International Day for Biological Diversity -2007


Message of the Hon Minister of Environment & Natural Resources

I am very pleased to deliver this message on the occasion of the ‘International Biodiversity Day’ and I appreciate the choice of “Climate change and Biodiversity” as the theme of this year’s celebration.  I think this theme highlights an area in particular need of urgent attention.

As clearly evident by the recent scientific reports and observations climate change is a reality. Climate change is created by the emission of green house gases such as carbon dioxide, Methane, Oxides of Nitrogen to the atmosphere.  Indeed the harmful consequences of warming the planet are now visible for us here in Sri Lanka too. Increased forest fires, coral bleaching, increasing numbers of species extinctions, changing patterns of flowing and fruiting of plants, increasing numbers and spreading of invasive alien species, seal level rise and salt water intrusion to the country side, unusual high temperature in mountains are all clearly visible incidences of climate change in our country. Recent scientific assignments have shown that the climate change as one of the major causes of biodiversity loss.

As far as I think ‘biodiversity’ is not a new word for Sri Lankans. Simply say it is the all forms of life on earth, plants animals, and microorganisms.  We are proud to say that Sri Lanka is a biodiversity rich country and considers as one of the global biodiversity hot-spots. This diversity of life provides unique ecosystem services on which we all are depend, clean, water, food, shelter, air and medicine.  However, we are well aware that our biodiversity is dwindling at an alarming rate despite all the conservation measures so far adopted.  In ecosystem dynamics biodiversity is very important as the major source of Carbon sink. Therefore, conservation of biodiversity is important to mitigate the impacts of climate change.

For millennia climate change was an important factor in evolutionary process, to evolve new forms of plants and animals. Of course the rate of change of climate was not unbearable to the living beings on earth. But today the rate of change is so high due to endless human activities. Ecosystems are not so comfortable to adapt to this present trend of climate change due to increased rate of change and natural adaptation is much less due to loss of biodiversity. 

In recognition of this crucial link we celebrate the International Biodiversity Day under the theme ‘climate change and biodiversity’.  Sri Lanka as a party to two Rio conventions, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) we are abide by to identify synergies of the above two conventions and  implement necessary provisions.

As a developing country endowed with rich biodiversity, we are always resilient to the natural disasters. Lots of people are affected by drought making unprecedented challenge to all life forms. Therefore adaptation to climate change is important as a matter of survival.

There are several ways in which biodiversity could be potentially and directly assisted to adapt.  These include the development of forest and wildlife corridors, re-mapping protected areas to reflect the new reality of climate change and extending protected areas on land and at sea, protection and safeguard of carbon sinks through reforestation and avoiding deforestation. 

 A failure to address the causes of biodiversity loss has tremendous impact on human well-being, especially the rural poor since they are directly or indirectly depend on natural resources for their day-to-day livelihood. It is for this reason that we have a responsibility to adopt relevant strategies to minimize the harmful impact of climate change to improve the quality of human life and biodiversity in Sri Lanka. 

International Day for Biological diversity provides us with a unique opportunity to renew out commitment for the conservation of our nature. To day on the occasion of commemorating the world biodiversity day, I would like to pledge you to take this message right. I wish that this makes the difference and creates awareness among policy makers to pay more attention to the warnings of climate change.
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