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What do people know about biodiversity? 

Eurobarometer: only 38% of Europeans know the 

meaning of the term, although another 28% have 

heard of it but do not know its meaning 

The main reason cited by citizens for their 

lack of actions to stop biodiversity loss was 

low awareness of what can be done 

Members of the public were asked what biodiversity is. 

The most common answer was "some kind of washing 

powder" (BBC, 15 Oct 2010). 
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wasp bee ? 

The agricultural role of pollinators is worth over $50 billion per year 
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Increasing 

awareness, but: 

 

-What are the trends 

for children 

-Is the awareness 

based on direct 

contact with nature? 

-How is this 

awareness 

connected with the 

urge to take action? 
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Richard Louv: 

“Nature Deficit Disorder” 
“a way to describe the psychological, physical 

and cognitive costs of human alienation from 

nature, particularly for children in their 

vulnerable developing years.” 
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Only if children develop a deep personal understanding of the natural 

world will they be motivated to care for the natural world. 

 

This understanding can be developed through outdoor experiences,  

 

From this, children can learn how to take action to protect biodiversity and 

use resources  



Seychelles 
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Worldwide celebrations: 192 countries 

  389 partners 

  +1138 events 

  +55000 friends on fb 

Biodiversity is life 

Biodiversity is our life 

 An opportunity to build on success 



• text 
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Strategic Objectives for the Decade 

 

 

• Supporting framework for implementation of the Biodiversity Strategic Plan  

  2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets at national, regional and  

  international levels 

 

• Guidance to regional and international organizations 

 

• Public awareness of biodiversity issues 
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The Strategic Plan recognises the importance of awareness 

Goal A:    Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by  

   mainstreaming biodiversity across government and society 

Target 1:    By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the 

     values of biodiversity and the steps they can take  

     to conserve and use it sustainably 
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Goal B:    Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and  

   promote sustainable use 

 

Goal C:    Improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding  

   ecosystems, species and genetic diversity 

 

Goal D:    Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and  

   ecosystem services. 

 

Goal E:    Enhance implementation through participatory  

   planning, knowledge management and capacity  

   building 
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 Behaviour change 

 

Increasingly identified that more is required than “awareness raising” through 

media campaigns. 

- Understanding motivations. 

- Impact motivations through developing a connection with nature 

- Developing a shared culture of connection with nature 
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Secretariat of the  

Convention on Biological Diversity 

World Trade Centre 

413 St. Jacques street, Suite 800 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9 

Tel. 1 (514) 288 2220 

secretariat@cbd.int  

www.cbd.int 

www.cbd.int/2011-2020 

 

 

UNBiodiversity@cbd.int 

 

 

www.facebook.com/UNBiodiversity 


