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. GLOBAL BI ODI VERSI TY | NFORVMATI ON FACI LI TY

1. Inits recommendation V/ 1, on cooperation with other bodies, the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Techni cal Advice (SBSTTA),
took note of the prospective G obal Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBI F), encouraged its devel opnent in confornmty with the Convention, and
invited it to include as many countries as possible in its devel opment and
i mpl ementation. SBSTTA al so requested the Executive Secretary, in
consultation with its Bureau, to identify with the GBIF Interim Steering
Conmmittee arrangenents for cooperation between the Convention and the
Facility, and nechanisns to involve countries that are not currently
participating in the elaboration and inplenmentation of the GBI F project,
and to informthe Conference of the Parties at its next neeting on the
out cone of these discussions.

2. During the discussion on the GBIF at the fifth neeting of SBSTTA,
enphasis was laid on the role of the Facility in relation to the clearing-
house mechani sm under the Convention, and the need to focus strongly on
accel erating the dobal Taxonomy Initiative.

3. The present note contains the results of the discussions held between
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Interim
Steering Committee of the GBI F on the occasion of the nobst recent neeting
of the Steering Conmittee, held from 12 to 14 February 2000 in Arlington
Virginia, United States of Anerica.

4. In order to pronpote the involvenent of countries that are not
currently participating in the elaboration and inplementation of the GBIF -
project, it was agreed that the Interim Steering Comittee shoul d:

(a) Sl ow down the process of the GBIF for two additional nonths
(in order to accompdate the request of SBSTTA at its fifth neeting) to
allow tinme for the involvement of as many countries as possible, in
particul ar devel oping countries, in the devel opment and inpl ementation of
the Facility;
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(b) Invite SBSTTA Bureau nmenbers to participate in the final
Steering Committee nmeeting, in Septenber 2000, to allow for a regionally
bal anced i nvol vement in the devel opnment of the GBIF;

(c) Redraft the Inplenmentation Agreenment into a non-binding
nmermor andum of understanding to reflect the conments received and the
reconmendati ons given by of the fifth meeting of SBSTTA and to send a
letter to all Governments to request coments on the draft final
menor andum

(d) Lower the cut-off for nenbership contributions to $500 per
annum and per participant. Al participating and paying menbers in the
GBI F have voting rights in the GBI F Governi ng Board;

(e) To include a representative fromGBIF in the proposed
coordi nati on nechani sm of the G obal Taxonony Initiative.

5. Wth regard to cooperation arrangenents between the Convention and
the Facility, it was agreed that:

(a) GBIF will open its Wrld Wde Wb page for comments by
countries by March 2000 and will propose to organize 3-4 side-events at the
fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to enhance awareness of its
obj ecti ves;

(b) The Chair of the Interim Steering Committee will keep the
Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity inforned
about the steps to be taken to accommopdate the reconmendati ons of SBSTTA at
its fifth neeting and their results;

(c) Further discussions will take place toward nore formal
cooperation arrangenments after the entry into force of the GBIF;

(d) The Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity will have a (non-voting) seat in the GBI F Governi ng Board.

(e) The next neeting is planned for |ate Septenber 2000.

6. The Executive Secretary submitted a draft of the present note to the
SBSTTA Bureau, together with a copy of the letter sent by the Chair of the
GBIF InterimSteering Commttee in order to request the Bureau to assess

t he appropriateness of the neasures proposed by the GBIF Interim Steering
Conmi tt ee.

Il.  MLLEN UM ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT

7. In paragraph 1 of its recomendation V/1, SBSTTA requested the
Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the United Nations Environnment
Programme, to explore with the Interim Steering Conmittee of the MIIennium
Assessment and ot her rel evant conventions and organi zati ons, ways and means
of collaborating in undertaking the proposed MI I ennium Ecosystem
Assessment and to informthe Conference of Parties at its fifth neeting on
t he outcone of these discussions. By this reconmendation, SBSTTA al so
reconmended that the Conference of the Parties note the proposed MI I ennium
Assessment, taking into account and making use of the d obal Biodiversity
Assessment, and consider followup action based on the outconme of the

consul tations of the Executive Secretary with the Interim Steering
Conmittee of the MII|ennium Assessment.
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8. The recommended consul tati on between the Executive Secretary and the
Interim Steering Comrittee took place on 18 April 2000. There follows a
brief report on the discussions and the outcome of the consultation.

