Experience with
the Biosafety Clearing-House
— Republic of Korea

After the adoption of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in 2000, the Republic of Korea enacted a living modified
organisms (LMQO) Act, the national transitional corporation in 2001, and has established a subordinate statute of the
LMO law for about seven years thereafter. At the same time as the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol for Korea
on 1 January 2008, the LMO Act was enacted. Through the biosafety committee, the policy direction of LMO safety
management was decided on and implemented as well as 7 government departments now controlling and managing
LMOs according to the purpose of using the LMOs.

In order to secure the safe use of LMO,s Korea has paid much attention to risk assessment of LMOs, importation and risk
management. To this end, Korea conducts human and environmental risk assessments. In particular, environmental risks
are divided into cultivation, natural ecosystems, and fisheries, and consultations between relevant ministries are
underway (as of November 2016, 145 events for food use, 135 events were approved for feed use). In addition, LMO for
food, feed and processing (LMO-FFP) imports (a total of 10.24 million tons for LMO-FFP in 2015) are subject to
inspection and LMO detection. In accordance with the 5-year safety management plan, the environmental monitoring of
LMOs depending on the location (e.g. factories, ports, roads) are conducted annually to prevent potential damages or
negative effects caused by LMOs.

In order to facilitate smooth policy cooperation among LMO-related government agencies and to collect accurate LMO
information, it is necessary to establish trust and effective communication channels between policy makers who are
representatives for each relevant central administrative agency.

To this end, Korea actively utilized Korea’s Biosafety-Clearing House (KBCH). KBCH conducts periodic meetings attended
by representatives from government ministries and researchers to cope with major issues. Meanwhile, KBCH provides
information, registration and management through the establishment of standardized forms for sharing and establishing
integrated national information network of LMOs. In addition, KBCH works together with seven government ministries to
revise the LMO law and to establish the LMO safety management policy, and has various communication methods
including briefing sessions and public hearings. Meanwhile, KBCH has set up the integrated information management
system to control and share standardized LMO information.

Koreans have a negative perception of LMOs due to misleading information on the Internet. Therefore, KBCH and
Ministries are working on correcting the misleading information, maintaining a website and producing publications in or
der to provide correct information about LMOs.

In particular, KBCH annually publishes major statistics on LMOs, among other things, in the press, periodicals, white
papers, reports to provide objective data on LMOs. LMO forum seminars, discussion and debates for high school student
s are also taking place to listen to and discuss various stories about LMOs.

Korea has been conducting the capacity-building workshop with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
four times since 2008 to share know-how about implementing the law for 10 years with Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol including the Asian countries.

In 2014, COP-MQOP 7 promised to implement the “Korea Biosafety Capacity Building Initiative” for six years from 2015 in
order to develop the capacity of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol to implement the Cartagena Protocol. As a result
of these efforts, the Asian BCH Family (ABF) has been voluntarily organized among the Asian countries and is looking for
cooperation and ways to improve the level of implementation of the Cartagena Protocol.
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(KBCH)

Standardized forms
Awareness surveys
Guidance materials
and publications,
including e-learning
materials

Public hearings
Seminars, forums,
workshops and
debates
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