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Early development/roots
1946 International Whaling Convention Art. V(2); 
1969 Intervention Convention Arts. I and V (3) (a), 
1972 Antarctic Seals Convention Annex, para 7(b), 
1972 World Heritage Convention, Preamble
….
Ministerial Declarations
1984 Ministerial Declaration of the International Conference on the Protection of NS
1987/90 Ministerial Declaration of the Second/Third North Sea Conference
1990 Bergen Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Development in the ECE Region 

Conventions
1985 Vienna Convention, Preamble
1987 Montreal Protocol, Preamble
1991 Bamako Convention, Art. 4 (3) (f)
1992 Watercourses Convention Art. 2 (5) (a)
1992 OSPAR Convention
1992 Baltic Sea Convention, 
1992 Biodiversity Convention (CBD), Preamble
1992 UNFCCC, Article 3 (3) 
2000 Cartagena Biosafety Protocol, Art 1, Art 10, Art 11

EC Law
EC Treaty Art 174 (2), 

Terms related to PP

Term 1 (scientific …)
Term 2 (grave danger)
…

Court Decisions related to PP

International Cases (x)
- ICJ

NS v France (Nuclear Testing)
Gabcikovo – Nagymaros Case

- WTO/GATT
1998 Beef Hormones Case
Asbestos Case

- ECJ
Balmer-Schafroath v. Switzerland
EFTA Surveillance Auth v. Norway

- ITLOS
1999 Southern Bluefin Tuna cases
2001 Mox Case

National Cases
India Supreme Court - Vellore
US federal Court – Alien Tort Claims 

COP Decisions

UNFCCC (3)
CBD (2)
RAMSAR (4)
….

The Rio Declaration: Principle 15 - the Precautionary Approach

Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack 
of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for 
postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental 
degradation

Source: WSSD Plan of Implementation, paras 22 and 103

Related Searches“Precautionary Principle” or “Precautionary Approach” (PP)Search

Conceptual Interface for Legal Portal:



DELC

Analytical Index

• Tools like this Analytical Index for 
Environmental Law will profit from 
Interoperability between conventions 
and tools such as ECOLEX, TEMATEA, 
INFORMEA



DELC

Thank you