Institutional arrangenents

9. Al'l participants noted that the specific institutional arrangenments
for collaboration between the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
proposed M I | ennium Assessnent wi ||l depend on the outcone of the

consi deration by the Conference of the Parties of the operations of the
Convention (item 19 of the provisional agenda). Participants in the
neeting di scussed the desirability that the MIIlenium Assessnent be
undertaken as a "joint assessnent" involving the Convention, other
ecosystemrel ated conventions (such as the Convention on Wtlands (Ransar)
and the Convention to Conbat Desertification) and other key users. The
institutional arrangenments must thus ensure "ownership" of the MIIlenium
Assessment by the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, as
well as by the contracting parties to the other rel evant conventions.

10. Dependi ng on the outcone of the consideration by the Conference of
the Parties of the operations of the Convention, two possible institutiona
arrangenments were considered in sonme detail as properly pronoting
cooperation. First, the Conference of the Parties could endorse the
establ i shment of the MIIlenium Assessnment as a technical experts working
group established jointly with other conventions and key users. Second, if
the Conference of the Parties decides to establish a Scientific Assessnents
Panel on Biological Dversity under the auspices of SBSTTA as described in
the note by the Executive Secretary on the operations of the Convention
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 5/ 17, then the Conference of the Parties could decide that the
wor ki ng group established under that Scientific Assessnments Panel to
provide informati on on ecosystens would be the MIIenium Assessnent and
woul d be established jointly with other conventions and key users.

Gover nance

11. In order to ensure effective comunication of the infornation needs
of the Parties to Convention and effective oversight of the MIIenium
Assessment process by the Convention, participants di scussed the inportance
of representation fromthe Convention bodies on the Executive Committee of
the M1l enium Assessnent Board. While the full MIIenium Assessnent Board
will include representatives of other users of the findings of the

M1l eni um Assessnment and will neet only 3-4 tinmes during the four-year
process, the Executive Committee will meet every six nonths and include
only the representatives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the
Convention to Conbat Desertification, the Convention on Wetlands (Ransar),
the United Nations Environnment Progranmme (UNEP), the d obal Environnment
Facility (GEF), the Chairs of the MII|enium Assessnment Board and M| enium
Assessment Panel, and one "at-|arge" nmenber fromthe Board

12. At a mininum participants in the nmeeting felt that the Secretariat

of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Chair of the SBSTTA
shoul d represent the Convention on the Executive Committee and Board.
Partici pants discussed the desirability of keeping the Executive Conmttee
relatively small, but also noted the inportance of effective representation
of these Convention bodies on it.

Operations

13. For the M I I enium Assessnment to provide useful information to the
Parties to the Convention, an effective nmechani smnust exist for the
Parties to communicate their infornmati on needs to the M I | ennium Assessnent
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process and for the findings of the MIIlenium Assessnent process to be
conmmuni cated to the Convention bodies.

14. In order to ensure effective comunication of information needs to
the M1l enium Assessnent process, participants discussed the need for both
initial input and for ongoing input during the course of the Assessnent.
Partici pants agreed that an effective way to ensure initial guidance woul d
be for the Conference of the Parties to ask SBSTTA to hold a workshop at
the outset of the MIIenium Assessnent process involving Parties to the
Convention and the experts involved in the MIIlenium Assessnent. The aim
of this involvenment would be to specify the types of information needed by
the Parties. This workshop would al so provide an opportunity to explore
the overall scientific assessment needs of the Convention and which subset
of those needs woul d be addressed by the M| I enium Assessnment. Additiona
formal guidance could be provided early in the process through discussions
and deci sions at the next meeting of SBSTTA.

15. Once the M Il enium Assessnent i s under way, responding to this

initial guidance fromthe Convention on Biological Diversity and the other
conventions, it will be inportant for the MIIenium Assessnent to regularly
report to SBSTTA on its activities and progress and for SBSTTA to provide
addi ti onal guidance and direction as needed.

16. The means of transmission of the findings of the MIIenium Assessnent
to the Convention bodi es were discussed at length but will again depend in
part on the outconme of the upcom ng decisions by the Conference of the
Parties regarding the operations of the Convention



