetic Resources  

5. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention adopted the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 
(2011-2020), including 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets to inspire broad based action by all Parties and 
stakeholders. The conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources for food and agriculture is an 
important contribution to the plan and the periodic assessments of their state an important monitoring tool 
(particularly regarding target 13).  

Biotechnologies 

6. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention, in its consideration of new and emerging issues, 
in paragraph 4 of decision X/13, invited the submission of information on synthetic biology for the 
consideration by the Subsidiary Body, while applying the precautionary approach to the field release of 
synthetic life, cell or genome into the environment.  

Joint Work Plan of the Secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Commission on 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations  

7.  In paragraph 2 of decision X/34, the Conference of the Parties noted with appreciation the 
cooperation between the Executive Secretary and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), including its Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Commission), 
on the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity and its three international 
initiatives. In paragraph 4 of the same decision, the Conference of the Parties called for the development 
of a second phase of the joint work plan (JWP) of the Secretariats of the Convention and Commission 
focusing on refinements required as a result of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and also considering a number of other issues specified in paragraph 5 of 
decision X/34. 
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8. The revised Joint Work Plan, prepared jointly by the two Secretariats, was welcomed by the 
thirteenth session of the Commission, in July 2011. The full Joint Work Plan is provided in the annex to 
this note. 

III. COOPERATION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT 
GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (IT-PGRFA) 

9. In response to paragraph 13 (c) of decision IX/12, on access and benefit-sharing under the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, a study was carried out to examine the relationship between an 
International Regime on Access and Benefit-sharing, and the IT-PGRFA and the Commission.1  

10. At its tenth meeting, in decision X/1, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention adopted the 
Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising 
from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity. Article 8 of the Nagoya Protocol 
considers the importance of genetic resources for food and agriculture and their special role for food 
security. Furthermore, the preamble makes specific reference to the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (IT-PGRFA), and the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture.2 The Conference of the Parties also recognized that the objectives of the 
IT-PGRFA are in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and 
food security (preamble to decision X/1),3 and noted Resolution 18/2009 of the Conference of the FAO 
on Policies and Arrangements for Access and Benefit-sharing for Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (preamble decision X/1).4 

11. The Secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to further 
enhance collaboration in areas of mutual interest within their mandates. The Memorandum foresees, inter 
alia, jointly undertaking workshops, seminars and other events on access and benefit-sharing as well as in 
other areas. As part of the activities under this agreement, a capacity-building workshop on access and 
benefit-sharing was jointly organized by the Secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity and 
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in June 2011 and other joint 
workshops are planned for the next biennium. 

 

                                                      
1 http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/abs/abswg-08/information/abswg-08-abswg-07-inf-03-part1-en.pdf 

2 Recognizing the interdependence of all countries with regard to genetic resources for food and agriculture as well as their 
special nature and importance for achieving food security worldwide and for sustainable development of agriculture in the 
context of poverty alleviation and climate change and acknowledging the fundamental role of the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in this 
regard, Recalling the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing established under the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture developed in harmony with the Convention. 

3 Recognizing that the objectives of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture are the 
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and the fair and equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising out of their use, in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food 
security.  

4 Noting with appreciation resolution 18/2009 of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
on policies and arrangements for access and benefit-sharing for genetic resources for food and agriculture. 
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Annex 

THE REVISED JOINT WORK PLAN BETWEEN THE SECRETARIATS OF THE CBD AND 
THE FAO COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(2011 – 2020) 
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This document contains the Joint Work Plan of the Secretariats of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission on 

Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, Phase 2 (2011-2020). 

 

 



CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 1 

 

 

 
 

 



2  CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 

 
 

 

 

 



CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 3 

 

 
 

 

 



4  CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 

 

 
 

 

 



CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 5 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



6  CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 

 
 

 

 

 

 



CGRFA-13/11/Inf.11 7 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


